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 A Chairde Gael, 
 

IN a time of such uncertainty in the 
world it has been a pleasure to see 
so many club games taking place 

across the province in recent weeks.  
Every player, young and old, has 

been delighted to get back to collective 
training after months of kicking the 
ball against the wall, and despite 
having to follow to the health and 
safety guidelines to cope with Covid-19 
it has been a most worthwhile exercise. 

The month of July was a very enjoyable one for us here in 
the Connacht GAA Centre. To see the ten months of hard work 
on the Air Dome come to fruition was a real joy, and when we 
finally began the inflation of the structure on 23 July it was a 
sight to behold. 

It has been a thoroughly enjoyable few months since work 
began on the site late last year. The first shovel hit the soil in 
October 2019 and even though a short halt had to be called in 
March due to the coronavirus outbreak, we soon got back to 
work and completed the job a couple of months after the 
initial schedule. 

Great thanks must go to the various service providers that 
provided the expert construction skills required to make this 
project a success. The initial groundwork and dome installa-
tion was carried out by Prunty Contracts and Tobin Engineers, 
while SIS did a great job installing the new astroturf pitch.  

As with every significant project everyone has to be pulling 
in the same direction and thanks must go to the Connacht 
Council members for their support of this €3.1 million struc-
ture, as well as the staff here at the Connacht GAA Centre, who 
have worked diligently to get this project across the line. 

I look forward to seeing the first teams running out on the 
surface, under the inflatable roof to see what the experience is 
like for all involved. 

Meanwhile, all of the club games around Connacht have 
given us great hope in the last few weeks and hopefully we will 
be able to complete all the competitions as planned.  

It has been tough on GAA club supporters and families not 
to be able to go to games as they always have done, but thank-
fully we have been able to see many game thanks to the efforts 
of the clubs and county boards to introduce live steaming of 
their competitions. 

We are still a few weeks away from the proposed start of 
the inter-county championships and who knows what lies ahed 
in that time. Hopefully we will be able to play all the games as 
planned, but the main thing is that we remain safe and 
continue to obey the government’s advice on how to deal with 
this pandemic. 

Is mise, le meas,  John Prenty 
Rúnaí, CLG Cuige Connachta

A Chairde Gael, 
 

THERE is no doubt but 2020 will forever be 
remembered as a year of disaster, and 
there is no need for me to go in to the 

details of the wreckage caused by Covid-19 on 
our country as a whole. Never before have we 
witnessed a trail of disaster on all our commu-
nities, something that will never be forgotten. 

 The GAA as the leading organisation 
within our communities has also been severely 
hit by the virus and has been in lockdown for 
several months. The publishing of the GAA 
roadmap for a return to playing games was a 
very welcome development, which meant that 
our county club championships could go 
ahead, albeit with a reduced attendance. 

Now that NPHET have decided that all games 
must be played behind closed doors, is surely a very difficult decision, and 
one that will not rest easy with GAA players and officials the width and 
breath of the country. 

I commend the many GAA clubs and officials who did their utmost to 
implement all the required restriction rules for the safety of the GAA 
supporters who were attending their games, but unfortunately however 
there are instances where GAA clubs and supporters have not covered 
themselves in glory in relation to their application of the restriction criteria. 
Regrettably there is anecdotal and indeed pictorial evidence that the restric-
tion rules where blatantly disregarded by club officials and supporters alike 
while attending some of our games. These are the very same people who 
would be strongly criticising the referee if he failed to implement any of the 
playing rules. 

Why have we let our guard down from a situation whereby our actions 
managed to keep the virus at bay, to a situation where we totally ignore the 
guidelines for the prevention of the spread of the virus, which is now on the 
increase. The restrictions were there to protect us but we have, in some 
cases, chosen to ignore them and now we up in arms with the introduction 
of more stringent measures. 

As they say it’s an ill wind that doesn’t blow some good, and a few posi-
tive things have emerged from the Covid disaster. Due to the great work 
done by our National CCCC in Croke Park we can see a template which 
would give us a calendar of games at county level and also a separate 
calendar of club games. 

Based on the fixture calendar which was developed for 2020, in which it 
was proposed to run the All-Ireland series, albeit on a knockout basis, in 
two and a half months, surely we can complete our inter-county fixtures in 
six months, with our All-Ireland being played in late June or early July, and 
the remainder of the year designated for club fixtures. There are many 
benefit for both the players and indeed for the coffers of club and county 
boards in this arrangement. 

Another welcome development from the wreckage of Covid is the live 
streaming of our championship games by both club and county boards. 
This is a most welcome development for supporters who cannot attend our 
games, and with a total ban on spectators at games this will be a most 
welcome development. Currently the situation in relation to Covid is still 
very unclear,. We hope the remaining club championship games can be 
completed, but we are equally unclear if we will have an All-Ireland series at 
all in 2020. It’s a waiting game. 

On a more positive note, Thursday 23 July 2020 will be remembered as 
an historic day for Connacht GAA with the inflation of the new super dome, 
one of the largest indoor sporting facilities in the world on the grounds of 
the Connacht GAA Centre of Excellence at Bekan. The completion of this 
marvellous indoor playing facility really complements the marvellous play-
ing and training set-up at the Connacht GAA Centre and will provide an 
invaluable service for the development of Gaelic games through the entire 
province and beyond.  

To have taken this whole project from its infancy to the completion 
stage, and to have it completed within budget, was a serious undertaking 
and for this the credit must go the Provincial Secretary John Prenty and his 
team at the Connacht GAA Centre of Excellence. Now come hail, rain, or 
snow our games can proceed without interruption. 

Here’s hoping that we will have an All-Ireland series and indeed plenty of 
GAA action in the weeks and months ahead. 

Is mise, le meas,  

Gearoid Mac Samhráin

Nóta an Uachtaráin

Keep yourself in the loop.  Sign up today for your free elec-
tronic copy of  the magazine – emailed directly to your 
Inbox.  To sign up, email magazine@connachtgaa.ie 

‘Into the West’

‘Into the West’ is produced by the Connacht GAA Council. 
Editor: John Fallon. Published by: Pádraig Corcoran.  
News and photographs for inclusion can be emailed to  
magazine@connachtgaa.ie. To obtain an electronic copy of the 
magazine each quarter, free of charge, email: magazine@connacht-
gaa.ie.  
• Deadline for advertising and copy will be announced on the 
Connacht Council website – www.connachtgaa.ie. 

Nóta an Rúnaí

GERRY McGOVERN 
Connacht GAA President
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CONNACHT CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE AIR DOME

THE wait is over for GAA 
players, officials and 
supporters in Connacht as 
work on the much antici-

pated Air Dome at the Connacht 
GAA Centre has finally been 
completed and is ready for compet-
itive action. 

Checking in at an overall cost of 
€3.1m, construction of the dome 
received €2.1m in funding via 
Government grants, GAA head-
quarters at Croke Park contributed 
€700,000, while the Connacht 
Council made up the remaining 
€300,000 required.  

The structure has thus been 
paid for in full before a ball is 
kicked inside it. 

“It’s a very proud day for the 
Connacht Council and to see a 
facility like this in east Mayo is just 
fantastic. 

“Up until yesterday there were 
still people who thought this was 
all pie in the sky,” said Connacht 
Council secretary John Prenty. 

“It will be a boost for the whole 
of Connacht and we are building it 
out of necessity. 

“We have some very wintry days 
in this area and that’s one of the 
reasons we thought about an 
indoor facility. 

“A lot of the stuff that we do 
here has been delayed because of 
bad weather. We could play FBD 
League, county minor league, 

those sort of games. The pitch is 
130m x 80m, the minimum size of a 
GAA pitch.” 

Work on the site began in Octo-
ber 2019 and despite work being 
stalled in March as the devastating 
effects felt in the country due to 
the Covid-19 shutdown the project, 
it has been completed just a few 
months behind the original sched-
ule. 

The construction of the Air 
Dome means that the Connacht 
Centre of Excellence now has six 
regulation sized pitches – includ-
ing two artificial surfaces – a gym, 
changing room facilities, lecture 
theatre and meeting rooms. 

The maiden inflation of the Air 
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CONNACHT CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE AIR DOME
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Dome took place in early August. 
Taking just a few hours to 
complete, the structure soon took 
its place on the horizon of Bekan 
and the scale of the project 
became evident for everyone. 
When fully inflated the dome is 
150m long, 100m wide and 26m 
high. A 30 metre running track is 
also housed inside the Air Dome, 
which runs parallel to the sideline 
of the GAA pitch. 

The playing surface, a full sized 
4G pitch, was laid during the 
months of June and July, and is 
expected to see action all year 
round, which will ease the pressure 

on the playing fields of the west as 
the weather deteriorates during the 
winter. Initial groundwork was 
carried out by Prunty Contracts 
and Tobin Engineers, while SIS 
were handed responsibility for 
delivering the AstroTurf pitch. 

“The air dome will be equipped 
with state-of-the-art Smart dome 
intelligent system,” explained 
Prenty. 

“Smart dome system ensures 
live video surveillance of the whole 
facility, inside and outside, and 
consisting of a system for constant 

monitoring and control of the 
equipment and other air dome 
features. 

“Due to special project require-
ments some features, which will 
ensure less maintenance costs and 
improved general safety, were 
developed for this project exclu-
sively. 

“Inflating heating units are 
powered by gas and will ensure 
optimal power consumption during 
all year.” 

Connacht Centre of Excellence facility will see club, 
schools and county games and training take place
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CONNACHT CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE AIR DOME

Air Dome was always in our plans
“THE weekend of the Sligo-London 
championship match (in 2018), we 
went to see an air dome that QPR 
had. There's a number of them here 
in this country for tennis and the 
likes but they are way smaller than 
this. 

“But (the engineers) hadn't gone 
to that size before.  

“It's 150m long by 100m wide, 
the biggest ones they had done 
were about 140m by 70m. The chal-
lenge from a GAA point of view 
was the ends because it has to be 
high enough, it's 26m high. 

“It was always in our plans to 
have some kind of indoor facility 
with the weather we have down 
here in the west of Ireland. 

“We did our pitches first and 
main building and then started 
looking at what kind of a building 
we could build. We explored the 
possibility of building a conven-
tional building but it was always in 
our head that we would like a full-
sized pitch covered. But a conven-
tional building that size would cost 
maybe €25-50m, God knows what 
it would cost. 

“When we saw those costs we 
decided it was not going to 
happen. And then we started to 
look around at other options and 
came across the option of an air 
dome.  

“We were in Abbotstown the day 
they opened (the national GAA 
COE) and we met the engineers 
who had been here. They had been 
at a trade show or a sports exhibi-
tion in Germany and they came 
across a company that were doing 
air domes.”
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By IAN COONEY  
Roscommon Herald 

 

CONNACHT GAA Secretary 
John Prenty has hinted 
that the province’s new 
state of the art dome at its 

Centre of Excellence in Ballyhaunis 
may be used for this year’s 
Connacht Senior Football Champi-
onship if restrictions on crowd 
numbers persist because of Covid-
19. 

The €3.1 million Air Dome is 
expected to be fully operational by 
mid-September. When completed, 
the dome will contain 600 seats but 
will also carry a safety certificate 
that could see the venue cater for 
up to 10,000 supporters if further 
seating was installed. 

With the Government’s restric-
tions on indoor gatherings, which 
currently stands at 100, not due to 
be lifted until the end of August at 

the earliest, Prenty told the Irish 
Independent that the dome could 
be used to host championship 
games later this year. 

“(The dome will host) club foot-
ball, inter-county football, training 
and games. We can see FBD 
matches there, minor and U-20 
championship and club champi-
onship from the five counties too,” 
he said. 

“And if we are going to have 
behind closed doors, you could 
play the whole Connacht champi-
onship there if you wanted to. We 
have cameras in it, so we can 
stream games from there too,” he 
said. 

However, a leading Irish disease 
expert believes that there is little 
chance of inter-county action 
resuming later this year because of 
an increase in coronavirus cases. 

“Safely, I would say zero,” said 
Gerry Killeen, UCC Research Chair 
in Applied Pathogen Ecology when 
asked about the prospect of 
completing this year’s inter-county 
championships. 

“For the GAA, it’s an insoluble 
puzzle. How do you play a game of 
hurling socially distanced? It’s not 
possible, 

“It’s time to start taking these 
things seriously and time to stop 
digging ourselves into a bigger 
hole. 

“The only thing that’s really 
recovering is the epidemic. So until 
we actually go after it…you can’t 
recover from an epidemic that’s not 
over,” he explained to RTÉ. 

Prenty says Air Dome 
will be available to all
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

IRELAND’S first indoor GAA 
pitch will be capable of hosting 
the Eurovision song contest if 
required when work on the 

structure in Co Mayo is finished 
this year. 

The €3.1 million indoor dome at 
the Connacht GAA Centre of Excel-
lence in Bekan in Mayo was due to 
be completed lin April but the 
Covid-19 outbreak has pushed that 
back work was completed in 
September. 

But the air dome will be able to 
host a variety of events when it is 
completed and while the primary 
aim will be to provide an indoor 
facility for matches and training, it 
will also be capable of holding 
exhibitions and concerts in the 
future. 

Connacht GAA secretary John 
Prenty said that the funding for the 
project was sourced before work 
began last year and similar to all 
the facilities developed on the 86-
acre facility in Bekan, will not have 
any debt. 

“Everything inside the gate in 
Bekan has been fully paid for. 

There is no debt and we are hope-
ful this is a facility which will bene-
fits for everyone when it is 
finished. We get a lot of bad 
weather in these parts and this will 
be a facility which won’t be 
impacted by that,” he said. 

Close on 30,000 tonnes of stone 
have been put in place for the foun-
dation for a dome which will be 
kept inflated by air which at a cost 
of about €400 a month. 

The pitch will be 130 metres 
long by 80 wide and will be 26 
metres in height. 

“That’s the height of goalposts 
and anyone kicking it higher than 
that shouldn’t be out there,” 
quipped Prenty. “If you are going 
to be hitting the roof you should be 
taken off.” 

The indoor dome is the latest to 
come on stream at the Mayo facil-
ity, with five grass and one astro 
full-size pitches already in place, 
three of them with floodlights. 

“We have teams training and 
playing here all the times, dozens 
and dozens of schools matches 
throughout the year and then 
underage tournaments. There isn’t 
a day goes by that there aren’t 

busloads here. The indoor dome 
will be another addition. 

“It’s the way the GAA should 
spend money in my opinion, laying 
on a facility that can benefit so 
many. A lot of the teams who go 
abroad for camps and the like can 
come here. 

“We will have all kinds of games 
in it. Hopefully down the line we 
will have concerts and stuff like 
that, exhibitions as well. It is a 
facility for all the region,” added 
Prenty. 

The facility could have 10,000 
people at a concert in the future 
and with the 1993 Eurovision 
having taken place at a horse arena 
in Millstreet in Cork, the new dome 
in Mayo could be an option if 
Ireland ever get to stage the song 
contest again. 

“That would be a good idea. But 
I suppose Ireland would have to 
win it first. We will get it finished 
first and then look forward to when 
it can stage games and everything 
else,” added Prenty. 
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Into The West - JULY-AUG 2020.qxp_Layout 1  31/08/2020  19:51  Page 9



 AROUND THE PROVINCE • AROUND THE PROVINCE • AROUND THE PROVINCE

By MIKE FINNERTY 
Mayo News  

 

THE current chances of the GAA 
inter-county championships being 
played this season are rated at ‘50-

50 at best’, according to John Prenty, 
Connacht GAA Council CEO. 

Speaking exclusively to The Mayo 
News, the experienced administrator also 
said he would be ‘very wary’ of inter-
county matches being played behind 
closed doors and warned that there will be 
‘serious financial implications’ for County 
Boards if that happens. 

The 2020 GAA season is scheduled to 
restart on the weekend of October 17/18 
with round six of the National Football 
League, while Mayo’s opening game in 
the Connacht championship against 
Leitrim is fixed for Saturday, October 31. 

“We’ve got to go with the advice from 
the health authorities,” said John Prenty. 
“So there will have to be a decision made. 
Are we prepared to play behind closed 
doors? 

“Personally, I’d be very wary about 
going down the road of playing GAA 
matches in empty stadiums. It’s 
completely alien to the way of the people 
who make up the Association, our way of 
life, the way we do things. But we may 
have to go down that road. 

“It’s been done in the likes of the 
Premier League, but that’s a professional 
sport. We’re an amateur organisation and 
going to games, having supporters there, 
is part of our DNA. 

“The ‘pros’ are that we get the games 
played and complete the 2020 champi-
onships,” he added. “The ‘cons’ are that 
there would be major financial implications 
for County Boards across the country. 
Realistically, most of them won’t be in a 
position to compete anyway if they don’t 
cut back on the costs of preparing their 
inter-county teams.” 

All inter-county teams are clear to 
resume collective training from September 
18, four weeks before the National Foot-
ball League is due to resume for Mayo 
away to Galway. 

But between the current crowd restric-
tions affecting income from club gates, 
and the cost of each inter-county training 
session estimated at €10,000, John 
Prenty believes that some hard decisions 
will have to made by County Board offi-
cials and inter-county managers. 

“With the restrictions on crowds at club 
games staying at 200 for another three 
weeks, that means that County Boards are 
losing around €3,000 per club champi-
onship match until at least August 31,” he 
outlined. 

“And it costs a minimum of €10,000 at 
the moment for an inter-county training 

session. So it could cost a lot of teams 
around €100,000, if they start training on 
September 18, to play in their first champi-
onship match at the end of October. 

“It’s €60,000 if they only train one day 
a week in that six week period. 

“Attendances pay for all of this, along 
with the money from TV rights and spon-
sorship. 

“If there are no games played, then 
there is no money generated at all. 

“If the games are played behind closed 
doors, then you still have the TV and 
sponsorship money. 

“But you have to factor in that 35% of 
all monies generated for each game are 
taken up by costs like insurance, Gardai 
being on duty, pitch rental, and actually 
staging the game in the first place. 

“If the games have to be played behind 
closed doors, then I don’t think it can be 
done from a cost point of view for County 
Boards without serious cutbacks on inter-
county overheads like travel and catering,” 
he added. 

“County Boards may not be in a posi-
tion to pay full travel expenses (each 
player currently receives 65c per mile, 50c 
of that coming from individual County 
Board and 15c from Croke Park). It’s just 
not realistically affordable without gate 
receipts. 

“So players may have to make major 
decisions about things like that.” 
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Prenty: inter-county season 
still uncertain

CEO of Connacht GAA John Prenty says he is 50-50 whether or not the inter-county championship will take place this year.  
Photo: Harry Murphy/Sportsfile.
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Draws made for revised 2020 TG4  
All-Ireland Ladies Football Championships

The Dublin and Galway teams march behind the Artane Band before the 2019 TG4 All-Ireland Ladies Football Senior Championship Final at Croke 
Park.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile.

CHAMPIONS Dublin have been 
pitted with Waterford and Donegal 
in the round-robin phase of the 

revised 2020 TG4 All-Ireland Ladies 
Senior Football Championship.   

The draws were conducted in Port-
laoise, with the four-in-a-row chasing Sky 
Blues handed a spot in Group 3 of the 
pool stages. 

Galway, the 2019 runners-up, have 
been drawn with last year's Intermediate 
winners Tipperary and Monaghan in 
Group 2, while 11-time Senior champions 
Cork will battle it out with Munster rivals 
Kerry, and Ulster representatives Cavan, 
in Group 1. 

Ulster sides Armagh and Tyrone have 
both been drawn together in Group 4, 
alongside 2019 semi-finalists Mayo. 

The four teams topping their respective 
groups will progress straight through to the 
All-Ireland semi-finals, with the 1st team in 
Group 1 facing off against the Group 2 
table-toppers, while the Group 3 winners 
will play the top team in Group 4. 

Dublin, Galway, Cork and Mayo – the 
2019 semi-finalists – were seeded for the 
Senior draw. 

In the Intermediate Championship, 
Westmeath will hope for a swift return to 
the senior ranks following relegation last 
year. 

The Lake County find themselves in an 

all-Leinster Group 2 alongside Longford 
and Louth, who were Junior Champions 
last year. 

Meath, beaten Intermediate finalists in 
2018 and 2019, will battle it out with 
Leitrim and Down in Group 3, while Group 
1 is made up of Roscommon, beaten 
semi-finalists in 2019, and Leinster coun-
ties Offaly and Wexford. 

With 13 teams involved in the Interme-
diate Championship, Group 4 is a group 
made up of four counties, namely Sligo, 
Clare, Kildare and Laois. 

The top team in Group 1 following the 
round-robin phase will play the Group 2 
winners in the All-Ireland semi-finals, while 
the leading teams in Groups 3 and Group 
4 will contest the other semi-final. 

Westmeath, Meath, Sligo and Roscom-
mon were seeded for the Intermediate 
draw. 

An open draw determined the make-up 
of the two groups of three teams for the 
Junior Championship round-robin phase. 

Group 1 contains 2019 runners-up 
Fermanagh, alongside Carlow and Wick-
low, while Derry, Limerick and Antrim have 
been pitted together in Group 2. 

The top two teams in each group will 
contest the All-Ireland semi-finals, with the 
Group 1 winners facing the Group 2 
runners-up, while the Group 2 table-
toppers will face the second-placed team 

in Group 1. 
Ladies Gaelic Football Association 

President Marie Hickey and Ard Stiúrthóir 
TG4, Alan Esslemont, were on hand to 
conduct the draws, and the 2020 finals will 
mark the 20th of the long-standing part-
nership between the LGFA and TG4. 

It was also confirmed that promotion is 
on offer for the winners of the 2020 Junior 
and Intermediate Championships, but rele-
gation will not apply in the Intermediate 
and Senior grades. 

 
 

SENIOR: 
Group 1: Cork, Cavan, Kerry 
Group 2: Galway, Tipperary, Monaghan 
Group 3: Dublin, Waterford, Donegal 
Group 4: Mayo, Armagh, Tyrone 
  
INTERMEDIATE: 
Group 1: Roscommon, Offaly, Wexford   
Group 2: Westmeath, Longford, Louth 
Group 3: Meath, Leitrim, Down   
Group 4: Sligo, Clare, Kildare, Laois   
  
JUNIOR: 
Group 1: Fermanagh, Carlow, Wicklow 
Group 2: Derry, Limerick, Antrim
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THE GAA Museum at Croke Park has 
launched a poignant commemora-
tive events 

series to mark the 
centenary of Bloody 
Sunday, the darkest 
day in the history of 
the GAA and a 
pivotal day in the 
Irish War of Indepen-
dence. 

As the national 
custodian of the 
archives and artefacts 
of the Gaelic Athletic 
Association, the GAA 
Museum has unveiled 
a diverse and sensi-
tively curated series of 
events entitled ‘Remembering Bloody 
Sunday’, 100 years on from the day 14 
civilians were killed by the RIC and 60 
more were injured during 90 seconds of 
gun fire during a football challenge match 
between Dublin and Tipperary at Croke 
Park. 

The programme will include talks, 
tours, a new exhibition and a community 
programme running from August until 
November 2020. 

The first event in the series, the annual 
GAA Museum Summer School, takes 
place this Friday 14 August from 10am-
3.30pm. In keeping with the Bloody 
Sunday commemorations, this year’s 
event will focus on the theme of Sport, 
Peace & Reconciliation, examining the 
role sport can play in the peace and 
reconciliation process and the impact that 
sport has on international affairs. 

The high-profile event has attracted a 
distinguished panel of speakers, including 
historian Dr. Richard McElligott, Diarmaid 
Marsden from Ulster GAA, and Gareth 
Harper from Peace Players International. 

  
The focal point for the centenary 

commemorations will be a new Remem-
bering Bloody Sunday exhibition at the 
GAA Museum, opening in September, 
which will explore the tragic events of the 
fateful day and their impact on Irish history 
through artefacts, newspaper reports, offi-
cial documents, photographs, and victim 
stories. 

Part of this exhibition will include a 
specially commissioned Bloody Sunday 
centenary painting by artist David 
Sweeney, who is a former Dublin GAA 

senior hurling captain and the GAA’s 
eLearning Manager at Croke Park. The 
painting is titled ‘Transilience’, which 
means an abrupt change or leap from one 
state to another. 

Entry to the GAA Museum and the new 
exhibition is complimentary with all tours 
at Croke Park. 

The GAA Museum is also running 
special weekly commemorative Bloody 
Sunday guided tours of Croke Park start-
ing 15 August, which will take visitors 
through the sequence of events on the 
fateful day and discuss the impact Bloody 
Sunday had on both the GAA and Ireland 
itself. 

In addition, a weekly evening ‘Mondays 
at the Museum’ lecture series with leading 
historians will examine Bloody Sunday 
from every angle, bringing thought provok-
ing discussion on a diverse range of 
topics. This runs on Mondays from 14 
September. 

A special edition of RTÉ Radio One’s 
Sunday Miscellany will also take place the 

GAA Museum on Saturday 14 November, 
focusing on Croke Park, the GAA and the 
events around Bloody Sunday. 

  
The GAA Museum has also teamed up 

with History Ireland to host one of their 
Hedge Schools, titled ‘History, Memory & 
Bloody Sunday’. Taking place in the 
museum on November 18, it promises to 
be a lively and unfettered round-table 
discussion with historians and well-known 
personalities. 

As part of the commemorations, 
community based creative writing project 
Fighting Words will run a series of work-
shops for local older residents that will 
involve having conversations to uncover a 
more personal history of the area and its 
people over the last 100 years. Partici-
pants will discuss general history and 
accounts of Bloody Sunday that may have 
been passed down through generations. 
The process will culminate in the creation 
of a book capturing the stories, co-written 
by those who take part. 
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GAA Museum announces p
Bloody Sunday           10 0

The GAA Museum Remembers Bloody Sunday tragedy: Tipperary footballer Bill Maher remem-
bers the 14 victims who lost their lives in the Bloody Sunday tragedy 100 years on at the launch 
of the GAA Museum’s Bloody Sunday centenary events series at Croke Park. For a full list of 
events over the coming months visit www.crokepark.ie/bloodysunday.  

Photo: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile.
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Commenting on the Remembering 
Bloody Sunday commemoration events, 
GAA Museum Director Niamh McCoy said, 
“Celebrating Ireland's national games and 
how the GAA has contributed to our 
cultural, social and sporting heritage is at 
the heart of everything we do at the GAA 
Museum. Remembering Bloody Sunday is 
therefore of utmost importance, as it is 
one of the most tragic and significant 
events in GAA and Irish history. The 
events have been sensitively curated to 
honour the victims of the day and safe-
guard their memory for generations to 
come”. 

Julianne McKeigue, Education & 
Events Manager at the GAA Museum and 
Grand Niece of one of the victims of 
Bloody Sunday, Tipperary footballer 
Michael Hogan, said, “The GAA Musueum 
Bloody Sunday centenary programme will 
remember the loved ones that were lost 
and remind people of who they were. This 
is their story, and we aim to tell it in a 
respectful and thought-provoking way.” 

At the launch even John Horan, Presi-
dent of the GAA, said, “November marks a 
significant anniversary in GAA and Irish 
history, and the GAA Museum has curated 
a fantastic programme to mark the cente-
nary. The GAA will announce further 
events in the coming weeks and we look 
forward to working together to mark this 
historic occasion and respectfully honour 
the victims.” 

Bloody Sunday was one of the most 
significant events in the Irish War of Inde-
pendence, marking a decisive turning 
point in the military struggle between the 
British forces and the IRA. On Sunday 21 
November 1920, sixteen British intelli-
gence agents were shot dead and five 
were wounded in Dublin City by Michael 
Collins’ IRA squad. Later that evening 
thousands gathered at Croke Park to 
watch a great challenge match between 
rivals Dublin and Tipperary, when 
combined forces of RIC and British Military 
surrounded the grounds and opened fire 
on the crowd in retaliation. Tipperary foot-

baller Michael Hogan, along with 13 spec-
tators, lost their lives, and more than 60 
were injured. Later than evening, the 
killing of two high ranking Dublin IRA Offi-
cers, Dick McKee and Peadar Clancy, and 
Irish language enthusiast, Conor Clune, in 
Dublin Castle brought the tragic day to an 
end. Bloody Sunday marked a decisive 
turning-point in the military struggle 
between the British forces and the IRA. 

The events will adhere to the Govern-
ment Road Map for reopening society and 
the easing of public health restrictions. 
The team at the GAA Museum will 
continue to monitor the evolving Covid-19 
situation. The GAA Museum is operating 
to Government’s guidelines with hand 
sanitising stations, queuing systems and 
contactless payment. The museum has 
also reduced the entry numbers on tours 
to make social distancing easy at all times. 

For full details of the programme, 
speaker biogs and advance online ticket 
sales, see www.crokepark.ie/BloodySun-
day 
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s plans to remember 
0 0 years on

A picture paints 100 words: Artist David Sweeney, who is a former Dublin senior hurling captain and eLearning Manager at Croke Park, shows his 
specially commissioned Bloody Sunday commemoration artwork to Director of the GAA Museum Niamh McCoy and Uachtarán Chumann Lúthchleas 
Gael John Horan.                                                                                                                                                                                                       Photo: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile.
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LEADING Galway GAA Coaches, Kevin 
Walsh, Brian Silke and Sean Conlon 
launch GrowCoach, a brand new 

online GAA Coaching solution designed to 
empower GAA Coaches from under age, 
club and elite levels to improve and support 
coaching skills to build players to perform at 
the highest levels. 

Founded in 2018, GrowCoach has deliv-
ered numerous workshops to GAA Clubs 
and County teams throughout Ireland. 
Responding to the COVID19 pandemic 
GrowCoach is now bringing its exclusive 
coaching model online with a series of pre-
recorded and live webinars aimed directly at 
coaches of all grades  worldwide.  

Kevin Walsh, Brian Silke and Sean 
Conlon as GrowCoach, offer unique coach-
ing solutions, which are primarily built on 
the principle of Spatial Awareness – Taking 
Space – Making Space. Webinars and 
workshops will focus on both off the ball and 
on the ball techniques and skills of Spatial 
Awareness while also looking at footwork, 
balance, offensive and defensive play in the 
modern game. 

Grow Coach works with coaches to chal-
lenge the environment of the player, intro-
ducing smart and incisive coaching 
techniques which will build and show indi-
vidual players their crucial roles in Taking 
Space and Making Space  Empowering and 
upskilling Coaches  during the current lock-
down period and assisting them in prepar-
ing for the intensity of the new and 
forthcoming seasons is the primary aim of 
GrowCoach. 

Grow Coach will also deeply explore the 
areas of behaviour and cultures both on and 
off the field of play while also looking at the 
critical techniques of Taking Space & 
Making Space, Footwork and balance. 
Overall empowering coaches to increase a 
players impact on the game. Many other 
coaching topics and skills will be delivered 
in the GrowCoach series of webinars.  

Launching with a free webinar for all who 
register with www.growcoach.ie, coaches 
will experience the essence of the theme of 
coaching Spatial Awareness, the making of 
space and the taking of space with Players. 
The webinar also delves deeply into the 
importance of  coaching skills in the key 
areas of footwork and balance for players 
both on and off the ball in the modern 
game. Using a combination of presentation, 
video and graphics relating to a series of 
key skills, Kevin Walsh, Brian Silke and 
Sean Conlon deliver insightful and practical 
advice which will empower Coaches as they 
embark on what will be a very new and 
intensive GAA season in 2020.  

“Collectively, we’ve been working on 
GrowCoach for the past two years, working 
with Club, County and Elite GAA Coaches 
across men’s and ladies football all over 
Ireland, and the response has been very 

strong,” says Kevin Walsh, former Galway 
Senior Football manager. “With the 
onslaught of COVID19, lockdown and the 
abandoning of games, training and group 
meetings we started to work online with a 
number of coaches and from there decided 
to bring GrowCoach online for the immedi-
ate future. As the GAA announced a return 
of selected activities under the Government 
Health and COVID19 guidelines, the 
response for GrowCoach webinars has 
been very strong. Coaches are keen to be 
in a strong position for their teams and play-
ers despite the impact of lockdown and 
Brian, Sean and I as GrowCoachcan deliver 
the supports they need via our webinars,” 
says Kevin Walsh.  

In light of the current COVID19 
Pandemic, the impact of lockdown, the lack 
of sporting events, training and isolation, 
GrowCoach have chosen to support  
Jigsaw, the National Cengtre for Youth 
Mental Health. In registering for the inaugu-
ral online  GrowCoach webinar you’re 
invited to make a donation of your choice to 
this very worthy charity who’s primary aim is 
to ensure that young people are supported 
should they feel alone, isolated or discon-
nected from others which has been the 
experience of many during the recent lock-
down.  

GrowCoach Directors, Kevin Walsh, 
Brian Silke and Sean Conlon has  long 
established successful careers in the GAA 
both as players and as coaches. Collec-
tively they led Galway Senior Footballers, 
under Kevin’s stewardship to a Division 1 
league promotion while also reaching their 
first All-Ireland Semi-final for Galway Senior 
Footballers in 17 years amongst many other 
accolades.  

Meet GrowCoach 
Kevin Walsh, has many accolades as a 

Galway Footballer including Minor and 
Senior All Ireland Medals from 1986, 1998 
and 2001 and 3 All Stars. A Proud Killannin 
Club man, Kevin has  successfully coached 
at underage and senior club level along with 
senior County coaching and management 
with Sligo and his native Galway both men’s 
and ladies football.  Also recognised in 
Basketball sporting circles in his native 
Killanin and nationally, Kevin’s extensive 
coaching career in both sports gives him 
vast experience for coaching at all grades. 
His ability to successfully coach teams from 
lower league divisions building continuous 
growth and success to achieve division 1 
status has also been one of his hallmarks 
as a coach in GAA circles.  

Galway Senior Footballers, under 
Kevin’s stewardship were promoted to Divi-
sion 1, reaching their first All-Ireland Semi-
final in 17 years. Securing their first 
championship win over Kerry since 1965, 
Galway’s wining ratio for the 5 years  of 
Kevin’s leadership grew to 70% from 33% in 
the previous 5 years. Under his steward-
ship, Galway won 2 Connacht Titles which 
were their first in 9 years. With Sligo, he 
brought them to three Connacht Finals 
while also building their divisional growth. 
He also coached the Galway Ladies Team 
in 2007. 

Observing the time players spend off the 
ball as opposed to playing on the ball, has 
driven Kevin to critical evaluation of spatial 
awareness for  GAA coaches and players. 
His appetite for exploring and exploiting the 
technique of Taking Space and Making 
Space is a primary driver of Grow Coach. 

Brian Silke has vast experience with the 
renowned winning Galway Club, Corofin 
from under age to senior level.  Brian 
captained Corofin to club honours in 2000 
and also captained Dublin club, St 
Sylvestor’s to their only senior champi-
onship success in 1996.. Brian won Minor, 
Senior and Masters All Ireland’s with 
Galway. Brian’s success as a player and 
coach at all age levels with both county and 
club brings with it an appetite to impart his 
experience and coaching knowledge with 
Grow Coach 

Sean Conlon is a qualified PE Teacher 
with over 20 years extensive coaching 
experience with schools and club teams 
combined with 5 years coaching  the 
Galway Senior Football panel. Sean is 
currently  manager of the Barna Senior 
Football Team. Sean played at minor, Under 
21 and Senior level with Galway. His combi-
nation of skills as a PE Teacher, Educator, 
Player and Coach at all levels brings 

For further information log on and regis-
ter today for your first www.growcoach.ie 
webinar. 
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Leading Galway GAA coaches, Kevin Walsh, 
Brian Silke and Sean Conlon launch GrowCoach

Former Galway 
manager Kevin Walsh
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By JOHN HARRINGTON 
GAA.ie 

 

JUST like players, referees are doing 
all they can to ensure they’re as best 
prepared as possible a return to 

action. 
According to the GAA’s National Match 

Officials Manager, Donal Smyth, signifi-
cant work has been done behind the 
scenes to get referees back up to speed. 

“Since Covid -19 kicked in, for most 
referees it's 20 weeks since we've 
refereed you know, and even I as a 
club referee, (I know) it's going to be 
difficult getting back to it,” says 
Smyth. 

“For club referees we actually 
sent out a video that every club 
referee should have got last 
week and that contained 
mental health advice, advice in 
relation to how to get back up 
the fitness, and the pathway 
going forward. 

“This week we'll be sending out 
a video for hurling and football. Two 
separate videos that will allow them look 
at their new rules as part of an in-service 
that they can get up to date on the rules, 
up to date on some of the stuff for going 
forward in relation to the new rules. 

“It'll be like their in-service they did, but 
it will be done with a video that they can 
download themselves and they can watch 
it back at any stage. 

“They should ensure that the Referee's 
Administrator gets that out to them this 
week or especially next week before 
competitive games start because all the 
new rules are explained and it'll help them 
get back into thinking about the game.” 

  
One of the challenges for referees 

returning to officiating Gaelic Football will 
be applying the new rules that came into 
law at Congress 2020. 

“In the last eight months we've have a 
real change,” says Smyth. “We've had the 
new kick out rule we've had an advance 
mark and all those things were played in 
the National League. 

“But since Congress 2020 we got two 
more rules. We got the one in relation to 
the kick out. The ball cannot be kicked 
back directly to the goalkeeper. And it's 
specific about the goalkeeper. A free is 
given from where the goalkeeper kicks the 
ball. 

“The other thing is there's a slight 

change in the advance mark. In the 
advance mark now, if the advance 

mark is taken inside the large or small 
rectangle and the player claims the mark 
he goes back out the 13 metre line. 

“But, in that circumstance, if he decides 
to play on he can be tackled immediately. 
Whereas outside the large rectangle he 
has his four steps. 

“So it's very important to say that in the 
large rectangle or in the small rectangle, 
that if he decides to play on he can be 
tackled immediately without penalty to the 
defender. 

“We will be getting the information out 
regarding the new rules on YouTube 
videos to county boards and to all clubs so 
that will be going as well. 

“It's difficult. No more than playing, 
refereeing is a skill that you know you can 
you roll into it. At Christmas we usually get 
about eight weeks of break, now we we're 
at fifteen or sixteen weeks so it's going to 
be difficult for fellas to get back up to 
speed again. 

“But refereeing is a learned skill you're 
gonna have to acquire it again and take 
your time and you know take your time 
making decisions and we'll get them right. 

“The rulebook is there and it's always 
available and, you know, fellas should be 
keeping themselves up to date on the 
rules.” 

Just like players and mentors, refer-
ees must also fill out a Covid-19 
health questionnaire and complete an 
online education module before they 
return to action. 

And, as Donal Smyth explains, 
they must also follow certain guide-
lines they have been issued with 
that are designed to keep them and 
their fellow match officials safe. 

“Every referees administrator 
has been informed of the guidelines 

and county boards, so every club referee 
in the country should have got those links 
now with the information explaining what 
to do in a game in certain circumstances," 
says Smyth. 

It's about keeping safe. It is the respon-
sibility of referee to keep them safe, the 
other match officials, they have their 
umpire with them as well, they have their 
sideline officials. So the referee is very 
important. 

“As I say, he's the captain of his team 
but he should ensure also that the guide-
lines are followed. Just simple things like 
players shouldn't be getting too close. Try 
to keep your distance when you're dealing 
with players. They're the simple things at 
the moment. 

“But the most important thing for a 
referee before he referees is he has to do 
his education module online and he has to 
be certified which he should send to the 
Referees Administrator. 

“He has to do his health questionnaire 
online as well as part of the referees pool 
and that will automatically go to the Refer-
ees Administrator who's the Covid Admin-
istrator and then the guidelines which he 
can print out and he could bring to a game 
to keep himself safe and the people he's 
with safe during the game.” 
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Referee Austin O'Connor during the Galway 
County Senior Football Championship Group 1 
Round 1 match between Salthill-Knocknacarra 
and St Michael's at Pearse Stadium in Galway.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile.

Referees putting in the 
hard yards to keep fit
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THE 2020 M. Donnelly GAA All-
Ireland Poc Fada Finals were offi-
cially launched by Uachtarán 

Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, John Horan 
and in Co. Louth. 

This is a very special year for a number 
of reasons. Firstly, this year’s competition 
is an invitational event seeing recent 
competitors return to the mountain in what 
promises to be a highly competitive field. 
Also, it marks 60 years since the first 
event which saw six U-16 boys compete. 
This year also sees us celebrate one of 
the longest running GAA sponsorships. 
Martin Donnelly has been sponsoring GAA 
Poc Fada for 25 years through his MD 
myclubshop.ie brand- A fantastic contribu-
tion that has sustained this competition 
throughout so many years. 

The unique Gaelic Games contest 
promises to be a great day of sport. 
Speaking at the launch Uachtarán CLG 
John Horan said: "Given all of the difficul-
ties we have experienced with staging 
events this year because of the pandemic, 
it is uplifting to see that the significant 60th 
anniversary staging of An Poc Fada is in 
the calendar with an invitational field of 
talent assembled. There is great credit 
due to the organising committee who over 
the last number of years have succeeded 
in greatly reviving the interest in an event 
which has its roots so deep in our history 
and consistently draws some of the best of 
our players to the fabled Annaverna moun-
tain range. Martin Donnelly deserves our 
thanks for his long standing commitment 
to supporting this competition and I wish 
all involved a safe and successful and 
enjoyable day on the mountain course." 
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Strong Connacht interest 
in 2020 Poc Fada

  PLAYING ORDER 
SENIOR HURLING  
i.       AON - TBC 
ii.      Colin Ryan – Limerick 
iii.       Brendan Cummins - Tipperary 
iv.     Cathal Kiely – Offaly 
v.      Darren Geoghegan - Louth 
vi.     Ronan Taafe – Clare 
vii.    Tadhg Haran – Galway 
viii.   Gareth Johnson – Down 
ix.     Paddy Mc Killian – Tyrone 
x.      Sean Nugent – Galway 
xi.     Callum Quirke – Wexford 
xii.    Cillian Kiely – Offaly (2019 Champion) 

 
 
SENIOR CAMOGIE  
i.       Aideen Lyons - Galway 
ii.      Louise Dougan - Derry 
iii.     Martina McMahon - Limerick 
iv.     Abbye Donnelly - Meath 
v.      Molly Lynch - Cork 
vi.     Lyndsey Condell - Carlow 
vii.    Sarah Healy - Galway 
viii.   Aoife Murray - Cork 
ix.      Susan Earner - Galway 
x.      Catriona Daly  Galway (2019 Champion) 

Catriona Daly of Galway is ready 
to compete in the M. Donnelly Poc 
Fada All Ireland Finals at the 
Annaverna Mountain in Louth.  

Photo: David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile.
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Speaking about this year’s Finals Ard 
Stiúrthóir an Cumann Camógaíochta 
Sinéad McNulty said: “It’s fantastic to see 
the All-Ireland Poc Fada Finals proceed 
once more this year in what is always an 
exciting day in the Camogie calendar. I am 
particularly enthused to see such a star-
studded field taking part on what should 
be a fantastic occasion in the Cooley 
Mountains.”  

Defending senior hurling champion 

Cillian Kiely (Uíbh Fhailí) puts his crown 
on the line against a high calibre field that 
includes his brother Cathal and nine time 
Poc Fada champion Brendan Cummins. 
The Kielys finished in first and second 
place last year with Cillian finishing with 
one less poc than his younger sibling, 
Cathal. 

Galway's Catríona Daly will be aiming 
to defend her title in a high calibre field 
that includes former champions Aoife 

Murray (Cork), Lyndsey Condell (Carlow), 
Susan Earner (Galway). 

Unfortunately, due to Covid 19 restric-
tions that have been in place in the 
months leading up to the event, there is no 
U-16 competitions this year. 

The M. Donnelly GAA All-Ireland Final 
proceedings will get under way at 11am on 
Annaverna Mountain, Ravensdale, Co. 
Louth on Saturday, September 5th. 

n
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Tadhg Haran of Galway, Colin Ryan of Limerick and Darren Geoghegan of Louth during the launch of the M. Donnelly Poc Fada All Ireland Finals at 
the Annaverna Mountain in Louth.                                                                                                                                                                Photo: David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile.
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THE Gaelic Players Association's 
(GPA) Annual General Meeting 
has been told that the player's 

body supported a record 1448 individ-
ual players in 2019, a 31% increase on 
the previous twelve months. The AGM 
also heard that 81% of the GPA's net 
revenue was spent directly on player 
welfare and player development 
services; an exceptional performance 
that significantly exceeds the asso-
ciation's yearly target of 75% and 
is up 5% compared to 2018. 

Chairman Seamus Hickey 
and CEO Paul Flynn outlined 
some of the other key highlights 
from the report, which were 
presented at the AGM including: 

• the development of our long-
term strategy with Sustain-
able Amateurism at its core 

• the progress on fixtures 
reform through the 
Fixtures Review Taskforce 

• negotiation of €3 million 
Government Grants Fund-
ing 

• the GPA's inaugural Balance 
2020 player welfare conference 

• the launch of our Student Report 

• our second Rookie Camp targeting 
players entering the inter-county 
game 

• the establishment of the GPA's Transi-
tion Camp aimed at players exiting 
the game 

While the 2019 Annual Report was an 
opportunity to reflect, it was also an oppor-
tunity to outline the key priorities for 2020 
and beyond including: 

• monitoring the development of Covid-
19 and its potential impacts on the 
2020 season 

• the conclusion of the work on fixtures 
reform through the Fixtures Review 
Taskforce 

• the digital transformation of the GPA's 
service offerings to allow for an 'On 
Demand' approach for players 

• the successful conclusion of negotia-
tions with the GAA 

• finalising the formal integration 
between the GPA and WGPA 

The GPA's Head of Operations and 
Finance Ciarán Barr reported that "2019 
was another positive financial year" for the 
organisation. He highlighted that €2.6 
million had been invested in the health, 
welfare and development of players along-
side a further €3 million in Government 
Grant Funding. A net surplus of just over 
€87,000 was reported overall. 

There were three 
motions down for deci-
sion at the AGM, all of which 
were passed. These will now 
form part of the GPA's work in the 
coming weeks and months. 

Motion 1: Lobby GAA and Sport 
Ireland for review of anti-doping educa-
tion process to ensure education is 
completed before January 31st. 

Rationale: This is to ensure education 
is completed before testing starts. (Yes 
98%) 

Motion 2: Development of GPA work-
group to determine the 'optimal physical 
player contact time' for inter-county play-
ers. 

Rationale: Based on recommenda-
tions from the ESRI and GPA Student 
Reports which highlighted the significant 
impact of the inter-county game on players 
personal and professional commitments, 
the GPA will establish a workgroup to 

develop the optimal time for inter-county 
player contact time to help more robust 
policy and control to improve the inter-
county playing environment. Very impor-
tantly, this will be a science-led approach. 
(Yes 100%) 

Motion 3: Development of 'GPA Confi-
dential Disclosure' platform to help review 
squad adherence to offseason. 

Rationale: The ESRI report indi-
cated that 40% of inter-county 

admitted having no off-season 
in the calen-
dar year 
while the 
2019 GPA 

survey 
showed that 

67% of players 
would be supportive of 

stronger player adherence to 
no inter-county training before 

December 1st. This platform, as 
has been implemented in other 

sports, will provide the capability for 
players to report, confidentially 
any local breaches of closed 
season training regulations. (Yes 
96%) 

The AGM also ratified the 
appointments of new members 
to the GPA's National Executive 
Committee (NEC). Galway's 
Padraig Mannion, Tyrone's Niall 
Morgan and Tipperary's Niall 

O'Meara join the group. Sincere 
thanks were expressed to outgo-

ing NEC members Aidan Forker 
(Armagh), David Collins 

(Galway), Brendan Maher 
(Tipperary) and Indepen-

dent Director Fergus 
Clancy.
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Mannion added to GPA National 
Executive Committee

Padraic Mannion of Galway in action during 
the Leinster GAA Hurling Senior Champi-
onship.         Photo: Stephen McCarthy/Sportsfile
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SHARING Féile memories has meant 
a funding boost for four GAA clubs, 
despite the John West Féile na nÓg 

and Féile na nGael competitions not 
taking place this year due to Covid-19 
restrictions. 

Boys and girls under-14 teams from all 
over Ireland who were gearing up for this 
year’s John West Féile competitions were 
asked to create a My Féile Memories 
video to win €1,000 for their club, cour-
tesy of John West. 

Although the competitions cannot take 
place in 2020, sponsors John West are 
committed to honouring their commitment 
to the competition to enable teams to 
prepare for the 2021 events. 

The winning clubs are: Westport 
Camogie Club, Co Mayo (camogie), 
Brickey Rangers, Co Waterford (boys 
Gaelic football), Kiltale Hurling and Camo-
gie Club, Co Meath (hurling), Blessington 
LGFA, Co Wicklow (girls football). 

The 2020 John West Féile na nGael 
hurling and camogie finals were due to 
take place across Dublin, Kildare and 
Meath in June, with the John West Féile 
na nÓg football finals scheduled for Done-

gal, Derry and Tyrone. 
“The cancellation of the 2020 John 

West Féile came as big disappointment to 
hundreds of young footballers, hurlers and 
camogie players all over Ireland, but 
safety must always come first,” said Lucy 
Gratton of natural protein experts John 
West. 

“The John West Féile will be back 
stronger than ever next year, promoting 
the philosophy that every player should 
participate at a level fitting with their age, 
skills and strengths as well as allowing 
clubs to play against and foster links with 
teams in other counties and provinces. 

“Creating and sharing special memo-
ries is a very important part of the John 
West Féile experience and we are grateful 
to all the clubs which used the Teamer app 
to share videos which highlighted this.” 

Throughout its sponsorship of the John 
West Féile competitions, John West has 
focused on encouraging children to partici-
pate in Gaelic Games while emphasising 
the importance natural protein plays in 
fuelling a young athlete. 

To keep underage players sharp with-
out competition, inter-county stars and 

John West Féile Ambassadors, Dan 
Morrissey, Limerick (hurling); Sarah 
Dervan, Galway (camogie); Michael 
Murphy, Donegal (Gaelic football) and 
Niamh Collins, Dublin (ladies football) 
have each recorded coaching videos for 
the John West Ireland Facebook page. 

“As a young 13-year-old club, John 
West Féile na nGael has been one of the 
most important factors in our develop-
ment,” said Sinead Muldoon of Westport 
Camogie Club. 

“This is brilliant news for us and our 
John West Féile na nGael memories of 
the fun, friendship, competition and 
success we have shared will always be a 
special part of our club.” 

According to GAA Sponsorship and 
Commercial Manager, Diarmaid Murphy, 
“John West’s continued support of the 
Féile competitions shows how its relation-
ship with the competition is very much a 
partnership as opposed to just a sponsor-
ship.”
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John West financial 
boost for Mayo GAA club

Lidl Ireland celebrates the launch of ‘Girls Play Too: Inspiring Stories Of Irish Sportswomen’, the first ever collection of stories about Ireland’s 
most accomplished sportswomen. The book is available exclusively in all Lidl stores across the island of Ireland from Thursday, 20 August to 
Sunday, 6 September. On hand at the launch were author and RTÉ Sport broadcaster, Jacqui Hurley, centre, along with Lidl brand ambassadors, 
Mayo and Collingwood AFLW footballer Sarah Rowe, left, and Ireland hockey captain Katie Mullan, pictured at St Marks GAA Club in Tallaght, 
Dublin.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Photo: Sam Barnes/Sportsfile
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By IAN COONEY 
Roscommon Herald 

 
 

ST Brigid’s GAA Club has officially 
launched a major development 
project involving the construction of 

a new gym and meeting room along with a 
series of infrastructural upgrades. 

Sustained development has taken 
place over the decades at the South 
Roscommon club since the original 
purchase of five and a quarter acres at 
Newpark, Kiltoom in 1953. The last devel-
opment of this scale at the club occurred 
in 1988 when the Community Centre 
Complex was built. 

Among its extensive facilities, the club 
now has three floodlit pitches, a handball 
complex in Curraghboy and a community 
walking track. 

As the club now moves into the next 
phase of its development, St. Brigid’s 
currently caters for 18 teams from U-8 to 
senior, across boys, girls and adult 
grades. 

The current development project 
involves the construction of a new gym 
and meeting/multi-functional room as part 
of a new extension to the existing 
Complex. The upgrade and extension of 
the car park and upgrades of the club 
dressing rooms, kitchen and roof will also 
take place as part of this project. 

“This is a major development which will 

benefit our club, the wider community and 
future generations. The club is receiving 
significant funding from Leader and a 
specific target from our own resources 
now needs to be raised,” explained Club 
Chairperson, Michael McDonnell. 

To coincide with the project, a fundrais-
ing campaign is getting underway, centring 
on a “Buy a Brick” initiative where people 
can sponsor illustrated bricks that will 
eventually go on mounted displays in the 
new building. 

“We are encouraging all our members 
and our club diaspora to support the club’s 
fundraising efforts in whatever way possi-
ble in order to bring to fruition a develop-
ment that will have lasting benefits for our 
club and community,” said Mr McDonnell. 
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St Brigid’s launch 
new club development 

The proposed new development at the home of St Brigid’s GAA club in Roscommon.

St Brigid’s home in Kiltoom. Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile
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By IAN COONEY 
Roscommon Herald 

 

ONE of St Brigid’s GAA Club’s 
finest servants recently left for 
an overseas mission with the 

Defence Forces. 
Ian Kilbride has been to the fore 

during some of the South Roscom-
mon club’s greatest days, leading to 
that never-to-be-forgotten All-Ireland 
club triumph in 2013. 

His physicality was a huge asset 
to St Brigid’s during the glory days. 
That willingness to work hard in the 
trenches, paving the way for the likes 
of his brother Senan, Karol Mannion, 
Frankie Dolan to grab the limelight 
further up the field. 

A few years ago, he trained hard 
overseas in an effort to get back into 
the Roscommon senior football panel 
under Kevin McStay. Given his mili-
tary background, he followed his 
training programme to the letter of 
the law to make sure he was in the 
best possible shape when he 
returned for the 2017 provincial 
championship. 

It summed up his attitude and his 
determination to be the best he could 
be. Later that summer, he won a 
Connacht Senior Football Champi-
onship medal, a fitting reward for all 
those hours spent training on his 
own. 

St Brigid’s GAA Club has led the 
well-wishes to its former player, 
something no doubt being replicated 
by team-mates at both club and 
county level. 

“St Brigid’s would like to 
wish our colleague, 
Commandant Ian Kilbride, 
all the very best as he 

embarks tomorrow for a two-year 
dispatch to the Middle East with the 
Defence Forces,” the club posted in a 
Tweet on Thursday. 

Best of luck Ian from everyone in 
the Roscommon Herald.

ROSCOMMON GAA wishes to confirm that Ciarán Comerford has stepped down 
from his position as the Roscommon Senior Hurling Team Manager. Ciarán 
was in his final year at the helm of the senior team, but rather than 

complete the season when inter-county training resumes in September, he has 
brought the decision forward to facilitate a smooth transition into next year. 

The former Laois and Borris-Kilcotton player has been a very popular 
manager here in Roscommon since his appointment back in November 
2017. 

Speaking after the announcement Roscommon Hurling Board 
Chairman Christy McDermott said: “I’d like to thank Ciarán for his 
efforts over the past two and half years with the Roscommon 
team. I fully respect the decision he has made, as the 
Christy Ring Competition will not now commence until 
much later in the year. Ciarán feels this is a more appropri-
ate time to step down as it allows a new manager to 
prepare for the Christy Ring Cup and the new season 
which will follow on so closely. We had some good days 
including our winning of the Division 3 A National 
League last year. For those, we thank you Ciarán”. 
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Former 
Roscommon 
player Ian 
Kilbride will be 
absent for the game due 
to work commitments 
abroad.  

Photo: Daire Brennan/Sportsfile

St Brigid’s wishes Ian Kilbride all the best

Comerford steps 
down as Roscommon 
hurling boss
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Ciarán Comerford recently stepped down as 
Roscommon hurling manager.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile
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By DECLAN ROONEY  
Media West Ireland 

 

A ROSCOMMON GAA volunteer says 
hearing the life story of someone 
with financial difficulties in his home 

town of Lanesboro prompted him to take 
on a fundraising cycle to every GAA club 
in the county. 

Fintan McCormack completed the 
350km cycle to the 32 GAA clubs in 
Roscommon on a wet Saturday in July 
and says he is thrilled with the thousands 
of euro he has already raised for Midlands 
Simon. 

The St Faithleach’s club man put in a 
month’s training ahead of the event, and 
after a 4.30am start at his home club, he 
finished 19 hours later at the home of 
Roscommon football at Dr Hyde Park. 

“I was happy to get finished up, but it’s 
a lovely thing to be able to have raised 

that sort of money,” said McCormack.  
“I’m happy that I got it done, it was a 

tough cycle, but the money that I raised is 
that’s all I care about. 

“A couple of lads cycled with me: 
Ciaran Murray cycled all day with me. I 
was planning on doing it on my own, but 
thank God they stayed with me. Only for 
Ciaran I’d still be cycling.  

“My dad and my uncle drove behind us 
all day too, so I got some great help and 
support along the way.” 

McCormack is a former member of 
Lanesboro Triathlon Club, where he 
picked up his fondness for the bike, 
although St Faithleach’s GAA club 
remains his first love.  

Kit man and water boy for the club 
seniors, McCormack is always eager to 
play his part for the locality, but meeting a 
stranger who told him his life story inspired 
him to challenge himself again. 

“Doing something for a good cause is 

always worth it. Anyone could end up in a 
place where they feel they might never be. 
You never know what’s around the corner. 
You could be working all your live playing 
a mortgage, but you could end up being 
homeless very quickly.  

“The reason I picked Midlands Simon 
is I met a lad when I was walking the dog 
one day in Lanesboro and I got chatting to 
him. He was in financial difficulty. He told 
me his life story and I got him some food 
and things. I took it all in.  

“You have to listen to people, you 
cannot look down on anyone because you 
don’t know what situation they are in in 
life. 

“Everybody can do something, shave 
their head for cancer charities or some-
thing to raise a few pound.  

“My go fund me page will be open for 
another two weeks, so if anyone wants to 
donate they can kindly donate, and it is all 
going to a good cause.”
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St Faithleach’s member Fintan 
gets on his bike for charity

Anyone interested in donating to Fintan’s challenge can do so at: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/midland-simon-

community?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet.

Fintan McCormack cycled to every GAA 
club in Roscommon to raise money for 
Midlands Simon.
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By IAN COONEY 
Roscommon Herald 

 
 

ULTAN Harney made a 
welcome return to competitive 
action for the first time in over 

a year as Clann na nGael guaranteed 
a championship play-off at least with a 
hard-fought 0-11 to 0-8 victory against 
Elphin at a wet Orchard Park. 

Harney hasn’t played since suffering a 
knee injury in the run-up to last year’s 
Connacht final, and his introduction for the 
final ten minutes helped Clann keep 
Elphin at bay. 

The home side were 0-5 to 0-4 ahead 
at the interval but Clann upped the ante 
after the break, with Jamie Fahy, Donal 
Shine, Ciarán Lennon, Cathal Shine and 
substitute Conor Farrell kicking some fine 
scores from play to eke out a deserved 
win for Liam Kearns’ side. 

The result leaves St. Brigid’s and Clann 
tied at the top of Group A, but the big 
losers were Strokestown who now must 
prepare themselves for a relegation play-
off, irrespective of how they fare against 
Clann in their last game. 

Roscommon Gaels got their champi-
onship campaign back on track with a 1-
15 to 0-12 triumph against St. Croan’s at 
Kiltoom. However, the victory came at a 
cost as both Richard 
Hughes and John 
McManus 
received 
straight red 
cards in 
second-half 
stoppage 
time, as did 
St Croan’s 
forward Cathal 
Connelly. 

Peter Gillooly, with 1-
6, and Scott Oates, with 0-4, did most 
of the damage on the scoreboard for 
the Gaels. 

Boyle 
survived a 
major scare 
as they just 
about 
managed to 
beat Tulsk by 
1-10 to 1-9 in 
the day’s early 
game at 
Strokestown. 

A Mark O’Donohoe goal 
put some breathing space 

between the sides early on but 
a goal from Tulsk substitute 

Daniel Connolly in injury-time 
threatened to throw the cat among 

the pigeons. But Boyle, who never 
reached the heights of six days earlier 
against Pádraig Pearses, were able to 
hold on in a nervous finale. 

Kilmore produced the result of the 
evening in the intermediate championship 

as they clipped the wings of high-flying 
Éire Óg at James Timothy Park, Loughg-
lynn. Oisín Boland and Paul Garvey 
grabbed the crucial goals in a superb 2-13 
to 0-13 victory for Cian Smith’s troops. 

Oran were far too strong for Castlerea 
St. Kevin’s at O’Rourke Park as goals in 
either half from Jack Earley and Ciarán 
Lawless procured a comfortable 2-15 to 1-
7 victory for Billy Donnellan’s side. 

There was plenty of drama in Group B 
as Man of the Match Diarmuid Murtagh 
landed a brilliant long-range point at the 
death to deny a brave Kilbride challenge in 
a thriller at Rockfield. 

Kilbride, who led by 3-6 to 2-8 at the 
break, probably deserved a draw but Man 
of the Match Murtagh, who kicked 1-6 over 
the hour, broke their hearts in additional 
time to secure a high-scoring 2-17 to 4-10 
triumph for his side. 

Creggs will join St. Faithleach’s in the 
quarter-finals following their 2-12 to 0-9 
victory against St. Aidan’s at Creggs. 

Two sensational goals from Noel 
Gately alongside the scoring 

prowess of Shane and Ronan 
Dowd proved to be the difference 

between the sides.
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Ultan Harney made a successful comeback 
from injury during Clann na Gael’s champi-
onship tie with Elphin.  

Photo: Seb Daly/Sportsfile

Harney ends injury nightmare 
as Clann edge past Elphin
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By Ian Cooney 
Roscommon Herald  

 

THE history of Roscommon hurling 
has been fragranced with the scent 
of some sweet hurlers in their pomp. 

Liam Murray was one of them. Over a 15-
year period, the St Dominic’s player was a 
totemic figure, a skilful aristocrat of the 
game that could pull something special 
from his locker when it was needed. He 
would have walked on to most hurling 
teams in the country. 

Murray danced with the best of them. 
Getting the chance to match up to 
Galway when the Connacht senior hurl-
ing final was given a chance to breathe 
in the mid-nineties brought out the best 
in him. He felt comfortable in elite 
company, not that he ever took anything 
for granted. 

“I never passed much head of praise, 
to be honest. It was nice to hear it but I 
would never let it define me. I was 
always looking towards the next game. 
Like a lot of lads, I knew the distance 
between a pat on the shoulder and a kick 
in the backside. 

“It would be the same when we lost. 
I’d never get too grumpy or cut up about it 
because there was always another day. 
The following Sunday was never too far 
away — when you could go out and 
redeem yourself,” he explained. 

Murray was always fascinated by hurl-
ing. From the moment Vincent Pierce 
nurtured a love of the game in him during 
his days at Ballymurray National School, 
Murray was destined for big things. 

A Cumann na mBunscol title was 
followed by some heady days in Roscom-
mon CBS where, under Tommy Waldron 
and Mick Fahey, provincial titles were 
garnered. There was disappointment in 
the early nineties when Abbey CBS, 
Tipperary, lowered CBS colours in an All-
Ireland B final. That particular panel 
included the likes of Tom Healy and the 
late Conor Connelly. 

“We had some great craic. I have loads 
of fond memories from my time in CBS,” 
he recalled. 

He came into the Roscommon senior 
hurling set-up as an 18-year-old around 
the same time as he was part of the 
county’s minor footballers that beat Mayo 
in the Connacht final before succumbing 
to Armagh in the All-Ireland semi-final in 
1992. 

“We had experienced heads like Tom 
Killion and Adrian Kelly at the time. A few 
years later, we were playing Galway in the 
Connacht championship, and we had 

some great games against them in 
Athleague and the Hyde. We got quite 
close to them one year but we had some 
fabulous players like the late Mickey 
Cunniffe. They were great games to be 
involved in,” he remembered. 

An All-Ireland B success in Ruislip, 
when Roscommon edged out hosts 
London in 1994, set the wheels in motion 
for that annual provincial joust against 
Galway. Hurling was riding on the crest of 
a wave at the time nationally, with Clare 
and Wexford making major breakthroughs. 

In Roscommon, there was huge inter-
est too, especially in the local senior hurl-
ing championship which was being shared 
by various clubs. St Dominic’s contested 
six county finals, including a replay against 
Tremane in 1996, winning two of them in 
1994 — the club’s first title in 27 years — 
and 1999. 

“Every club felt they had a chance of 
winning it. Oran and Four Roads were 
strong. Tremane made a major break-
through in ’96. Athleague were in a final 
and we were always there or thereabouts. 
When we won it 1994, people were telling 
me to enjoy the moment but I was always 
looking to see where the next one would 
come from. We had to wait five years. I 
didn’t think it would take that long,” he 
remarked. 

In 1999, Roscommon beat Kildare in 
an All-Ireland B semi-final at GAA head-
quarters on the same day as the senior 
quarter-final replay between Clare and 
Galway. 

“To play in Croke Park was an experi-
ence I’ll never forget. I had been there with 
the minor footballers but we never got 
going that day. 

“I recall Brendan Boyle’s frees getting 

Murray recalls greats days h
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Liam Murray of Roscommon in action against Fergus Flynn of Galway during the 1999 Guinness 
Connacht Senior Hurling Championship Final match between Galway and Roscommon at Dr Hyde 
Park in Roscommon.                                                                                         Photo: Brendan Moran/Sportsfile
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us over the line but we had a 
great pool of players that 
enjoyed each other’s 
company. 

“So to play in Croke 
Park, with the hurlers, 
where you watched your 
heroes growing up, and win 
with those Roscommon players was 
very satisfying,” he highlighted. 

Managed by Mike Conneely, Roscom-
mon went on to beat Carlow in the final 
that required a replay in Tullamore. 

“It was a great win for us. There hadn’t 
been a lot of hype about beating London 
five years earlier but there was far more 
interest in this success. Mike (Conneely) 
was the helm. He was a great man to get 
you revved up before a game,” he noted. 

A period of transition followed where, in 
Murray’s words, Roscommon endured 
“more bad days than good”. Good 
managers like Anthony Cunningham and 
Damien Coleman came and went but 
Murray was always happy to keep the 
show on the road for his county. 

“I never thought about walking away. I 
always loved playing for Roscommon, 
even when things weren’t going well. I 
enjoyed every minute of it and I gave it all 
I had,” he acknowledged. 

That loyalty was rewarded when 
Roscommon returned to Croke Park in 
2007. Murray was now one of the more 
experienced members of the panel. Under 
David McConn’s management, Roscom-
mon eked out a 1-12 to 0-13 victory to win 
the Nicky Rackard Cup for the first time at 
Armagh’s expense. 

“It’s funny how you look back on 
games. I can’t remember much about the 
games in 1992 and 1999 in Croke Park 
but I can recall a lot about that game. 

“The first thing I remember is thinking 
to myself at half time that I wouldn’t be 
able to come out for the second half if this 
pace kept going. I think the Dubs were 
playing afterwards, so there was a good 
atmosphere around the place. 

“Just getting that opportunity to win 
some silverware in Croke Park, it’s what 
you dream of. When you get the chance to 
run around the field afterwards with the 
cup and see faces in the crowd that you 
know, that sort of thing never leaves you,” 
he admitted. 

However, Murray knew that his time in 
the county colours was coming to an end. 
He soldiered on for another year or two 
before finally calling it a day in 2009. 

“I don’t regret a minute of it. I got a 
great kick out of playing hurling for 
Roscommon. I would never have wanted 
to play for any other team. 

“In a county like Roscommon, you just 
got on with it. I never saw training as a 
chore. I made friends for life from hurling 
with the county,” he highlighted. 

However, Murray isn’t sure whether 
he’d derive as much satisfaction from the 
current climate where survival of the fittest 
appears to be the name of the game. 

“I’m not sure I’d be all that comfortable 
with it. It’s hard for counties like Roscom-
mon now. I know the players that are there 
are giving it 100 per cent, like I did, but 
there are a lot of distractions out there. 

“For an intercounty player, it’s pretty 

much every day of the week. When I 
played on a Sunday, you forgot about it 
and went training on the Wednesday. The 
game has gone professional in everything 
but name and that makes it very tough for 
counties like Roscommon,” he felt. 

But Liam Murray can rest easy in the 
knowledge that he gave it his best shot. 
Through the good and the bad times, he 
stood out from the crowd. His modesty 
about the talent he possessed speaks 
volumes about his amiable character. 

In simple terms, he was “one of the 
great ones”. 

s hurling for Roscommon 
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During the 1997 Connacht championship Liam Murray strikes under the close look of  Galway’s 
Vinnie Maher.                                                                                                  Photo: Ray McManus/Sportsfile. 
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WESTERN Gaels and Roscommon 
Gaels cemented their berths in 
this year’s senior football champi-

onship quarter-finals with victories against 
St Croan’s and Fuerty respectively. 

Western Gaels ran riot in Frenchpark, 
thumping Croan’s by 4-20 to 1-10. First-
half goals from Aidan Dowd, James 
McDonnell and Finbar Cregg handed 
Fergal O’Donnell’s men an unassailable 3-
10 to 0-3 lead at the interval. 

Luke Hester and Aidan Brogan 
swapped goals on the resumption but the 
championship intensity had long since 
evaporated from the contest 

Goals from Mark Healy and Ronan 
Carolan handed Roscommon Gaels local 
derby bragging rights against Fuerty as 
Liam McNeill’s men prevailed by 2-12 to 0-
13 points at Mulhern Park. 

Oran topped the Group of Death in the 
intermediate football championship with a 
hard-earned 0-14 to 0-11 victory against 
Éire Óg at Rockfield. 

The home side led 0-8 to 0-7 at the 
break but they needed late points from 
Charlie Carty, Colin Walsh and Man of the 
Match Darragh Walsh to seal the deal. 
Conor Cox ended up with 0-7 for Éire Óg. 

Kilmore survived a major scare before 
seeing off Castlerea St Kevin’s by a point, 
0-14 to 2-7, in Kilmore. 

Adam McDermott struck an early goal 
for Castlerea as the visitors led by 1-5 to 
0-6 at half time. When Colm McDermott 
added another green flag within a minute 
of the restart, the shock was on but 
Kilmore held their nerve with late points 
from Derek Connellan and Oisín Boland. 

A late Conor Fallon goal saw St 
Dominic’s squeeze through to the last 
eight as top seeds against Shannon Gaels 
at Knockcroghery. 

Matthew Bourke scored a fantastic 
goal after a 60-metre solo run to hand the 
visitors a 1-8 to 0-6 interval lead. A stun-
ning late save from Shannon Gaels goal-
keeper Marcus Feeney appeared to pave 
the way for a famous Shannon Gaels 
victory but Fallon had the final say in the 
third minute of injury time. 

Last year’s Junior A champions, Balli-
nameen, ensured their survival at interme-
diate level with a well-deserved 2-16 to 
2-8 victory against St Barry’s at Tarmon-
barry. 

With Dessie Carlos dominant, the 
winners led by 0-9 to 1-5 at the break, and 
second-half goals from Peter Keane and 
James Tansey ensured that Ballinameen 
finished third in the group. Pauric Halpin 
and Diarmuid Walsh scored St Barry’s 
goals who must now dust themselves 
down for a relegation play-off. 

 

DRAWS 
 
Meanwhile the draws for the play-offs 

in both championships took place. 
Roscommon Gaels will be seeded for 

the senior football championship quarter-
final draw next weekend, while Kilmore will 
be seeded for the intermediate draw. 

St Croan’s have been handed the 
golden ticket into the quarter-finals. Elphin 
will play Michael Glaveys in a play-off, with 
the winners joining St Croan’s, Clann na 
nGael and Pádraig Pearses on one side of 
the draw. 

The confirmed seeded teams on the 
other side of the draw are St Brigid’s, 

Western Gaels, Boyle and Roscommon 
Gaels. 

The relegation play-off will see 
Strokestown play Fuerty, with the loser 
playing Tulsk, who shocked Pádraig 
Pearses last night, to see who drops down 
to intermediate level in 2021. 

Éire Óg have been drawn straight into 
the intermediate quarter-finals, with St 
Aidan’s set to face Ballinameen in a play-
off to see who joins them in the last eight. 
With Four Roads in senior hurling champi-
onship action next weekend, that game is 
likely to be played midweek. 

Kilmore were drawn as the seeded 
team for the quarter-finals, and will join 
Oran, St Faithleach’s and St Dominic’s in 
one pot. 

The winners of St Aidan’s and Balli-
nameen will be on the other side of the 
draw alongside Éire Óg, Creggs and 
Shannon Gaels. 

In the relegation play-off, Castlerea St 
Kevin’s will play Kilbride, with the losers 
playing St Barry’s to see who is relegated 
to the Junior A Football Championship 
next season. 

Gaels on song in Roscommon 
championship 

Finbar Cregg hit the net as Western Gaels progressed to the quarter-finals of the Roscommon 
championship.                                                                                                     Photo: Daire Brennan/Sportsfile.
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MAYO GAA has announced that it 
has extended its sponsorship with 
Intersport Elverys as title sponsor 

for a further five years to run until 2025. 
The deal will mean they will continue to 
see the Intersport Elverys brand on the 
front of the Mayo jersey across the senior 
footballers, senior hurlers and minor 
teams. 

Mayo GAA has also announced 
Smyths Toys as their academy sponsor. 
Smyths has been an integral part of the 
county’s academy team over the last 
number of years and they have now 
continued this arrangement by agreeing a 
three-year deal to sponsor all academy 
teams. Smyths Toys is one of Ireland’s 
best known brands with over 200 shops 
throughout Ireland and Europe 

Finally Mayo GAA has also announced 
a renewal of their existing sponsorship 
contract with O’Neills. This three-year deal 
will see O’Neills continue to supply Mayo 
GAA with team wear up until 2022. 
O’Neills is the largest manufacturer of 
sportswear in Ireland, with production 

plants located in Dublin and Strabane. 
The new deals were ratified at a recent 

Mayo GAA County Board meeting held in 
Elverys MacHale Park. 

“Intersports Elverys have been spon-
soring Mayo teams for over 20 years and I 
am delighted that they are going to 
continue to be working with Mayo GAA for 
the next five years,” said Liam Moffatt, 
Cathaoirleach, Coiste Chontae Mhaigh 
Eo. 

“Intersport Elverys have been fantastic 
sponsors of our teams down through the 
years and I would like to place on record 
our gratitude to them for continuing to be 
our title sponsor. 

“Intersport Elverys are prime example 
of how a local company can have a 
national and international presence. They 
have given employment to many Mayo 
people across the country through their 
vast shop and online presence and I look 
forward to continuing to work with them in 
the coming years. 

“I also very much welcome the continu-
ation of our association with Smyths Toys 

and O’Neills. Both are Irish owned compa-
nies who have been long-time supporters 
of Mayo GAA and I am delighted to be 
able to announce that Mayo GAA will 
continue to work with both of them in the 
coming years. We are very thankful to 
Intersport Elverys, Smyths Toys and 
O’Neills for their continued support.” 

CEO Intersport Elverys, Patrick 
Rowland also welcomed the deal: “We are 
delighted to continue to partner with Mayo 
GAA for a further five years. The Intersport 
Elverys brand is widely renowned and 
represent the highest standards and qual-
ity in sports goods retailing. Mayo GAA is 
also a very strong brand and combines 
both the proud traditions and modern 
popularity of Gaelic Games. 

“We began sponsoring Mayo in 1998 
and now in 2020 we are continuing an 
unbroken sequence of 22 years as their 
title sponsor. Across our store network we 
can see the popularity of Mayo GAA 
continue to grow and we are delighted to 
be able to work with them over the next 
five years.”
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Mayo GAA announce sponsorship 
renewal with Intersport Elverys, 
Smyths Toys and O’Neills

Intersport Elverys has extended its sponsorship deal with Mayo GAA.                                                                                                 Photo: Harry Murphy/Sportsfile.
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MAYO GAA held its first physical 
County Board meeting since 
March with meetings held in line 

with HSE guidelines across two sessions 
with club delegates in Elverys MacHale 
Park. A number of areas such as Fixtures, 
Finance and Club Development were 
covered with delegates signing off on a 
number of significant financial reforms and 
policies. 

Also discussed was the Mazars review 
that took place over the last number of 
months in collaboration with Mayo GAA 
board officers. The report includes recom-
mendations that Mazars believe will 
improve the day-to-day operation and 
governance of the financial affairs of Mayo 
GAA in the following areas: 

• Procure to pay cycle 

• Gates 

• Credit card management 

• Treasury management 

• Expense claim management 

• Ticketing 

• Sponsorship 

• Fundraising activities 
Follow up meetings are planned with 

Mazars later in the year to ensure recom-
mendations have been taken on board 
and implemented in a timely manner. 

As well updating clubs on the Mazars 
financial review, the executive announced 
a comprehensive list of new committees 
that will address key areas of develop-
ment, from financial oversight to fundrais-
ing policy, infrastructural development and 
cultural development. The below commit-
tees and polices will now be in operation 
within Mayo. 

• Mayo GAA Audit and Risk Committee 

• Cairde Mhaigh Eo Fundraising 
Committee 

• Cairde Mhaigh Eo Fundraising Policy 

• Mayo GAA Financial Committee 

• Mayo GAA Development Committee 

• Mayo GAA Cultural Committee 
 

Mayo GAA Audit and Risk 
Committee 

The A and R Committee shall carry out 
the duties for the Association at Mayo 
GAA. While it shall interact directly with 
the Executive Committee in its day-to-day 
duties, it shall have a reporting line to the 
County Committee with additional report-
ing options to the National Audit and Risk 
committee of the GAA 

The remit of the A and R Committee 
shall be the independent oversight and 
monitoring of Audit Matters, Risk Manage-
ment Practices, Governance Structures 
and Financial Compliance at Mayo GAA. 
In its discharge of these duties, the A and 

R Committee may assist the Executive 
Committee with the implementation of 
recommendations. The A and R Commit-
tee may provide advice and/or report to 
the CLG’s Central Audit and Risk Commit-
tee as and when requested to, and may 
escalate matters directly if it deems them 
to affect the wider reputation of the Associ-
ation. 

The responsibilities of the A and R 
Committee shall be to monitor and assess 
the integrity of the financial statements of 
Mayo GAA and any formal announce-
ments relating to Mayo GAA’s financial 
performance. 

The committee will consist of 

• Pádraig Ó Céidigh (Cathaoirleach), is 
a former Senator and Harvard alumni 
who in addition to being an accoun-
tant and lawyer founded a number of 
business in Ireland. He is a former 
winner of Ireland’s Entrepreneur of 
the Year 

• Morgan Deane is an International 
Lawyer and the CEO of investment 
banking group, Baader Helvea. 

• Frank Walsh, is a Chartered Accoun-
tant and a Taxation consultant with 
many years of leading industry expe-
rience most recently with Grant 
Thornton. 

• Bill Carthy, is the former head of 
Finance for Abbott Ireland with a life-
time of commercial experiences. 

Cairde Mhaigh Eo Fundraising 
Committee 

Cairde Mhaigh Eo aims to raise funds, 
harness and strengthen goodwill towards 
Mayo GAA, and support the promotion of 
Gaelic Games across the County. 

Cairde Mhaigh Eo is a sub-committee 
of Mayo GAA County Board which has 
been given responsibility for the formation 
of commercial and fundraising strategies 
to financially support Mayo County Board 
in developing Gaelic games in the county. 
This facilitates Officers of Mayo GAA to 
devote their energy to the promotion and 
administration of Gaelic Games in the 
county rather than acting as full time 
fundraisers. The Officers and Committee 
of Cairde Mhaigh Eo are volunteers and 
will consider strategies to assist finances 
at club, inter-county and board level. As 
per Mayo GAA bye laws the County Chair-
person, Treasurer and Secretary are 
members of the Committee. 

The committee will consist of 

• Maria Staunton, Carnacon 

• Pat O’Donnell, Kilmeena 

• Finbarr James, Knockmore 

• Ciaran O’Hara, Kiltane 

• Paul Cunnane, Davitts 

• John Faragher, Garrymore 

• Liam Brehony, Charlestown 

• Tracey Glacken, Bonniconlon 

• Paraic Joyce, Kilmaine 

• Michael Lang, Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 

• Liam Moffatt, Mayo GAA Chairperson 

• Dermot Butler, Mayo GAA Secretary 

• Valerie Murphy, Mayo GAA Treasurer 
 

Cairde Mhaigh Eo  
Fundraising Policy 

The Cairde Mhaigh Eo Fundraising 
Policy forms the basis within which the 
Cairde Mhaigh Eo Fundraising Committee 
will operate. The policy can be broken 
down to the following areas, Remit, Gover-
nance and Principles of Fundraising. 

  

Remit 

• The function Cairde Mhaigh Eo is to 
raise funds and harness and 
strengthen goodwill to support the 
GAA in Mayo. This function does not 
extend to decide how money raised is 
expended. It is the responsibility of 
the Mayo GAA County Board to 
ensure funds raised are appropriately 
expended. 

• It is the commercial and fundraising 
arm of Coiste Chontae Mhaigh Eo 

• Cairde Mhaigh Eo may establish sub 
groups to deal with specific issues 
and the sub groups shall report back 
and may make recommendations to 
Cairde Mhaigh Eo. Sub groups shall 
be given a clear mandate and a time 
frame of existence. 

  

Governance 

• The functions of Cairde Mhaigh Eo 
shall comply with Mayo GAA Bylaws. 

• Cairde Mhaigh Eo shall be appointed 
in accordance with Riail 3.20 of An 
Treoir Oifigiúil 2019 and subject to 
Rules 3.21 and 4.4 T.O 2019. 

• Cairde Mhaigh Eo is a subcommittee 
of Coiste Chondae Mhaigh Eo operat-
ing within GAA structures, not as an 
independent supporters group. 

• The work of Cairde Mhaigh Eo shall 
be guided by the bylaws of Mayo 
GAA, the Ardchoiste Contae Mhaigh 
Eo (Mayo County Board Executive 
committee), the terms of reference of 
Cairde Mhaigh Eo and Croke Park, 
as ratified by the Executive and Dele-
gates at meetings of Coiste Contae 
Mhaigh Eo (Mayo County Board). 

• Mayo GAA Audit and Risk committee 
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Mayo County Board signs i
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shall have full and unfettered access 
to documentation and persons neces-
sary to provide oversight on all Cairde 
Mhaigh Eo activities. 

  

Principles of Fundraising 
 • All fundraising will 

respect the rights 
and dignity of 
donors, bene-
ficiaries and 
the public. 

• Fundraising 
activities 
will not be 
unreasonably 
persistent, 
intrusive or 
place undue 
pressure on 
people to 
donate 

• Fundraising 
will occur in an honest and truthful 
manner. 

• Donations will be used for the 
purposes for which they were 
donated in agreement with Cairde 
Mhaigh Eo subcommittee. 

• Mayo GAA will operate in an open, 
frank and honest way and will ensure 
that transactions, operations, informa-
tion and communications are easily 
understood by fundraising stakehold-
ers. 

  

Mayo GAA Financial  
Committee 

 
The Mayo GAA County Finance 

Committee shall be responsible for all 
financial matters pertaining to the county. 
In addition to the day-to-day financial 
management of the county board, the 
Finance Committee shall be responsible 
for monitoring, all expenditure by sub-
committees in the county. 

The committee will consist of 

• Valerie Murphy, Mayo GAA Treasurer 
(Chair) 

• Michael Disking, Mayo GAA Assistant 
Treasurer 

• Liam Moffatt, Mayo GAA Chairperson 

• Dermot Butler, Mayo GAA Secretary 

• JP Lambe, former Mayo GAA Trea-
surer 

• Fergal O’Connor, Chartered Accoun-
tant 

  

Mayo GAA Development 
Committee 

 
The Development Committee shall be 

responsible to County Committee for 
Grounds and Physical Development, Club 
and Officer Development, Grounds Safety 
and Planning. 

The committee will consist of 

• Chairperson: Mary Prenty (Ballyhau-
nis) 

• Padraig Prendergast (Ballina) 

• Declan Hughes (The Neale) 

• Brendan Mooney (Kiltimagh) 

• Willie Keaveney (Kilmeena) 

• James Rocke (Event Controller) 

• Paddy Muldoon (Insurance) 

• Jerry Henry (Safety) 

• Paddy McNicholas (Head Steward) 

• Willie Kelly (Deputy Head Steward) 

• Michael Lang (IT) 

• Michael Diskin (Asst Treasurer). 

Mayo GAA Cultural Committee 
The County Cultural Committee shall 

be responsible for the promotion of Irish 
language, Scór and other cultural activi-
ties. There are also plans for a Mayo 
History project to document the history of 
Mayo GAA and its clubs. This will be over-
seen by the County Cultural Committee 
with Liam Heffron, Moygownagh in his role 
as History Officer taking the lead on this 
project. 

Much of this invaluable history remains 
unwritten or hidden away in attics, shelves 
or filing cabinets. Local members and their 
clubs can retrieve and catalogue old GAA 
records such as old match programmes, 
photographs, video tapes, local history 
booklets etc. These local records can then 
be copied to build a living history digital 
archive for each club. The initiative will 
also encourage older members to record 
their own memories of associated with 
these records. The details of how this will 
be handled will be announced in the 
coming weeks. 

The committee will consist of 

• Chairperson: Grainne Frayne  

• East Mayo: Aingeal Ui 
Maicin, Kiltimagh 

• North Mayo: James Gibbons, 
Lahardane (Secretary); Liam Heffron, 
Moygownagh (History Officer)  

• South Mayo Jackie Duggan, Clare-
morris; John Muldoon, Shrule 

• West Mayo: Ann Forry, Achill; Mary 
Fergus, Louisburgh (Scór Treas) 

• Michael Lang, Tuar Mhic Éadaigh 
(Irish Officer)   

Statement by Liam Moffatt, 
Cathaoirleach, Coiste  

Chontae Mhaigh Eo 
“Over the last six months, this execu-

tive has worked tirelessly to review and 
establish structures that will monitor and 
support Mayo GAA’s financial operations 
and support developments in the future. 
This has been a challenging but essential 
process to ensure that Mayo GAA contin-
ues to support its clubs, inter-county 
teams and wider supporter network. 

At tonight’s meeting delegates were 
presented with significant changes to our 
organisational structures which have been 
made possible by the dedication and 
commitment of our executive committee. 
They have also been informed of some 
new stakeholders who will be brought to 
the table with expertise across all sectors. 
This synergy of hard working volunteers 
and industry leaders with wide-ranging 
expertise represents an exciting time for 
all of those involved in Mayo GAA.”
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s in significant changes 
 
 
Mayo GAA Chairman Liam Moffatt speaking during 
the GAA Annual Congress 2020 at Croke Park in 
Dublin.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile.
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By ADRIAN HESSION  
Mayo GAA – Games Promotion Officer 

 
 

Humble beginnings 
 

THE 12th of July 2020 will remain 
long in the memory of the small 
band of local hurling enthusiasts 

from the Carracastle, Kilmovee, 
Ballaghaderreen and Charlestown area – 
the day that their club Caiseal Gaels – 
played their first adult hurling challenge 
game against close neighbours 
Tourlestrane of Sligo.  

It was the culmination of over a decade 
of underage hurling development since the 
club was formed in November 2008. The 
origins of the club was borne out of a 
Carracastle National School side who won 
the Mayo Cuman na mBunscoil Mini7s 
Hurling title that year, and whose interest 
in pursuing the small ball game had been 
ignited. Coupled with a growth in hurling in 
nearby National Schools Derrinabroc, 
Brusna and Kilmovee – and all the ingredi-
ents were there from the start to build 
towards this milestone day.  

A decade of development 
 
Once the club was formed, and the 

colours picked and the crest designed, the 
hard work of fielding teams began. In 
March 2009 the Caiseal Gaels club togged 
out for the first time in an U-14 challenge 
match against neighbours Tooreen. From 
that initial match the mentors within the 
club knew they were onto something 

good, as the Gaels showed they could 
compete with the best at underage level in 
Mayo. From that inaugural U-14 team in 
2009, eight of the panel still remain to 
make up the current history making adult 
panel, namely Paul Vesey, Brendan 
Vesey, Kieran Murphy, Darren Williams, 
Rory Shryane, Aidan Hopkins, Kevin 
McDonagh and Ryan Kelly. In the same 
year, the club U-12 side took part in the 
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 The Caiseal Gaels U-12 side at the Croke Park ‘Play & Stay’ initiative in 2009.

The Caiseal Gaels U-14 hurling side who played the first underage game for the club in March 2009 in Tooreen. Eight of these players make up the 
current history making adult panel in the club in 2020.
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‘Play & Stay’ hurling day in Croke Park, 
which helped recruit more hurlers from 
around the region in anticipation of playing 
on the hallowed turf. Over the years as the 
club grew, the after-school nursery and the 
youth teams became the main emphasis 
in the clubs development, with the U-14 
Feile na nGael being the highlight on 
many summers for the kids from the area. 
Weekends away to Dublin, Cavan, Laois 
and Kilkenny for Feile na nGael – along 
with hosting on one occasion – formed a 
bond amongst the players, parents and 
mentors, a bond that continues to this day. 
The visit to Tullaroan in Kilkenny was 
particularly memorable for the Mayo side 
as they came away with a victory over one 
of the most decorated clubs in Kilkenny 
hurling. Many underage titles followed in 
the Mayo GAA competitions along the way 
also, which kept the production line ticking 
over for the border club. Hurling was 
slowly becoming part of the culture around 
the Carracastle area, and a real identity 
with the small ball game had been 
garnered along the way. 

  

2020 – A new dawn 
 
At the start of 2020 the officers of 

Caiseal Gaels took the bold decision of 
forming an adult hurling side. The team 
would compete in the Mayo Genfitt 
League and the National Cuchulain 
League – a new competition set up to give 
adult hurling sides extra games against 
teams of a similar standard. Players young 
and old answered the call and the panel 
was formed with a strong management 
team of Christy Phillips, Finbarr Craugh-
well, Ger Duffy, Martin Hopkins, Michael 
Raleigh and club secretary Michael 
Bracken. Pre-season training advanced 
well and visits from renowned coaches 
Martin Fogarty (Kilkenny) and Damien 

Coleman (Galway) had the players primed 
for their first battle. The date was set for 
Sunday 15 March to play nearby Sligo 
club Tourlestrane in a challenge game. But 
just as all preparations were in place – the 
word came through that all GAA activity 
would cease due the Covid-19 outbreak. 
The Gaels’ wait for their first adult outing 
would have to be prolonged for a few 
months more..... 

  

It finally happened! 
 
So roll onto Sunday 12 July 2020 and a 

band of 23 Gaels hurlers took to the field 
to create history in Tourlestrane GAA 
Grounds in South Sligo by taking on the 
local side. After nearly four months of lock-
down, this game was eventually going to 
happen. For many of the Caiseal Gaels 
players it was their first time hurling in an 
adult setting – while for others it was a 
return to the sport of their youth after 
years of inactivity. However, the Green 
and Whites settled well and weren’t over-
awed by the occasion. After a few early 
points from the much slicker Sligo attack, 
the first historic point for Caiseal Gaels 
arrived in the 12th minute as Aidan Morris-
roe pointed a 65’ to open his side’s 
account. This was closely followed by 
Caiseal Gaels’ first point from play as 
midfielder Luke Connor pointed nicely 
after some neat teamwork. The Gaels’ 
settled into the game well for the remain-
der of the half and at times were more 
than capable of spraying some passes 
around – which shows a potential for 
growth into the future. At half time the 
score stood at 1-9 to 0-5 in favour of the 
more experienced Sligo outfit. 

With the aid of the strong breeze in the 
second half – Tourlestrane began to rack 
up the scores. But the result of the game 
wasn’t important as all twenty-three play-

ers togged for the Mayo side received 
ample game time to help remember their 
part in the historic day. And when referee 
Pat Normanly drew a halt to proceedings, 
there was a great sense of achievement 
for the Gaels – even though the score-
board read otherwise. They had eventually 
become part of the world of adult hurling 
and can now start to dream of where this 
journey can take them. 

  

So what does the future hold 
for Caiseal Gaels? 

 
With this milestone achieved – the 

appetite has now been whetted for further 
challenge games and activities around the 
region. The restructuring of the Mayo GAA 
fixtures now means that the Mayo GAA 
Genfitt Hurling League will take place in 
October – giving the fledgling club extra 
time to prepare. The players will continue 
to train at the state of the art Carracastle 
Astropark and Hurling Wall and on the 
adjoining Carracastle Community Pitch. 
Any new players in the area wishing to join 
or support can email secretary.caiseal-
gaelshurling.mayo@gaa.ie 

 
The history making side was as 
follows: Brian Hughes;, Aiden Hopkins, 
Liam Moffatt, Paul Vesey; Darren 
Williams, Michael Raleigh, Jack 
Craughwell; Aidan Morrisroe, Luke 
Connor; Norman Finnerty, Ryan Kelly, 
Tomas Dillon; James Judge, Brendan 
Vesey, Dermot Dillon. Subs: Tomas 
Rushe, Kieran Murphy, Shane Morris-
roe, Patrick Hunt, Paddy Dozio, Kevin 
Hartigan, Martin Vesey, Jamie Duffy 
(inj), Joe Dillon (inj). 
Management: Finbarr Craughwell, 
Gerry Duffy & Michael Bracken (Club 
Secretary).
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s for Caiseal Gaels

The history making Caiseal Gaels side who played Tourlestrane on Sunday 12 July 2020 in what was the club’s first time fielding an adult side.
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By DECLAN ROONEY 
Media West Ireland 

 

IT'S been five years since Diane O’Hora 
took charge of an inter-county team, but 
don’t be too surprised if she returns to 

that level of the game in the not too distant 
future. 

The four-time All-Ireland winner with 
Mayo showed her pedigree as a coach 
and manager at the start of the last 
decade, and with club titles and inter-
county success from the sidelines, she is 
ready to retrace those steps again. 

Currently, O’Hora is manager of 
Dublin club Clanna Gael Fontenoy, who 
were promoted to the senior grade 
after winning the Intermediate Cham-
pionship in 2019. Covid-19 has had 
its effects on their squad in 2020 
and they have lost a half dozen key 
players, but O’Hora is confident 
that the club is on a solid footing 
for the future. 

Between 2012 and 2015 she 
was involved as an inter-county 
manager and coach with Longford, 
Down and Meath. Now that her job 
in medical device sales is spreading 
beyond the east, the county scene is call-
ing again. 

“I have had offers in the past but I don’t 
think they suited me. I am based in Dublin, 
but I work between the West and Dublin a 
lot more than I did. Travelling is no longer 
a concern for me,” said O’Hora, who has 
been involved with Dunboyne in Meath as 
well as Garda and Clanna Gael in Dublin 
in recent years. 

“I love winning. I have had the best 
days of my life winning All-Irelands with 
Mayo. You get a taste for that. Even as a 
coach you really want to succeed. God 
rest my father, when I think about him 
being at matches and how proud my 
parents were, it might sound very nostal-
gic, but if I get that chance to bring that 
level of pride to other players, their 
parents, partners and family, the satisfac-
tion that I’d get from that, it’d be unreal. 

“I’ll never forget coming home to Mayo 
and the excitement after winning. That is 
actually what motivates me in so many 
ways, so that other people can get to 
experience that.” 

As a player, O’Hora captained Mayo to 
their first All-Ireland win in 1999 and she 
would win another three before she retired 
in 2009. Two All-Star awards were also 
secured in that time, so for one of the 
country’s most successful players it was 
no shock that her path led to coaching and 
management. 

In the thick of a Dublin club champi-
onship with the club she formerly repre-

sented, O’Hora marvels at the changes 
that have come about in the game, even 
since she called time on her playing 
career. 

“It’s amazing how much the game has 
changed and I have learned a lot in the 
couple of years working with clubs. Actu-
ally I have learned the importance of the 
club. 

“I’ll be quite honest, when I was 
managing county teams, I’m not sure if I 
gave the same consideration to the club in 
those days. You think that ‘I’m the county 
manager here, this is the most important 
and flagship for the players’, but I get it 
now. 

“Spending a few years with the clubs 
gives you a different understanding and 
you see the groundwork that goes in. It 
gives you appreciation for players and the 
work they do. You can see the pressure on 
players when they are a county player in a 
club.” 

During her time playing with Mayo, 
O’Hora was employed by the Irish Army 
and was based in Athlone, so taking 
charge of Roscommon club St Brigid’s 
was a natural fit. In 2012, her first taste of 
inter-county management with Longford 
delivered a couple of Leinster Intermediate 
titles as well as promotion from Division 4 

in year one. 
A successful stint in Down as coach 

saw the county win their first All-Ireland 
Intermediate title in 2014, but she decided 
to take charge of senior outfit Meath the 
following season. It ended before the end 
of the season when O’Hora stepped down 
due to differences with the county board. 

Throughout her playing, management 
and professional lives, she has shown she 
is not afraid to embrace new challenges, 
and earlier this year she was one of 20 

graduates from the LGFA’s first Female 
Leadership Programme. 

The Ballina native plans on merg-
ing those skills learned with the expe-
riences she has earned on each side 
of the white line. 

“It was a great experience. All 
aspects of the leadership 
programme were brilliant. You 
learn so much, not just from the 

speakers that come in for the core 
days, but the coaching sessions in 
between those were excellent. 

“Just being able to talk to girls 
who were there from things like 
refereeing, administration and the 

media, there was a great mix. The 
focus was learning about yourself and how 
you get the best out of yourself. It was a 
constant learning for me. 

“One of the key things I learned as a 
coach was about reflection. It’s good to 
plan your session and to deliver it well, but 
what’s really important is looking back on 
it with feedback from players and by 
asking yourself what I could have done 
better. 

“I had never done that, asked myself 
‘how could I have done better in that 
game’. It’s a really useful exercise in terms 
of your development as a coach.” 

While she’d love to see more former 
players become involved in a coaching 
and management capacity at inter-county 
level, O’Hora thinks it may be a gradual 
process. 

“I would encourage players to give it a 
go. There are four of my club team who 
are actively coaching underage teams in 
the club. That is happening now a lot 
more. Moving forward for roles at county, I 
think there will be a lot more. 

“Look at someone like Laura Harrison, 
she was key in getting me to take my first 
coaching job with St Brigid’s in Roscom-
mon. I then brought Laura in on a 
management team with me to Meath – 
she’s a very good coach and trainer. She 
was also involved managing the West-
meath Ladies with Nadine Doherty. 

“No doubt there will be more and more 
as we move forward. It’s just going to be a 
gradual process but it will happen. It’s 
imminent.”
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O’Hora building a set of coaching skills

6 May 2012; Diane O'Hora watches play 
develop during her time as Longford manager. 

 Photo: Brendan Moran / SPORTSFILE
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Ballinrobe pays fond farewell to 
club stalwart Tony Finnerty 

By JOHN FLANNELLY, 
Chairman, Ballinrobe GAA Club 
 

THE town of Ballinrobe is in deep 
mourning with the sudden pass-
ing of one of its most enduring 

characters, Tony Finnerty (70), Creagh, 
on Monday 17 August. 

Tony’s death is acutely felt by a 
wide range of local organisations and 
everyone who knew and loved him. In 
Ballinrobe GAA Club, we are only too 
well aware that we have lost a man 
who was unwaveringly loyal in his 
support of our teams. 

Tony was Tony. Or ‘Flat Out’ as he 
was almost better known: a nickname 
that derived from his extraordinary 
appetite for hard physical work. 

Tony helped out people all over 
Ballinrobe and beyond, be it fixing a 
twin tub washing machine or reshap-
ing a garden. When Tony arrived on 
site, there was only one outcome: the 
job would be done, even if it meant 
improbably early-morning starts or 
late-night finishes. He appeared 
almost indestructible. 

A native of Creagh, he attended the 
local CBS primary and secondary 
schools. He worked in SPS factory in 
Galway for a brief period before taking 
up a full time position as a telecommu-
nications technician with the Depart-
ment of Post and Telegraphs, as it was 
then known. He stayed with the organ-
isation as it moved through a variety 
of name changes, earning widespread 
respect for the thoroughness and 
courtesy with which he went about his 
work. 

But that love of hard work was just 
one of a number of motifs that 
captured Tony: perhaps the one that 
most defined him was his good 
humour. His wonderful capacity for 
fun and friendship infected all who 
came into contact with him. Every 
minute spent in his company gener-
ated a smile and a laugh. 

Although he did not play much 
Gaelic football, he followed the 
fortunes of Ballinrobe and Mayo year 
in, year out. No journey was too far: 
and the car was always full. 

Friends based in Dublin speak 
warmly about the inevitable arrival of 
Tony and his entourage on the morn-
ing of big Croke Park games – out with 
the box of sandwiches, sundry 
savouries, bananas and apples, plenty 

for everyone, for a final feed before 
travelling the few hundred yards to 
experience whatever would unfold at 
the famous venue. 

Just a few short hours before he 
passed away, he took up his usual 
position – at the first corner as you 
enter Flanagan Park – to watch our 
junior team stage a storming come-
back to defeat Garrymore in the South 
Mayo Championship. He’d have 
enjoyed that victory, not least because 
his nephew, Mark, figured in the 
triumph and another nephew, Kieran, 
is a member of the squad. 

His sporting interests also 
extended to horse-racing – he never 
backed big, but he loved a punt. He 
was a regular steward on the final gate 
before entering the course proper at 
Ballinrobe Racecourse meetings, 
enjoying a friendly and insightful word 
with jockeys, owners, trainers and 
sundry other characters who make up 
the world of racing. 

If Mayo or Ballinrobe were not in 
action, and there was no race meeting 
within striking distance, he was known 
to venture to Tuam, Thurles or Limer-
ick to watch hurling or football games. 
He loved the buzz of big sporting 
occasions, the sense of anticipation, 
the chance encounter with a footballer 
or a horse trainer, the dizzying excite-
ment of it all. 

Tony was quick to put his hand in 
his pocket to support our fundraising 
initiatives. This was done quietly and 
without any fuss because that was the 

mark of the man: in fact, it was a 
matter of pride to him that he would 
contribute. He was also a member of 
Cáirde Mhaigh Eo and had already 
booked his ticket for our Mayo Inter-
mediate Football Championship clash 
with Crossmolina in Parke next 
Sunday. 

Another characteristic was his love 
of family. His wife Marie (formerly 
Mulrennan, Gurteen, Ballyhaunis); 
sons, Mike and Paul; and daughter 
Michelle; meant everything to him – 
without ever being conceited, he was 
deeply proud of their achievements, 
including Mike’s stellar career as a 
journalist and broadcaster; Paul’s 
footballing triumphs with Ballinrobe 
and Mayo; and Michelle’s victories in 
the Special Olympics arena. 

Mike is a former player, who won a 
South Mayo U16 title, and a former 
club secretary. Paul played on our 
2000 and 2002 Intermediate Champi-
onship winning teams and our 2001 
Mayo U21 Championship winning side. 
As a Mayo player, he won a Connacht 
U21 title in 2001. 

Tony was a doting and dearly loved 
grandfather, too – on Saturday last, he 
attended the christening of his latest 
grandchild, Éanna, in St Mary’s 
Church, Ballinrobe. The extended 
Finnerty family will miss him greatly. 

As will Ballinrobe. His white van, 
travelling from home to land he rented 
at various places around the town, 
was a common sight. That first corner 
of Flanagan Park will always be 
synonymous with Tony, a man who 
lived life to the full. 

The maroon and yellow Ballinrobe 
flag flew at half mast at Flanagan Park 
on Monday morning when news of his 
death spread around the community. 
Tony’s first cousin, also Tony Finnerty, 
passed away last week after a lengthy 
illness, making this a particularly 
harrowing time for the broader 
Finnerty family. We extend our deep-
est sympathies. 

Predeceased by his parents Jim 
and Bridie, Tony is survived by his 
wife Marie; sons Mike and Paul; 
daughter Michelle; daughters-in-law 
Celine and Louise; grandchildren Ella, 
Siún, Eoin and Éanna; brothers JJ and 
Pat; sisters Kitty, Mary and Helen; 
brothers-in-law; sisters-in-law; 
nephews; nieces, extended family; 
friends and neighbours. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal.

Tony Finnerty in his role as Gateman at 
Ballinrobe Race Course. 

 Photo courtesy of Ballinrobe GAA.
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By GER FLANAGAN 
Mayo News  

 
 

THE tragic death of Detective 
Garda Colm Horkan has served 
as ‘added motivation’ for the 

Charlestown Sarsfields footballers to 
‘leave absolutely everything on the 
pitch’, according to the team’s talis-
manic midfielder Tom Parsons. 

The East Mayo side upset the 
odds by sharing the spoils against 
Westport in the Mayo SFC’s infa-
mous ‘Group of Death’, leaving them 
still in a position to qualify for the 
quarter-finals heading into their third 
round game against Breaffy the 
weekend after next. 

“The whole community was 
rocked to the core for a number of 
weeks, and we still are,” he told Mayo 
GAA TV after last Saturday’s game in 
Westport. “It’s not something that will 
disappear, it will remain. 

“It has been an added motivation 
for some guys to leave absolutely 
everything on the pitch, and that’s how 
Colm Horkan played, coached, 
mentored, everything about him was 
about giving 100 percent. “I’d be proud 
of the lads doing that [today], doing that 
last weekend, leaving every ounce of 
energy. And if the result doesn’t go your 
way, at the end of the game you have 
15 guys who put in absolutely every-
thing. 

“From a personal perspective, [I’m] 
hugely proud of the community and of 
the wider GAA community who came 
and rallied and expressed their sympa-
thies, their respects and condolences 
to the family and our GAA family in 
Charlestown Sarsfields. 

“I just want to take a minute to thank 
everyone across Mayo and Ireland for 
doing that. It has been something 
special to see the response for the 
community as a whole.” 

The Mayo star added that he was 
‘hugely disappointed’ not to have come 
away from their ‘cracking game’ in 
Westport with a victory last Saturday 
after a late point from Colm Moran 
earned the home side a draw. 

“In two weeks we’re against another 
monster in Breaffy, in a neutral venue, 
and the lads will be looking forward to 
it,” he said. “We don’t know how this 
group will turn out yet, there may be an 

opportunity that we could still go 
through. 

“When you lose a game, not every-
thing is wrong. Not everything was 
wrong from our game last weekend 
[when they lost to Castlebar Mitchels] 
and when you win or get a perfor-
mance, or a draw like that, not every-
thing is right. So the lads 
[management] will keep the guys 
grounded. 

“It’s great to go into the last game 
with something to play for,” he added. 
“There’s nothing worse than going into 
the last group game and it’s a dead 
rubber. 

“So I’m hoping – I don’t know how 
the fixtures have to go which gives us a 
chance in the last game – but we’re 
looking forward to it. 

“I’m absolutely delighted to be play-
ing football. It’s great to be playing foot-
ball on a cracking day today – 21 
degrees – great game of football, and I 
hope we get another day like this in two 
weeks time.”
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Parsons pays tribute 
to Det. Gda Horkan

Charleston’s Tom Parsons paid a tribute to 
his former club mate Det. Gda Horkan and 
thanked all the GAA public for their kind-
ness following his tragic death. 

 Photo: Oliver McVeigh/Sportsfile.

By CIAN O'CONNELL 
GAA.ie 

 

WHEN David Brady's phone 
pinged during lockdown, the 
proud Ballina Stephenites man 

didn't know what was about to unfold. 
For the next couple of months the 

former Mayo midfielder kept himself 
busy, making calls to people cocoon-
ing. 

GAA matters were the initial topic of 
conversation, but everything was 
discussed. Now reflecting back Brady 
is grateful for all the talk and tales 
encountered. 

Brady's tweet highlighting his initia-
tive gathered praise and respect for 
attempting to interact with people, 
especially those living alone. 

"I suppose if I didn't have the reac-
tion I had after the first phone call it 
would have culminated into nothing 
really," Brady admits. 

"The reaction I got personally from 
the first phone call really resonated 
with me and from that I said, 'You know 
what this is definitely something bigger 
than just a phone call'. 

"The positivity that I got from the 
end of the line from the recipient back 
to me was I have to say, very heart-
warming." 

That sense of goodwill and appreci-
ation fuelled Brady's desire to try to 
assist the older generation in a simple, 
but thoughtful way. 

"I was making phone calls to one 
person at a time but the amount of 
people that would come up to me or 
mention to me, say it to me, text me 
and say that's a fantastic thing to do," 
Brady adds. 

"One gentleman I talked to and he 
talked about the ripple of positivity that 
actually spread throughout them phone 
calls. You drop one pebble in a pool 
and it ripples out and it affects others. 

"I don't know would you call it kind-
ness or what, but it did resonate and it 
did spread and I have to say it was one 
of the best things honestly that I've 
ever done. 

"GAA was the conduit, but some of 
my conversations spread far wide 
beyond that. For me it didn't get me 
through lockdown, it carried me 

Brady deli g
assistance d
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through lockdown, it was a lovely three 
or four months." 

So how did this particular idea 
develop for Brady? "I hadn't a clue 
what I was going to do," Brady replies.  

"I work in the health sector from a 
pharmaceutical point of view. You'd 
always feel is there anything I can do 
and there's not. From the frontline I did 
consider going on the test and trace or 
volunteer for something like that.  

"It was just Easter Saturday I got a 
direct message on my phone. It was a 
son saying his father was cocooning 
down in Wicklow, not struggling but 
finding it kind of hard, look like we all 
were, it was the unknown, the isolation.  

"He asked me would I give him a 
phone call if I had time and to chat 
about GAA. He was originally from 
Mayo.  

"I always say strike while the iron is 
hot so I responded, his father's phone 

number was in the message and I just 
rang the number. 

From there I had a conversation with 
Tom that was brilliant. It was brilliant. 
From that, I said if there was anyone 
that had Mayo roots, whether it was a 
mother or father that was cocooning, 
I'd give them a call." 

Suddenly Brady was very busy, but 
discussing sport and life with so many 
dotted around the world provide a 
source of optimism. 

"From that, sure it turned haywire 
altogether," Brady laughs. 

"It was not just Mayo people, it was 
GAA people across the world, across 
the globe. From every province, most 
counties in the country. And again, it 
turned over to Manchester, London, 
Liverpool, New York, Boston, 
Minneapolis, Chicago, you name it. I 
had conversations with people across 
the world in the context of 'How are you 
keeping? How's things? Would you be 
up to talk a bit of GAA?' 

It is precisely what happened 
throughout a most worrying spell. 
Mayo football, though, continues to 
supply a drop of hope for everybody 

interested in the famous green and 
red county.
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li ghted to have offered some 
ce during lockdown

Former Mayo GAA and Ballina Stephenites footballer David Brady ahead of Episode Two of AIB’s The Toughest Summer, a documentary which tells 
the story of Summer 2020 which saw an unprecedented halt to Gaelic Games. The series is made up of five webisodes as well as a full-length 
feature documentary to air on RTÉ One in late August.                                                                                                                                         Photo: Seb Daly/Sportsfile
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MAYO SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mayo SFC Group 3 - 
Round 1 

 
SCORERS - Knockmore: Aiden Orme 
0-8 (4f), Peter Naughton 0-4 (1f), 
Kevin McLoughlin 0-3, Conor Flynn, 
Seán Ruttledge, Connell Dempsey and 
Keith Ruttledge 0-1 each. 
Claremorris: Conor Diskin 0-6 (1f, 
1m), James Shaughnessy 0-3f, Stephen 
McGreal 0-1 each. 
KNOCKMORE: Colm Reape, Marcus 
Parke, David McHale, Alan Stadler, 
Seán Holmes, Kevin McLoughlin, 
Conor Flynn, Joe O’Neill, Pearse 
Ruttledge, Kieran King, Darren 
McHale, Connell Dempsey, Peter 
Naughton, Aidan Orme, Keith 
Ruttledge. Subs: Shane McHale (for 
O’Neill), Caolan Hopkins (for Holmes), 
Seán Ruttledge (for Dempsey), Nathan 
Armstrong (for David McHale). 
CLAREMORRIS: Darragh Fallon, 
Daniel Murphy, Aidan Butler, Padraig 
Cummins, Liam Walsh, Fergus McCor-
mack, James Stretton, David O’Reilly, 
James McCormack, Michael Mullins, 
Brian Gallagher, Ger Commins, James 
Shaughnessy, Conor Diskin, Stephen 
McGreal. Subs: Ciaran Finn (for 
Mullins), David Egan (for Gallagher), 
Shane Walsh (for Cummins), Paddy 
Barry (for Walsh), Seán Diskin (for 
O’Reilly). 
REF: Jerome Henry.

Mayo SFC Group 3 - 
Round 1 

 
SCORERS - Ballina Stephenites: 
Simon Leonard 2-4 (0-2f), Evan 
Regan 0-6 (2f, 2m, 1 ’45), Conor 
McStay 1-0, Keith Tighe 0-1. 
Kiltane: Tommy Conroy 1-1, Ultan 
Corrigan 0-2f, Mikey Sweeney 0-1. 
BALLINA STEPHENITES: David 
Clarke; Stephen Mullins, Ger Caffer-
key, Thomas Doherty; Rory Tighe, 
Adam McAndrew, Padraig O’Hora; 
Jack Irwin, Ciaran Sweeney; D 
Tighe, Kevin Newell, Sean Regan; 
Conor McStay, Evan Regan, Simon 
Leonard. Subs: Liam McGarry (for R 
Tighe inj), Keith Tighe (for 
McGarry), Mikie Murray (for 
Newell), Luke Doherty (for T 
Doherty), Ciaran Treacy (for 
Sweeney).  
KILTANE: Kyle Holmes; James 
Conroy, Sean Gaughan, Darragh 
Carey; Martin Gallagher, Adam 
Carrabine, Cathal Carey; John 
Reilly, Liam Donoghue; Tommy 
Conroy, Mikie Conroy, PJ Gaughan; 
Ultan Corrigan, Mikey Sweeney, 
Evan Conmey. Subs: Barry McAn-
drew (for Donoghue), Donoghue 
(for M Conroy, blood), Donoghue 
(for Conmey), Finnian Carolan (for 
M Sweeney. 
REF: Paul Lydon.

Knockmore corner forward Keith Ruttledge 
lands a point during his team's County SFC 
opening round against Kiltane in Knockmore.                   

Picture: David Farrell Photography

Ballina Stephenites Keith Tighe  challenges 
Kiltane's John Reilly during the opening 
round of the Mayo SFC tie in Ballina. 

Picture: David Farrell Photography

Ballina Stephenites   3-11      -:-      Kiltane   1-5

Knockmore   0-19      -:-      Claremorris   0-10
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MAYO INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mayo SFC Group 1 - 
Round 2 

 
SCORERS - Belmullet: Eamon 
McAndrew 1-1, Joni Donoghue 1-
0pen, Gary Boylan (1f) and Shane 
Nallen (1pen) 0-2 each, Cathal 
Barret, Kieran Conway and Colin 
Barrett 0-1 each. 
The Neale: Fergal Sweeney, 
Seanie Cosgrove (2f) and Tommy 
Conroy (1f) 0-3 each, Matthew 
Murphy 0-2, Oisin Connolly 0-1 
(’45). 
BELMULLET: Scott Kilker, Marty 
Boylan, Eoin O’Donoghue, Owen 
McHale, James Kelly, Kieran 
Conway, Leo Howard, Shane 
Nallen, Fionnan Ryan, Jason 
Boylan, Eamon McAndrew, Marty 
Boylan, Joni Donoghue, Cathal 
Barrett, Gary Boylan. Subs: Colin 
Barrett (for Kelly), Ryan McIntyre 
(for J. Boylan), Henry Gaughan (for 
Nallen), Shea O’Donoghue (for 
Barrett). 
THE NEALE: Keith Hennelly, Brian 
O’Halloran, Michael Varley, 
Stephen Morrin, Daniel Keane, 
Stephen Conroy, David Morrin, 
Matthew Murphy, Robert Holian, 
Aidan O’Sullivan, Fergal Sweeney, 
Seanie Cosgrove, Oisin Connolly, 
Darragh Moran, Tommy Conroy. 
REF: Paul Lydon.

Race for possession as Belmullet's Mikey Barrett and 
Eoin Donoghue chase the ball with The Neale's 
Matthew Murphy during the Mayo SFC Rd 2 clash at 
Tallagh, Belmullet.  Picture: David Farrell Photography

Belmullet   2-8      -:-      The Neale   0-14

Mayo IFC Group 4 - 
Round 1 

 
CORERS - Lahardane: Shane 
Finnerty 0-3 (2f), Adrian Leonard and 
Matthew Queenan (1f) 0-2 each, 
Laurence Leonard and Darragh Walsh 
(1f) 0-1 each. 
Ballinrobe: Evan O’Brien 0-7f, 
Darren McDonnell and Liam Burke 0-3 
each, Joe Burke 0-2, Ewan Duffy 0-1. 
LAHARDANE: Ger Lovett, Benny 
Joyce, Laurence Leonard, Barry 
Leonard, Paul Coleman, Matthew 
Queenan, Keith O’Malley, Gary 
Naughton, Aaron Murphy, Darragh 
Walsh, Adrian Leonard, Keith Loftus, 
Cormac Reilly, Shane Finnerty, Mark 
Noone. Subs: Shane Loftus (for P 
Coleman), Michael Coleman (for 
Walsh), Aodan Cronin (for O’Malley), 
Caleb Blake Naish (for B Leonard). 
BALLINROBE: Luke Jennings, Peter 
Butler, Conor Keane, Oran O’Malley, 
Ewan Duffy, Aaron McDonnell, Evan 
Reaney, James Murphy, Evan O’Brien, 
Kevin Quinn, Liam Burke, Darren 
McDonnell, Stephen Burke, Joe Burke, 
John Enda Flannelly. Subs: Conor 
O’Brien (for Flannelly), Eoin Gilrane 
(for S Burke), David McDonnell (for 
Darren McDonnell), Felim Reilly (for 
Keane). 
REF: Charlie Collins.

Ballinrobe's Darren McDonnell is chased by 
Lahardane's Keith Loftus, Barry Leonard and Paul Cole-
man during round 1 of the Mayo IFC at Bofeenaun. 

Picture: David Farrell Photography

Lahardane MacHale’s   0-9      -:-      Ballinrobe   0-16
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 
 

SLIGO manager Paul Taylor said he’s 
delighted that the GAA inter-county 
season will resume with the 

concluding rounds of the Allianz League. 
His side are in the promotion hunt from 

Division 4 and with just two points separat-
ing the top five teams he believes that the 
remaining two rounds will be ideal prepa-
ration for the start of the championship 
when they take on Galway. 

“It is great that there is a plan in place. 
I said all along that I hoped they would 
finish the national league and I’m 
delighted that’s what they are going to do 
first. 

“We will play Carlow and the following 
weekend we will play Limerick before we 
meet Galway in the Connacht champi-
onship. We had set goals at the beginning 
of the year and the league was one of 
them. 

“Obviously there is a lot of club football 
to be played first and I know the lads are 
looking forward to that,” he said. 

Taylor said there is relief that games 
are set to resume given the fears a few 
weeks ago that the year would be wiped 
out because of Covid-19. 

“We are just delighted that there is a 
plan there,” he told Ocean FM. “There was 

a time there when we thought there might 
be no more football but now it’s great for 
sports fans to know that there will be 
games. 

“It is also good for the players to know 
that the work they did earlier in the year 
isn’t going to go to waste and that they are 
going to have something to play for now. 

“In an ideal world everyone would like 
more time to prepare but we are not in an 

ideal situation at the moment and haven’t 
been for the past few months. But every 
team is going to be faced with the same 
problems. 

“We are going to have our two warm-
up games before we go into the champi-
onship. It’s a time now for everyone to 
look forward to and I just hope we 
continue to go in the right direction with 
Covid-19.”

SligoGAA.ie 
 

Bunninadden ...........2-10  
Ballymote ................0-10 

 

BUNNINADDEN came out on top in 
the local derby game against 
neighbours Ballymote in Keash 

with a six-point win with second-half 
goals from Oisin Gorman and Matthew 
Clavin key to the win.   

In fairness to Ballymote the score-
line does not reflect the game as it was 
a closer encounter with Bunninadden 
going in to the half time break a point 
up on a 0-8 to 0-7 margin. 

Bunninadden came out of the 
blocks first and raced into a 0-4 to 0-2 
lead with some excellent frees by 

Kenneth Kerins who scored five points 
in the game.  

Niall Colsh received a black card for 
a body check on a Bunninadden 
attacker which under the new rules 
resulted him going into the sin bin for 
10 minutes.  

Stephen Ross having an excellent 
first half for Ballymote scored four 
points, with two of them from placed 
balls. Adrian Frain scored the point of 
the game in front of the dressing rooms 
to put the Bunnies 0-5 to 0-2 up.  

Additional points from the ever reli-
able Kenneth Kerins from Bunninadden 
and Dermot McTiernan of Ballymote left 
the scoreline of 0-7 to 0-6 in favour of 
Bunninadden.  

Before the first half whistle Danny 
Clarke in goals for Ballymote pulled off 
a magnificent save from Cian Brett, 

FOCUS ON SLIGO • FOCUS ON SLIGO • FOCUS ON SLIGO

Sligo boss happy to 
see an end in sight 

 
 
Sligo manager Paul Taylor says he is 
happy that his side will get to finish 
their Division 4 campaign later this year.  

Photo: David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile

Gorman and Clavin hit the 
net as Bunninadden win 

  CONNACHT GOLD SLIGO IFC 
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By ROSE MALONEY-QUINN  
Sligo Champion 

 

Calry/St Joseph’s ............2-10 

Coolaney/Mullinabreena ...1-7 
 
 

COOLANEY/MULLINABREENA and 
Calry/St Joseph's started their 
Senior Football Campaign in Rans-

boro and while both sides were looking 
fresh and ready for action, it was eerie in 
the park with so few spectators. 

Coolaney/Mullinabreena kicked off the 
first half with two early points gained from 
two frees. Calry/St Joseph's responded 
shortly after with a point from Eoin 
Doherty. These were the only points up to 
the new water break. 

Barry Gorman who had a good starting 
17 minutes limped off and was replaced 
by Anthony Walsh. Play resumed with 
Conor Griffin pointing a score for Calry/St 
Joseph's, equalising the teams briefly. 

Coolaney/Mullinabreena led the game 
briefly with a point from a free. Damian 
O'Boyle got a pass from Johnny 
McGoldrick and equalising the sides 
again. Before half time, Calry/St Josephs 
led the match when Eoin Doherty pointed 
a free. 

At half time Coolaney/Mullinabreena 
trailed 0-4 to 0-3 and it was hard to call 
who would finish ahead. 

Each side had a wide in the opening of 
the second half; Calry/St Joseph's 

increased their lead with a nice point from 
play by Conor Griffin. 

Enda Kivlehan sent over a point for 
Coolaney/Mullinabreena, while Gavin 
Gorman brought cut the gap to one point 
after converting a free. Calry/St Joseph's 
went one ahead after a good point by 
Darragh Cummins who was causing a lot 
of headaches for 
Coolaney/Mullinabreena. 

Just before the second half 
water break Kieran Gorman 
missed a goal chance. It was 
still all to play for as Kevin 
O'Kennedy replaced Declan 
McCormack, and the game 
restarted with a great goal from 
Gavin Gorman. 

Calry/St Joseph's responded 
well with Conor Griffin putting the 
ball into the back of the net, while 
tensions were high shortly after 
Coolaney/Mullinabreena’s David Barrett 
received a red card. 

Calry/St Joseph's received a free 
and Eoin Doherty added another point 
to their score line. 
Coolaney/Mullinabreena kept close 
with a converted free from Gavin 
Gorman and his brother Kieran 
scoring from play to be within a 
one point deficit. 

Calry/St Joseph's were 
not going to concede 
easily to the south Sligo 
side with a point from 
Darragh Cummins, 
Paddy Wolfe who had 
replaced Eoin Doherty 

HOMELAND SLIGO SFC 

from which Ballymote went up the field 
to level the game with another free 
from Dermot McTiernan.  

However, Barry Caffery scored an 
excellent point to put Bunninadden 
back in front by the minimum just 
before the half time whistle.  

Ballymote started the second half 
strongly and with points from Stephen 
Ross and Dermot McTiernan they took 
the lead for the first time in the game. 
But a mistake by the Ballymote keeper 
allowed former county minor Oisin 
Gorman on his championship debut to 
punch the ball into the back of the net.  

Another error in the Ballymote 
defence allowed midfielder Matthew 
Clavin run through for a well taken 
goal.  

Further points from Oisin Gorman 
and the towering Clavin stretched 

Bunninadden’s lead to six points. 
Dermot McTiernan scored another free 
with Cian Brett scoring a great score 
off his left for Bunninadden.  

In injury time Malachy Healy 
received a straight red for a high tackle 
on Brett.  

Bunninadden will be delighted to get 
their campaign of to a winning start but 
will have to improve for further games 
ahead. A high wide count and players 
over carrying will give Bunninadden 
manager John O’Flatherty some work 
to be done on the training pitch next 
week.   

 
Scorers – Bunninadden: Kenneth Kerins 0-5 
(5f), Oisin Gorman 1-1, Matthew Clavin 1-1, Cian 
Brett 0-1, Adrian Frain, Barry Caffrey 0-1 each 
Ballymote: Dermot McTiernan 0-5 (5f), Stephen 
Ross 0-4 (2f), Jack Hever 0-1, 

Calry/St Joseph’s deny Coolaney

Barry Gorman lined out 
for Coolaney/ 

Mullinabreena in their 
opening defeat to Calry/St 

Joseph’s.  
Photo: Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile.

scored Calry/St Joseph's second goal of 
the game. Damian O'Boyle ended the 
game with one last point.  
CALRY/ST JOSEPH'S: Bryan McGovern, Danny 
Keown, Conor McGovern, Brian Shannon, 
Johnny McGoldrick, Brian Cox, Brian Callaghan, 
Adrian Cummins, Damian O'Boyle (0-1), Ronan 
Cox, Darragh Cummins (0-3), Conor Stenson, 
Aaron Flynn, Conor Griffin (1-2), Eoin Doherty 
(0-4, 2f). Subs: Paddy Wolfe (1-0) for Eoin 
Doherty. 
COOLANEY/MULLINABREENA: Ryan 
McAuley, Aidan Coleman, David Barrett, 
Stephen Barrett, Nathan Mullen, Ray Connolly, 
Enda Kivlehan (0-1), Declan McCormack, Sean 
Gorman, Stephen Connolly, Gavin Gorman (1-4), 
Niall Connolly, Shane O'Brien, Barry Gorman 
(1f), Darren Coleman. Subs: Anthony Walsh for 
Barry Gorman, Kieran Gorman (0-1) for Darren 
Coleman, Conor McCormack for Aidan Coleman.
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Curry ..........................2-19  
Enniscrone/Kilglass .....2-12 

 

SligoGAA.ie 
 

IN a very high scoring encounter 
in Dromard Curry won with 
a bit to spare but Ennis-

crone kept on going to the 
final whistle and got their 
reward with a few good 
scores.  

A game where both 
defences were marked 
absent on a number of occa-
sions but having said that 
the forwards from both 
teams put on a show of 
score taking that was 
impressive.  

Gavin Duffy in his first championship 
start scored 0-6, and Brian Coleman with 
1-5 whilst for the Curry side the Marrens 
(1-7 Adrian, 0-4 Jason) and Red Óg 
Murphy accounted for 2-12 of their team’s 
total.  

After 13 minutes play Curry – playing 
with the breeze were 0-7 to 0-1 up – and 
cruising. Enniscrone came more into the 
game for the second half of the half and 
nearly managed a score for every attack 
with the Mullaney brothers and Ciaran 
O'Dowd working hard around the middle. 
By halftime the scoreline was 0-12 to 0-6 
in Curry’s favour. 

Three minutes into the second half Red 
Óg Murphy drove at the heart of the 

Enniscrone defence and after playing a 
couple of one-twos, he rolled the ball into 
the Enniscrone net.  

Gavin Duffy responded with a point, but 
there was no let up with Blaine McIntyre 
venturing upfield scoring from full back 

and Adrian Marren adding further 
points.  

In a two minute spell 
the two teams were 
awarded penalties. 
Greg Regan received a 

black card in the Ennis-
crone goal and his replace-

ment came in and saved Adrian Marren’s 
penalty but Marren hit the rebound to the 
roof of the net. At the opposite end Ciaran 
O'Dowd finished his penalty to the bottom 
corner.  

In the last five minutes of the game 
Oisín Murphy score two points in a minute 
for Curry but Enniscrone came up the field 
with Brian Coleman getting a goal his 
overall play deserved and Shane 
Hargadon quickly scoring a point from the 
kickout.  

However Curry and Red Óg Murphy 
finished the scoring with a point from play 
in a convincing Curry win.   

 
Scorer - Curry: Adrian Marren 1-7 ( 4f, 1 side-
line) , Jason Marren 0-4 (2 marks), Red Óg 
Murphy 1-1, Oisín Murphy 0-3, David McDonagh, 
Alan Reilly, Colin Brennan, Blaine McIntyre 0-1 
each. 
Enniscrone Kilglass: Brian Coleman 1-5 (3 f), 
Gavin Duffy 0-6 (1f), Ciaran O'Dowd 1-0 (1p), 
Shane Hargadon 0-1. 

Cloonacool ..................5-12 
Eastern Harps ...............1-6 

 

SligoGAA.ie 
 

CLOONACOOL opened their 
Connacht Gold Junior A football 
championship with a convincing win 

over Eastern Harps in a splendid Bunni-
nadden Community Park.  

Intermittent showers didn’t dampen a 
youthful Cloonacool’s enthusiasm as they 
triumphed over a hardworking Eastern 
Harps. 

A wasteful Cloonacool could be 
punished on another day for kicking nine 
wides in the opening half. Indeed, the 
scoreline at the first water break put both 

sides level without a point being registered 
at that stage.  

Eoin Carty on his championship debut 
put Cloonacool ahead after the restart with 
a well taken point. Three further scores 
from the victors left the half time score at 
Cloonacool 0-4 to Eastern Harps 0-0. 

Whatever words of wisdom Cloona-
cool’s manager Brian McIntyre and coach 
Barnes Kelly imparted at half time had the 
desired effect. Within 20 seconds of the 
restart Harps’ keeper Errol Flynn was pick-
ing the ball out of his net after being 
beaten by a rasping effort from Rian 
Moylan. 

Cloonacool corner forward Conor Pren-
dergast widened the gap further on 32 
minutes when he finished neatly to the 
Harps net.  

However, Cloonacool could not rest on 

their laurels and Cloonacool’s keeper Joe 
Neary could do nothing to stop Ciaran 
Hannon’s effort finding the back of his net 
after a route-one ball in from midfield after 
38 minutes. 

However, this was as good as it got for 
the Harps men as their centre back Barry 
Convey received his marching orders from 
referee Paul Clavin after collecting a 
yellow card along with a black card he 
picked up earlier.  

Cloonacool were now in the driving 
seat and they finished off the job in hand 
with a number of well taken points and 
goals from Brian Towey, Ronan Leonard 
and Jason Brennan. 

Overall a good workmanlike display by 
Cloonacool but sterner tests await in this 
year’s Connacht Gold Junior A champi-
onship.

CONNACHT GOLD SLIGO IFC 

CONNACHT GOLD SLIGO JFC

Marren turns on the style for Curry

Cloonacool run riot against Harps

Adrian Marren scored 1-7 for Curry who got 
their Connacht Gold Sligo IFC campaign up and 
runngin with a win.  

Photo: Harry Murphy/Sportsfile.
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Easkey ........................2-16  
Castleconnor .................1-9 

 

SligoGAA.ie 

    

EASKEY powered home in the 
second half to make strong claims 
for the Intermediate championship 

play-offs in a very wet Quigabar.  
It took players time to get used of the 

conditions with the rain getting heavier as 
the first half went on. After 16 minutes 
the score was 0-3 to 0-1 to the visitors 
with all scores from frees by Joe 
McHugh (2), Mikie Gordon and 
Seán Carrabine.  

By the 20th minute Oisín 
Flynn had put Castleconnor in 
the lead with a goal from 
play after good play by 
Carrabine and Jason 
Earlis, while he also 
added a long range free.  

Two quick points 
from McHugh brought the 

game level when a long range free was 
caught inside by Eugene Mullen who 
turned and fired to the net.  

Castleconnor came back with the final 
two scores of the half from play by Eoin 
Kent and Ronan Wilson as Easkey led by 
1-7 to 1-4 at half-time. 

From the throw in Castleconnor got 
within two with a mark from Carrabine. But 
that was as good as it got for the men in 
red and in the next five minutes, four 
points from Easkey subs Daniel Rolston 
(2), Kieran Duffy and Kevin Duffy had 
eased Easkey into a commanding lead.  

McHugh and Mikie Gordon added 
further to the total with Ciarán Kilcullen 
replying with two long range points.  

It was all Easkey in the closing stages 
and they finished with a penalty scored 
by McHugh in injury time.

Tubbercurry ................2-15  
Eastern Harps .............0-15 

 

SligoGAA.ie 
 

THIS was a real Jekyll and Hyde 
performance by Tubbercurry whilst 
Harps will wonder what would have 

happened if they played from the first 
whistle. The performance of the Tubber 
midfield and some excellent running and 
score taking by their forwards was a joy to 
watch but it all disappeared in the second 
half.  

The first 10 minutes of the game it was 
an even contest with Ronan Mulligan and 
Shane O'Grady pointing for Harps and 
David Kelly and two very good points from 
play by Brian Morahan who had an excel-
lent first half scoring 4 points in total. 

From the 8th minute to the 25 minute 
Harps barely crossed the half way line and 
in that time Tubber had increased their 
lead by 1-5, Dermot Walsh palming to the 
net after a Kelly handpass across the 
square. Dermot Walsh scored from a mark 
and Daragh Kilcoyne also added from 
play. Thomas Cryan had moved out the 
field to try to stem the tide and he was 

instrumental in Daragh Madden scoring 
from play.  

Ross Donovan made an astonishing 
block after it looked like Brian Curran had 
only to put the ball in the net in the 25th 
minute. By halftime the lead was 1-13 to 
0-5 with Cryan and Mulligan reducing the 
deficit after Jason Perry had one from 
play.  

Perry got the first score of the second 
half for Tubber in the fifth minute but in the 
next 15 minutes Harps scored eight points 
on the trot with subs Martin Doherty and 
Niall McGill getting scores from out on the 
right wing and Sean Bruen tapping over 
after a mazy run. But the comeback was 
stopped abruptly with a well taken goal by 
Rory Ryan who had a very good hour and 
was also a great source for winning Colm 
McGee's kickouts.  

Harps did respond with an O'Grady 
free and it was helped further with Curran 
and Gerard Perry both receiving two 
yellows each and departing the scene but 
Harps never made use of the extra men 
only scoring one point in the remaining 
minutes from Shawn O'Hara. 

CONACHT GOLD SLIGO IFC

HOMELAND SLIGO SFC

Easkey claim the spoils in West battle 

Seán Carrabine was on target as Easkey 
defeated neighbours Castleconnor.  

Photo: Harry Murphy/Sportsfile

Tubber show their class to beat Harps 

David Kelly kicked five points for Tubbercurry.  
Photo: Ramsey Cardy / SPORTSFILE.
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Drumcliffe/Rosses Pt ...1-11  
Tubbercurry ...............0-14 

 

By CATHAL MULLANEY 
Sligo Champion 

 

AN added time free from Eoghan 
Smith earned 
Drumcliffe/Rosses Point a 

deserved draw in a highly 
entertaining Group One tie with 
Tubbercurry at Connolly Park 
in Collooney. 

The north Sligo men had to with-
stand a ferocious Tubbercurry comeback 
in the second half, with David Curran's 
side overturning a 1-8 to 0-4 half-time 
deficit to hit the front in added time. 

In truth, Drumcliffe/Rosses Point 
deserved a point from a game they domi-
nated for long stages. They controlled 
proceedings for the duration of the first 
half with Paul Logan in sparkling form, 
firing over six first half points, while Niall 
Colleary's 27th minute goal applied further 
gloss to the scoreline. 

Tubber, though, summoned a superb 
second half effort. Brian Curran, impres-
sive throughout, drove his side on at every 
opportunity and Darragh Kilcoyne's injury-
time score nudged them in front for 
the first time in the game before 
Eoghan Smith's close range 
free levelled matters with the 
last kick of the game. 

It was all Drumcliffe/Rosses 
Point in the first half, with Fergal 
O'Flaherty's side displaying real intent 
from the off. With Donegal All-Ireland 
winning goalkeeper Paul Durcan making 
his championship debut for his new club, 
the seasiders raced into a 0-4 to 0-0 lead 
with Paul Logan kicking two wonderful 
long-range frees before adding two more 
from play. 

Tubbercurry finally got off the mark with 
a Jason Perry free – he would add two 
more soon after – but it took 32 minutes 
for them to register a first point from play 
through Brian Morahan. 

Their first half efforts were hindered by 
a black card for Cian Gilmartin, who spent 
ten minutes in the sin bin as a result. 

In the lead up to the half-time break, 
Drumcliffe/Rosses Point put real daylight 
between the sides with a well engineered 
move that ended in Niall Colleary slotting 
home, despite a hand from Tubbercurry 

goalkeeper Colm McGee. 
With a slight breeze favouring Tubber-

curry in the second period, they emerged 
after the resumption as a different side. 

They had two decent goal chances 
straight after the break: first, midfielder 
Niall Murphy got on the end of a move 
from the throw-in but saw his shot, which 
lacked real power, saved by Paul Durcan; 
Brian Morahan got on the end of the 
rebound to fire over the bar. 

Durcan was again called into action 
moments later when Cian Gilmartin let fly 
from range, with the netminder getting a 

hand to a shot that was destined for the 
top corner. 

This was the momentum shift that 
Tubbercurry required and they continued 
to take the game to their opponents at 
every opportunity. The introduction of 
Darragh Kilcoyne before half-time also 
helped boost the men in black and white, 

while David Kelly and Brian Curran 
used their experience to haul 

their side 

back 
into contention. 

Drumcliffe/Rosses Point were strug-
gling to wrestle back control, but always 
managed to keep in front. 

They padded their lead out on two 
occasions with Eoghan Smith frees, but 
they failed to score from play in the 
second half. 

A black card for Aaron McCormack 
saw Drumcliffe/Rosses Point play most 
of the closing stages with 14 men, and 
Tubbercurry put their numerical advan-
tage to good use. 

David Kelly levelled matters with a free 
from 30 metres before Darragh Kilcoyne 
fired over to send his side into the lead for 
the first time in the match two minutes into 
injury-time. 

To their credit, Drumcliffe/Rosses Point 
battled hard to regain the initiative and 
worked the ball forward in the final play, 
where Niall Colleary claimed a superb 
mark under pressure. 

Though Colleary was about 30 metres 
out, and at a difficult angle, the ball was 
brought forward for what appeared to be 
dissent on the part of the Tubbercurry 
players and Eoghan Smith fired over to 
leave the sides level at the finish. 

 
DRUMCLIFFE/ROSSES POINT: Paul Durcan; 
Tom Armstrong, Ciaran McLoughlin, Jude 
McGarry; Sean Power, Neil Ewing, John 
McGowan; Brian Monaghan (0-1), Sean Waldron; 
Cian McBride, Cian Lally, Steven Regan; Eoghan 
Smith (0-4, 3fs), Niall Colleary (1-0), Paul Logan 
(0-6, 4fs). Subs used: Niall Canning, Aaron 
McCormack, Lee Cummins. 
TUBBERCURRY: Colm McGee; Oisín O'Donnell, 
Eddie McGuinness, Cian Gilmartin (0-1); Joe 
Moran, Brian Curran, Gerard Perry; Rory Ryan (0-
1), Niall Murphy; Dylan Henry, Jason Perry (0-6, 
5fs), David Brennan; Brian Morahan (0-3), 
Dermot Walsh, David Kelly (0-1, f). Sub: Darragh 
Kilcoyne (0-2) 
REFEREE: Gus Chapman. 

HOMELAND SLIGO SFC

Late Smith free under 
pressure levels it up

Jason Perry’s six points was key to Tubber-
curry sealing a draw.  

Photo: Ray Ryan / SPORTSFILE
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CONGRATULATIONS to Carla 
LeGuen, Edel Shanley and 
Síomha Quinn all from St Brigid’s 

LGFA, the deserved winners of three 
individual Leitrim County Awards for 
2019. 

Síomha Quinn received County U-16 
Player of the Year 2019. 

Edel Shanley was named as the 
County Minor Player of Year for 2019. 

Carla LeGuen received Senior 
County Player of the Year 2019. 

A thank you also to all their coaches 
through the grades for their hard work 
and dedication. 

Comhghairdeas Carla, Edel and 
Síomha. 

Also, congratulations to Michelle 
Heslin from St Joseph’s Ladies Leitrim, 
the deserved Senior Club Champi-

onship Player of the Year 2019. 
A thank you also to all her coaches 

through the grades for their hard work 
and dedication. 

There was also great excitement as 
Brigid O’Reilly from Naomh Padraig 
was named the Leitrim County U-14 
Player of the Year. A thank you also to 
all her coaches through the grades for 
their hard work and dedication

FOCUS ON LEITRIM • FOCUS ON LEITRIM • FOCUS ON LEITRIM 

Deserved winners of individual Leitrim  
County Awards for 2019 revealed

Síomha Quinn, Edel Shanley and Carla LeGuen pictured with their 
Leitrim GAA 2019 awards.                             Photos courtesy of Leitrimlgfa.ie.

Michelle Heslin from St Joseph’s 
Ladies Leitrim who was named 
Leitrim’s Senior Club Champi-
onship Player of the Year 2019.

Brigid O’Reilly from Naomh 
Padraig, Leitrim County U-14 
Player of the Year.

Aidan O'Shea of 
Breaffy scores his 
side's first goal, 
despite the attempts 
of Ballaghaderreen's 
David McBrien during 
the Mayo SFC quar-
ter-final at Elverys 
MacHale Park.                

Photo: David Fitzgerald/ 
Sportsfile.
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Glencar/Manorhamilton  ..0-14  
Drumreilly .........................................1-8  

By PJ LEDDY 
Leitrim Observer 

 

AFTER leading by seven points at half-
time, Glencar/Manorhamilton managed 
to secure a much narrower winning 

margin over a never say die Drumreilly side on 
the home turf at Boggaun. 

Drumreilly struggled in the first half, prob-
ably due to the fact that it was their first 
championship outing whereas Glencar/Manor 
had tasted the red-hot championship heat a 
week earlier when they accounted for Allen 
Gaels in Drumshanbo. 

A Peter Prior Drumreilly goal prior to half-
time put his side right back in contention 
after they had played second fiddle up to that 
in the exchanges. 

It also signalled a change in the game as 
Drumreilly began to get to grips with their 
defending county champion opponents, who 
now had only four points to spare at the inter-
val. 

Drumreilly managed to outscore 
Glencar/Manor by six points to five in the 
second half after missing what was perhaps 
two goal chances as well, but still came out 
second best. 

Glencar/Manor, who played with 14 men 
due to a Killian McGriskin black card 10-
minute dismissal and had a penalty claim 
dismissed late on, used their greater experi-
ence to good effect as Drumreilly bid to turn 
the tables on them. 

Evan Sweeney and James Glancy put Glen-
car/Manor two up in the opening five minutes 
when they both split the posts in turn. Drum-
reilly opened their account on the eight 
minute mark after Raymond Fee converted a 
free for which he was fouled. 

Fee put over another free a minute later 
but in response to Drumreilly’s early fight 
back, a determined and rejuvenated Glen-
car/Manor hit over seven unanswered points 

during the next 19 minutes. 
James Glancy and Niall Brady shot a point 

apiece from the advanced mark after Aaron 
Hickey was the ball provider for Glancy and 
Glancy acted in a similar role for Brady. 

During this period, single points were 
added to the tally by Glancy, Adrian Croal, 
Killian McGriskin, Aaron Hickey and Evan 
Sweeney. 

Glencar/Manor’s Cian McManus was the 
recipient a of a 22nd minute yellow card and 
Drumreilly got their game back on track when 
Peter Prior fired to the near corner of the net 
from 13 metres out on the right wing on 29-
minute mark. 

Glencar/Manor led by 0-9 to 1-2 when the 
halftime whistle was sounded but Drumreilly 
reduced the deficit within a minute of the 
restart thanks Stephen Meissner who hit over 
a well taken point. 

However, over the next four minutes Glen-

car/Manor hit three points without reply when 
Peter Poniard and Niall Brady, after receiving 
a pass from Aaron Hickey, scored while then 
Hickey converted a ‘45.’ 

A 37th minute yellow card was issued to 
Drumreilly’s Damon Maguire. Nevertheless, 
Drumreilly got on top in the exchanges during 
the next 12 minutes when they whittled back 
the Glencar/Manor lead to three minutes after 
hitting three points on the trot. 

Glencar/Manor’s Killian McGriskin received 
a 40th minute black card after he took down 
Conor Gaffney as the former county man bore 
down on goal. Gaffney tapped over the resul-
tant 13 metre free and did likewise a minute 
later with another free. 

As the end of the third quarter approached, 
an alert goalkeeper, Colin Gilligan stopped a 
goal bound Raymond Fee effort which 
rebounded to Stephen Meissner who whipped 
the ball over. 

In the final quarter Manor’s Aaron Hickey 
shot over from play and a free. Late on in 
response Drumreilly’s James Holohan and 
Raymond Fee, who slightly before that was 
yellow carded, got a point each. 

 
SCORERS - Glencar/Manorhamilton: Aaron 
Hickey 0-4, 45, 1f; James Glancy 0-3; Niall Brady 
& Evan Sweeney 0-2 each, Adrian Croal, Peter 
Poniard & Killian McGriskin 0-1 each 
Drumreilly: Raymond Fee 0-3, 2f; Peter Prior 1-
0; Conor Gaffney (2f) & Stephen Meissner 0-2 
each; James Holohan 0-1 
GLENCAR/MANORHAMILTON: Colin Gilligan; 
Daniel Maguire, Paddy Maguire, Cian McManus; 
Killian McGriskin, Gerry Hickey, Adrian Croal; 
Peter Poniard, Darren Sweeney; Ruairi Sheridan, 
Aaron Hickey, Declan Byrne; Niall Brady, James 
Glancy, Evan Sweeney. Subs: Ronan Flynn for 
Sheridan (25) Gavin O’Hagan for Byrne (43); 
Brian McDonald for D. Maguire (52); Donnacha 
Devaney for Brady (56); Mark Fox for Croal (62). 
DRUMREILLY: Francis Holohan; Michael Holo-
han, Donal McCabe, Damon Maguire; Damien 
Mitchell, John McKeon, Dermot Holohan; Dylan 
Maguire, Graham Taylor; Stephen Meissner, 
Raymond Fee; Dylan Mimna; Peter Prior, James 
Holohan, Conor Gaffney. 
REFEREE: Mark McCloskey.

LEITRIM CONNACHT GOLD SFC

James Glancy kicked three points as Glen-
car/Manorhamilton took the win against 
Drumreilly.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile.

Manor made to work for win

By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

LEITRIM have pulled the plug on GAA 
Cúl Camps this summer because of 
health and safety concerns around 

Covid-19. 
Leitrim GAA have told their clubs that 

they are free to organise camps them-
selves if they wish, but the county board 
will not be involved. 

Last year over 156,000 children aged 
between six and 13 participated in the 
annual Kelloggs Cúl Camps and the GAA 
this week gave the green light for them to 
take place from July 20. 

However, Leitrim have decided to opt 
out of the camps because of concerns 
around Covid-19. 

“Leitrim GAA Management Committee 
has decided and informed its clubs that its 
Coaching and Games Department will not 
proceed with the organisation and running 

of the 2020 Kellogg’s Cúl Camps,” said a 
statement from Leitrim GAA. 

“The reason for this decision is exclu-
sively around concerns for the safeguard-
ing of health for all that exists in the current 
Covid era. 

“While this is disappointing news for the 
clubs of the county who would have been 
the hosting venues for camps and ulti-
mately for those who would have wished to 
participate, the decision is made in greater 
health interests of all concerned.” 

Leitrim cancels Cúl Camps
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CONNACHT GOLD LEITRIM SFC 

By JOHN CONNOLLY  
Leitrim Observer  

 

WITH the clash of Aughawillan and St 
Mary's Kiltoghert in the Connacht 
Gold SFC called off due to the 

weather Mohill reinforced their position in 
Group 1 with a come from behind victory over 
Fenagh St Caillin's in Fenagh on a wet Satur-
day evening. 

Referee Ray McBrien made the decision to 
call off the game in Aughawillan after inspect-
ing the pitch and consulting with officials from 
both teams, pools of water lying on the making 
it virtually impossible for the game to go ahead. 

Both teams were disappointed but fully 
supported the decision to call off the game but 
it does leave the County Board with a schedul-
ing headache. 

Mohill showed their resilience to recover 
from an early Oisin McLoughlin goal to eek out 
a hard fought two point victory in Philly 
McGuinness Park, 1-11 to 1-9. Fenagh led 1-6 
to 1-4 at the halftime break but Mohill gradually 
wore down the visitors, drawing level 13 
minutes into the second half. 

It was tit for tat after that with the teams 
level at 1-9 apiece after 56 minutes but it was 

Mohill who finished strongest to take the two 
point victory, moving them level at the top of 
the table with Ballinamore Sean O'Heslins. 

In Group 2, Melvin Gaels really turned on 
the style as they stormed to a 2-19 to 1-6 
victory over Drumreilly in Carrickmakeegan. 
The victory is the Kinlough men's second in 
three outings, putting them on four points while 
Drumreilly suffered their second loss of the 
campaign. 

Also in Group 2, Allen Gaels made a signifi-
cant recovery as they came from four points 
down to snatch a draw with Leitrim Gaels in 
Shane McGettigan Park. Leitrim Gaels were 
leading 1-6 to 0-4 at the break thanks to a goal 
from Eunan Treacy and points from Leitrim 
Senior county duo Aidan Flynn and David 
Bruen. 

However, a red card for Leitrim Gaels' Colm 
Moreton before halftime left them under pres-
sure for the second half but it was tit for tat for 
most of the second half, the Drumshanbo men 
closing the gap to three points before the 
Leitrim men restored a four point lead. 

But with time almost up, a late goal for 
Shane Walsh and a thirty metre James Flynn 
saw the Drumshanbo men rescue a draw that 
might be the difference between them qualify-
ing for the quarter-finals or not. 

St Mary’s .....................3-10 
Aughawillan ..................3-7 

 

By JOHN CONNOLLY 
Leitrim Observer 

 

IN a raucous and exhilarating final 10 
minutes, St Mary's kept their hopes of 
reaching the Connacht Gold SFC quar-

ter-finals alive by doing to Aughawillan 
what Aughawillan had threatened to do 
them just minutes earlier. 

In a game characterised by bad misses 
from both sides, the excitement levels went 
through the roof in the final ten minutes as 
Aughawillan first recovered from a six point 
deficit to take a one point lead before St 
Mary's broke their hearts with scoring 1-1 
to take a dramatic 3-10 to 3-7 victory. 

Playing at home after Saturday's match 
was initially postponed due to a water-
logged pitch, Aughawillan were expected 
to take the victory against a Carrick team 
struggling for form but apart from the open-
ing ten minutes when Sean Flanagan 
stroked home a penalty, it was St Mary's 

were setting the pace in the game only for 
a series of misses to stop them from trans-
lating their dominance into scores on the 
scoreboard. 

However, a Robbie Lowe goal with 
seven minutes left in the half ensured that 
the Carrick men went into the break with a 
1-5 to 1-3 halftime lead. That lead was 
dramatically extended when Alan Doherty 
converted a penalty four minutes into the 
second half and St Mary's looked all set for 
an easy win when they led by six points 
with with less than seven minutes of 
normal time left. 

But a dramatic goal from Morgan Quinn 
kickstarted Aughawillan into life and a 
dramatic recovery looked complete when 
Sean Flanagan converted his second spot-
kick a minute into added time. Aughawillan 
had the chance to kill the game but shot 
two costly wides before Ray Mulvey 
scored a brilliant point to tie the scores 
over three minutes into added time. 

A poor kickout that skidded out wide 
was quickly put back into play where Oisin 
Bohan gathered along the endline, beat his 
man and lobbed a ball across the goal for 
a flying Daire Farrell to punch the ball to 
the Aughawillan net and a dramatic winner.

Mohill motor on to victory

Aidan Flynn was unable to help 
Leitrim Gaels to the win despite 
getting on the scoresheet.  

Photo: Ray McManus/Sportsfile.

Farrell strikes late on to give Mary’s the win 

Robbie Lowe was on target as St Mary’s edged 
past Aughawillan.  

Photo: Ray McManus / SPORTSFILE
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B’more Seán O’Heslins ...3-20  
St Brigid's ......................0-0 

 

Leitrim Observer 
 

IT may have been a derby but Balli-
namore Sean O'Heslins began their 
senior championship with a very strong 

3-20 to no score win over St Brigid’s at 
home. 

Sean O'Heslins got off to a great start 
with an attacking run from midfield by 
Ciara O'Dowd scoring a goal and follow 
up point in the first five minutes. Niamh 
Donohoe forced Maeve Quinn into a 
great score but the home side began to 
find their range. 

A goal from Emma McGovern and 
follow up points from the O'Dowd sisters 
extended the lead. St Brigid’s began to 
find some breathing space and a great 
passage of play saw Siomha Quinn find 
Ella Quinn in space in front of goals but 
great defending from Lisa Maguire stifled 
St Brigid's attack. 

O'Heslins kept the pressure on before 
the water break with another five points in 

quick succession scored between Niamh 
Donohoe, Emma McGovern and Aoibhinn 
Flynn. 

St Brigid's tightened up defence after 
the water break and the Ballinamore 
women were not having as much free-
dom. Scores came from distance from the 
O'Dowd sisters and a free by Roisin 
McHugh. 

St Brigid's were having periods of 
possession but they were unable to break 
down the O'Heslin back line. A poor clear-
ance by Ballinamore gave the St Brigid’s 
a chance but the effort dropped short into 
the keepers hands. 

From the counter attack, O'Heslins 
landed another goal from Laura O'Dowd. 
St Brigid’s Aoife Mannion flashed a shot 
across goal while Brigid’s, without the 
leadership of an injured, there was no 
change in the score. 

The second half continued as the first 
with three quick points Laura O’Dowd. 
The scores continued to tick over with 
Megan McGovern hitting two while Maeve 
Quinn made a big save for St Brigid’s and 
Alannah Gunn did a great job in prevent-
ing a Laura O’Dowd goal. 

Both teams rang in the changes with 

an impressive showing from Lily Byrne 
who scored a fine point and had a well 
placed kick saved by Maeve Quinn and 
out for a 45, taken by Gilgunn and 
finished over the bar by McHugh. 

The new St Brigid's fought well 
throughout and never gave up on a tough 
championship game however the overall 
strength of the O'Heslins made easy work 
in the opening game. 

 

Glencar/Manorhamilton 6-17 
St Francis ....................... 0-4  

 

TWO time finalists Glencar/ 
Manorhamilton scored a 31-point 
victory over St Francis in Ballina-

glera, setting the tone early in the game 
with a lot of attacks. 

Great defence from Mairead 
McCauley. Niamh Morahan, Lauren 
McKeon and Rachel McLoughlin kept 
Manor at bay but the north Leitrim women 
kept putting the St Francis kickout under 
huge pressure. 

Ailbhe Clancy and Ailish Cornyn 
swapped points but Leah Fox followed 

LEITRIM LADIES FOOTBALL SFC

Fox on the mark as Glencar/Manor a

Laura O'Dowd impressed for Ballinamore Sean O’Heslin’s.                                                                                                                         Photo: Matt Browne/Sportsfile
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soon with a splendid goal for Manor and 
from then, Manor seemed a step ahead 
even though St Francis squandered a lot 
of good possession. 

St Francis’ Ailish Cornyn won a lot of 
ball and her forwards just needed a little 
more work to create scoring opportunities 
but instead lost possession which Manor 
punished painfully through Muireann 
Devaney, Fox & Ailbhe Clancy. 

The action in the second half didn't 
change as Glencar/Manorhamilton came 
out in the second period with the same 
hunger. Caoimhe McGarry & Roisin 
McGrenaghan worked hard in attack but 
didn’t get much return. 

Zkasi Modi was the only forward that 
looked dangerous in the second half 
winning much ball and looked fearless no 
matter who marked her but St Francis did 
look tired chasing Glencar/Manor’s 
massive lead. 

Glencar/Manor look even more 
formidable with Mary Alice Maguire, 
Aideen Clancy and Melissa Hewitt back in 
the squad which will be a good lift for their 
manager Pauric Corrigan and the team. 

A tough learning lesson for St Francis 
but they have talent and, with a bit of 
work, they can still steal a few wins in this 
competition. 

St Mary's Kiltoghert 5-11 Keeldra Gaels 
4-7 

The game of the day in the Ladies Club 
Championship came in Pairc Naomh 
Mhuire where St Mary’s Kiltoghert over-
came Keeldra Gaels in the McGovern 
Brothers London Intermediate Champi-
onship. 

Keeldra Gaels started the first half with 
a strong wind at their backs and had a 
lead of five points but late in the first half, 
a challenge on St. Mary's Hannah 
Reynolds inside the square resulted in 
Aisling Leahy scoring from the penalty 
spot to give the home side some home. 

It meant Keeldra Gaels went into the 
break with only a one point lead, 0-7 to 1-
3, despite a strong first half display and St. 
Mary’s started the half with a quick point to 
level the game. 

Sarah Reynolds was taken down inside 
the square for another St Mary’s penalty 
goal from Aisling Leahy. 

Both teams then exchanged a number 
of goals each in quick concession with 
Keeldra’s Lisa Keighran and Niamh 
Reynolds scoring a goal each and Alanna 
Ward scoring two goals, Rosin Kellegher, 
Leahy and Kasey Bruen scored goals for 
St. Mary's. 

Both teams registered a number of 
wides and missed opportunities but both 
tried very hard and displayed some fine 
football on their first championship game 
of 2020 as St. Mary's finished stronger to 

claim the victory. 
St. Mary's Kiltoghert: Caroline Guckian, 

Jasmine Maye, Ellen Woods, Michelle 
Glancy, Sara Crowe, Kasey Bruen (1-1), 
Lorraine Guckian (0-1), Elise Bruen, 
Rachel McGarry (0-1), Aisling Leahy (3-5), 
Sarah Reynolds (0-2), Hannah Reynolds 
(0-1), Roisin Kellegher (1-0) Hannah Sten-
son, & Isabelle Chandler. Subs: Enya 
Guckian for Crowe, Ellie Barnes for 
Kellegher 

Keeldra Gaels: Fiona Woods, Sinead 
Sorohan, Aisling Sorohan, Shauna 
McManus, Orla Bohan, Patricia Forde, 
Rachel Reynolds (0-1), Eimear Duffy, 
Shaylyn Ward (0-1), Niamh Reynolds (1-

0), Alanna Ward (2-0), Lisa Keighran (1-2), 
Aine Nicholls (0-2), Tara McCabe (0-1), 
Grainne Reynolds. Subs: Niamh Brennan 
for Bohan, Kellie McPartland for G. 
Reynolds, Nicole Lennon & Maria 
Cunningham for McCabe & McManus 

Also in the Intermediate Championship, 
Mohill demolished Annaduff on a 9-11 to 
1-6 scoreline while in the Junior grade, the 
B team of St Joseph's were successful 
with an incredible 11-10 to 2-6 victory over 
St Francis' second time. In the only 
remaining game, an incredible draw was 
fought out between Glencar Manor and 
Drumkeerin that finished 5-10 (Manor) to 
Drumkeerin's 6-7.

LEITRIM LADIES FOOTBALL SFC

or and Ballinamore show strength 

Leah Fox cracked the opening goal for Glencar/Manorhamilton.  
Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 
 

THE acting chief medical officer Dr 
Ronan Glynn comes from a family 
steeped in GAA history and those in 

his home club in Galway say that deci-
sions to play matches behind closed doors 
would not be taken likely. 

Glynn played underage football for 
Claregalway and his brothers have lined 
out for the club as they made their way in 
the past two decades from intermediate to 
become a force at senior level. 

Indeed, the family fruit and vegetable 
business run by his parents George and 
Mary at Lydican in the parish are the main 
sponsors of the Claregalway side who will 
be hoping to reach the quarter-finals of the 
Galway SFC when they take on Tuam 
Stars the weekend after next. 

Claregalway made it to the last eight 
before being beaten by Corofin by five 
points in 2011 and next weekend’s match, 
one of the biggest in the club’s history, 
would ordinarily have attracted several 

thousand as it is a winner-takes-all contest 
but it will now be played behind closed 
doors like every other game in the country. 

Glynn, along with younger brothers 
Conor and Darragh, played for Claregal-
way as they re-established themselves 
with a strong underage structure and the 
current acting CMO was an accomplished 
wing-back. 

A move to Cistercian College in 
Roscrea for secondary school and univer-
sity education in Dublin and Scotland put 
paid to his promising GAA career, but he is 
fondly remembered and highly regarded in 
the club. 

“He was an excellent footballer,” said 
current treasurer Tony Stephens, who 
coached him at underage level. 

“He’s an excellent character, a great 
clubman. He knows the GAA inside out 
and his whole family is steeped in it. 

“He wouldn’t be making decisions 
lightly,” he added. 

Jim Cuddy, who is an Independent 
councillor with Galway County Council, 
knows a couple of generations of the 
Glynn family and lives near them in Lydi-
can. 

“They have always been involved in 
the GAA and just about everything else in 
the parish as well. Ronan’s parents 
George and Mary support everything, his 
uncles Padraig and Sean live across from 
me and they too are involved in the GAA. 

“Ronan knows all about the GAA and 
its role in this country and he knows the 
impact of decisions being made. He 
wouldn’t be making any of those decisions 
lightly, he would know what’s involved. 

“It’s not just GAA. His family have been 
great supporters of the drama festival. 
There’s a long drama tradition here in 
Claregalway, they won the All-Ireland a 
couple of years ago. But there was no 
drama festival this year and the restric-
tions will continue to have an impact. 

“GAA is big here. Carnmore, which is 
the hurling side of the parish, are also 
going well, winning the county minor last 
year and Ronan would be acutely aware 
of the impact of decisions. He knows what 
he’s talking about, he knows rural Ireland 
and wouldn’t be taking any of these deci-
sions only that he knows they are 
required,” he said.

FOCUS ON GALWAY • FOCUS ON GALWAY • FOCUS ON GALWAY

1993 U-13 City League winners at Pearse Stadium: Claregalway 4-8  Ml Breathnach 0-8 
 
Dr Ronan Glynn after winning an U-13 City League title with Claregalway. Back row, from left: Mick O’Connell, Liam Hyland, Derek Murphy, Keith 
Holland, Donal Moore, David Hession, Phillip Ryan, RONAN GLYNN, Eoin Hynes. Front, from left: John Flanagan, Patrick Walsh, John Paul O’Connell, 
Derek Murray (capt), Enda O’Connell, Coman Duke, Eamonn O’Connell, Tony Stephens.

Acting CMO comes from Galway 
family steeped in GAA
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 
 
 

THE disruption to the GAA is particu-
larly difficult to the only county with 
new football and hurling managers 

according to Galway chairman Pat Kear-
ney. 

And Galway’s hopes of becoming only 
the second county to win both the hurling 
and football leagues in the same year 
have been scuppered by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Their footballers, with Pádraic Joyce at 
the helm, were poised to secure a place in 
the league final when a halt was called to 
the campaign earlier this year. 

And Shane O’Neill was preparing his 
side for a hurling quarter-final showdown 
with Wexford after excellent wins over 
Cork and Tipperary had given real 

momentum to his first term in charge, 
Cork, who won the hurling and football 

leagues in 1980 a decade before doing 
the double at All-Ireland level, remain the 
only county to lift both league titles in the 
same year. 

Galway, Dublin and Offaly are the only 
other counties to win the primary league 
crowns in hurling and football but they 
have never done the double in the same 
year. 

“There’s no doubt they were both going 
well until there was a halt to proceedings 
last month,” said Galway chairman Kear-
ney. 

“Both Padraic and Shane had got 
some fine results and hopefully that will 
continue whenever we get back playing 
again but for now the priority is on every-
one’s health. 

“It’s not easy for any manager or the 
players, but especially for managers like 
that in their first year. They would have 
expected to be preparing for something 

else entirely in April and not this shut-
down.” 

Galway, with ten hurling league titles 
and six in football, had hit the ground 
running under their new managers and 
there were high hopes that one or both of 
them would be boosted by a league 
crown. 

Galway are the only county in the All-
Ireland series with new managers in hurl-
ing and football and Kearney is hopeful 
they will build on their promising start 
when the inter-county game eventually 
resumes. 

“That’s all we can all do at the moment 
is just wait and see when the action 
resumes. The difficulty is not just with 
senior managers, it’s the same around the 
country for those in charge of U-20 and 
minor sides, dealing with young players 
who also have disruptions to deal with. 

“It’s a difficult time for everyone but it’s 
great to see the role that the GAA is play-
ing in helping people to cope,” he added.
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Galway lament loss of early 
season momentum

Cathal Tuohy of Tommy Larkins takes a tumble following a foul by Johnny Conroy of Tynagh Abbey Duniry during a Galway County Senior Hurling 
Championship clash at Duggan Park in August.                                                                                                                                            Photo: Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile.
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By JOHN FALLON 
Media West Ireland 

 

FORMER Galway manager Cyril 
Farrell says the return of Joseph 
Cooney from Australia will be a 

huge boost to the Tribesmen if the 
championship is played this season. 

Cooney, who scored two points in 
the 2017 All-Ireland final win over 
Waterford, returned from Australia last 
summer and featured against Wexford, 
Kilkenny and Dublin in the Leinster 
championship but their season ended 
early when they failed to get out of the 
province. 

Cooney returned to Australia last 
year but has now returned and appar-
ently could be available to new Galway 
manager Shane O’Neill if the champi-
onship gets played this season. 

“I’d heard he was back and he 
would be such a big addition,” said 
Farrell. 

“He’s just such a versatile performer 
and to an extent I don’t think they have 
fully tapped his potential at all. 

“I remember seeing him playing for 
Sarsfields at centre-back against St 
Thomas last year or before and he 
gave a display that day and he was like 
Cù Chulainn. They were beaten but he 
just outstanding, an unreal display. But 
that’s what he’s capable of.” 

Farrell said Cooney’s experience 
and versatility would be a big addition 
to manager O’Neill if the championship 
gets played this year. 

And Farrell said that there would be 
no danger of Cooney being off the 
pace following the 29-year old’s latest 
spell in Australia. 

“I’d have him straight in if I was 
involved. Guys like Joseph are natural 
hurlers, he can play anywhere and he 
is a big, powerful player. 

“He is a fantastic hurler and it would 
be a great boost to Galway to have him 
this year. Hopefully we will have a hurl-
ing championship for him to feature in,” 
added Farrell.
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Farrell delighted 
to see Cooney 
back on board

Joseph Cooney returned 
for Sarsfields’ Galway 
County Senior Club Hurl-
ing Championship Round 1 
match with Portumna at 
Kenny Park.   

Photo: David Fitzgerald/ 
Sportsfile
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By DECLAN ROONEY 
Media West Ireland 

     

FORMER Galway player Val Daly says 
his son John is determined to return 
to full fitness and play a major role 

with Galway in 2021 after successful 
surgery to a knee injury. 

John Daly suffered a dislocated knee 
cap in a recent challenge game with 
Mountbellew-Moylough, and according to 
his father – who is also manager of the 
club – John has been boosted by the 
support of Galway manager Padraic 
Joyce, who has ensured him he remains a 
key part of his long term plans. 

Despite Daly’s absence Mountbellew-
Moylough picked up a first round win over 
Damien Comer’s Annaghdown on Sunday. 
And after watching on from the stands in 
Tuam Stadium, John Daly will take his first 
steps towards recovery this week. 

“It is a big blow to him. He has been 
playing centre back with Galway and he’d 

be our centre back or full back too,” said 
Val Daly. 

“Young lads they think the world is 
going to end, but he is 22 years of age and 
he’ll be back. The important thing for John 
is that he had his operation yesterday 
[SAT] and it was successful.  

“He’ll get into his rehab now and it gives 
him a goal. Next year won’t be too long 
coming around, it’s only three or four 
months away from a football point of view.  

“I know Padraic Joyce has him in his 
plans as well, and in fairness to Padraic 
and John Divilly, they called to the house 
to see him. He has great support around 
him with regards to physiotherapy and 
medical care.  

“Look, he is a bit down in spirits, but he 
has got a nice smile and once he keeps 
using it I’m happy enough.” 

Daly has been Joyce’s first choice No. 
6 this season with four starts from 
Galway’s five Division 1 games, but he 
expected to be out until the new year after 
the surgery. 

Daly, who plays alongside his brother 
Michael for club and county, has already 

suffered a lengthy spell away from the 
game due to a cruciate ligament injury four 
years ago. 

With Daly’s father returning as manager 
of their home club this season the hope 
was that Mountbellew-Moylough would 
end a run of six straight years exiting the 
championship at the hands of champions 
Corofin, but this is a further blow to their 
hopes of winning a first Galway senior title 
since 1986. 

“John has been playing great football 
for the last couple of years really. Unfortu-
nately, it was a pretty innocuous thing in a 
challenge game, he came down awkwardly 
on his knee and did a bit of damage. He is 
out until next year,” said Val Daly.  

“But look, everybody has great time for 
John as a footballer and as a person. I 
asked the lads for a big effort for him and I 
thought they responded.  

“John is going to be a loss, but some-
times when you are faced with a bit of 
adversity and a man like John down, you 
get a bit more out of everyone else and 
that’s what we’d be hoping for.”
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Val says John will be back 
Galway centre back John Daly faces a few months 
on the sidelines thanks to a knee injury.       

Photo: Daire Brennan/Sportsfile.
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FORMER Galway dual star Barry 
Cullinane thinks the arrival of former 
Mayo and Kerry coach Donie Buck-

ley to his home club Claregalway could be 
a game changer. 

Under the management of Alan Moran, 
Buckley has taken on the coaching of the 
team ahead of the side's Galway senior 
championship campaign. 

Buckley was axed from Peter Keane’s 
Kerry backroom team earlier this year, but 
Cullinane reckons Buckley is the perfect 
coach to coax the club’s young outfit to the 
next step after they reached the quarter-

final last season. 
“I think it is a brilliant move to be 

honest. When you look at it, it was crying 
out for someone in Galway to approach 
Donie Buckley,” said Cullinane, who won 
U-21 All-Irelands with Galway in both foot-
ball and hurling in 2005. 

“Donie is based in Ennis and Claregal-
way is extremely accessible to him. They 
are a young team that probably needed a 
little bit of guidance.  

“We know Donie’s area of expertise is 
really getting a team very solid defen-
sively. Having such a young team Clare-
galway needed that structure.  

“It is brilliant for Alan (Moran) and John 
Fitzmaurice and everyone to look at where 
they needed a little bit of help and to go 
out and get him. It is a very admirable 
thing to do.  

“Sometimes when you are involved in a 

team you can be a little bit protective of 
your own position. If they have a bit of 
success – which they weren’t far away 
from last year – you’d want your own 
name beside it. They know if they do have 
some success that Donie might get some 
of that praise, but that doesn’t bother 
them.” 

Claregalway will have to plan without 
Galway forward Danny Cummins this 
season with the corner forward currently 
living in Australia, but current Galway U-20 
captain Jack Glynn and his teammates 
Conor Flaherty, Nathan Grainger, Jason 
Reilly and Dara Whelan are among the 
young talent at Moran’s disposal. 

“When you got to the shop in Claregal-
way the first thing people are talking about 
is how good it is for the club to have Donie 
involved. I think it’s a brilliant move for all 
involved.” 
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Former Kerry and Mayo coach Donie Buckley has started working with Galway club Claregalway.                                Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile.

Buckley can make an impact 
with Claregalway: Cullinane
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JOE Canning and his nephew Jack 
Canning both saw red as Portumna 
crashed to defeat to Joseph Cooney’s 

Sarsfields in the Galway senior hurling 
championship. 

The duo were shown straight red cards 
in the closing stages, after which Jeffrey 
Lawless struck two goals to wrap up the 4-
22 to 0-18 win for the 2015 champions. 

Returning Joseph Cooney struck points 
either side of half-time as well as his side’s 
crucial second goal, while his younger 
brother Kevin scored a first-half penalty. 

The game was poised on a knife edge 
after the second water break, but the 
game turned on the two reds. Joe Canning 
was perhaps a little unfortunate to be sent 
off when Kevin Hynes’ helmet came 
undone as they tussled on the ground 
after Canning hauled the Sarsfields man 
down. 

The game restarted 30 seconds later 
and straight away Jack Canning became 
involved in a clash with Ian Skehill. The 
Portumna midfielder can have no 
complaints as he aggressively pulled off 
the helmet of his opponent. 

In the same group, champions St 
Thomas’ needed a miraculous second-half 
recovery to deny Castlegar victory as 
Conor Cooney’s added-time goal wrapped 
up a 2-23 to 3-18 win. 

The defending champions were 2-13 to 
0-10 in arrears at the break, but Cooney’s 
1-8 tally was central to their comeback in a 
pulsating encounter. 

Oisín Connolly – grandson of John 
Connolly – scored 2-3 for Castlegar and 
Enda Concannon also found the net as 
the record 17-time winners looked set for 
victory, but a stunning second-half come-
back from St Thomas’ saw Eanna Burke 
goal, before Conor Cooney hit the net at 
the death to steal victory. 

In Group 2 Tadhg Haran hit a brilliant 1-
10 for Liam Mellows, but it wasn’t enough 
to deny Turloughmore victory.  

With Conor Walsh in sharp form from 
placed balls Turlough were in control at 
the interval as youngster Barry Callanan 
also hit the net. Haran’s penalty dragged 
Mellows back into contention, but Walsh 
hit 11 points and kept Turlough at arm’s 
length. 

Two late points from Conor Hanniffy 

save Oranmore/Maree the honours as 15 
Evan Niland points was not enough for 
Clarinbridge in a 1-17 to 0-19 loss. Niall 
Burke’s goal 15 minutes from time was the 
game’s key score as Gerry McInerney’s 
side claimed the win. 

In the final game of the weekend a hat-
trick of goals from Niall Collins gave 
Cappataggle a 4-16 to 2-14 win over 
Tynagh/Abbey-Duniry. 

Thomas Gordon scored two goals for 
Tynagh/Abbey-Duniry, but Collins’ third in 
added-time made sure of the win for last 
year’s semi-finalists. 

In Friday’s opening Group 1 game 
Tommy Larkins managed to fend off a 
comeback from 14-man Loughrea to regis-
ter a 1-16 to 0-15 victory in Athenry. 

Larkins were six points clear at the 
break after Oisin Coyle’s sending off and a 
goal from Conor Gardiner, and despite 
easing off in the second period Jason 
Flynn and Gardiner fired them a precious 
opening triumph. 

In the Senior B championship Johnny 
Glynn was named among the substitutes 
but didn’t feature for Ardrahan as 
Killimordaly edged a 1-16 to 2-10 win. In 
the same pool Athenry and Beagh played 
out a 1-16 to 0-19 draw. 

In Group 3 there were wins for 
Ahascragh/Fohenagh over Padraig 
Pearses, and for Mullagh against 
Kilnadeema/Leitrim, while Ballinderreen 
edged the Group 1 local derby against 
Kinvara with a 2-15 to 2-12 victory.
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Cannings see red as 
Portumna slip up

Jack, right, and Joe Canning after they were both sent off during the Galway County Senior Club 
Hurling Championship Group 3 Round 1 match against Sarsfields.  

Photo: David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile.
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CAPTAIN Daithi Burke led from the 
front as Turloughmore, bidding for 
their first Galway title since 1985, 

laid down a marker as they qualified for 
the quarter-finals with a comprehensive 1-
21 to 0-11 win over an Oranmore/Maree 
side managed by double All-Ireland winner 
Gerry McInerney. 

Burke, having helped Corofin get the 
defence of their football title off to a 
winning start last weekend, was outstand-
ing in midfield for a Turloughmore side 
strongly fancied to challenge St Thomas’ 
bid for a third title in a row. 

Turloughmore led by 0-12 to 0-4 at the 
break with Sean Linnane impressing as 
well and the win was sealed by a goal 
from sub Ronan Badger against a disap-
pointing Oranmore/Maree side who had 
opened with a win over neighbours Clarin-
bridge. 

They will now face Liam Mellows, 
runners-up for the past two years having 
lifted the title in 2017, to decide which of 

them advances after Louis Mulqueen’s 
side bounced back from an opening defeat 
to relegate Clarinbridge to Senior B with a 
2-16 to 0-13 win. 

Aonghus Callanan and Conor Hynes 
got the goals for Liam Mellows, who led by 
1-8 to 0-6 at the break. 

Four-time All-Ireland champions 
Portumna have also been relegated to 
Senior B after finishing with 13 men for the 
second game in a row when they went 
down by 4-21 to 1-18 to Castlegar. 

Joe Canning’s red card from the loss to 
Sarsfields was rescinded and he got their 
only goal from a free but they conceded 
four goals for the second game in a row 
after Ivan Canning and captain Ronan 
O’Meara were sent off. Eoin Concannon 
got two goals for Castlegar before getting 
sent off but goals from Sean Neary and 
Jack Coyne sealed the win. 

A goal from Cathal Mannion helped 
Ahascragh/Fohenagh finished strongly for 
their second win and a place in the knock-
out stages when they defeated 
Kilnadeema/Leitrim by 2-20 to 1-19, with 
John Finnerty getting their opening goal. 

Second-half goals from David Earls 

and Brian Concannon helped Killimordaly 
score an impressive 2-19 to 0-13 win over 
Beagh, while two goals from Cianan Fahy 
in the opening half and one from Liam 
Forde after the restart saw Ardrahan 
defeat Athenry by 3-21 to 0-18. 

Aiden Helebert was superb with placed 
balls, shooting 0-14 as Gort, with former 
Galway manager Matt Murphy in charge, 
defeated neighbours Kinvara by 1-21 to 0-
14. Gort goalkeeper Kris Finnegan 
produced a stunning save from a penalty 
to deny Galway vice-captain Conor 
Whelan. 

Sub Sean Callanan was the hero for 
Mullagh as his injury-time goal snatched a 
1-14 to 0-15 win over Padraig Pearses, 
while a goal from a tight angle by Ronan 
Murphy was decisive as Tommy Larkins 
scored their second win when they 
defeated Tynagh/Abbey-Duniry by 1-11 to 
0-10. 

Conor Cooney shot 0-14 as champions 
St Thomas booked a quarter-final spot on 
Friday evening when they defeated Sars-
fields by 0-22 to 1-18, while a brace of 
goals from Jamie Ryan helped Craughwell 
defeat Ballinderreen by 2-24 to 4-11.

GALWAY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Burke shines for Turlough 
Daithí Burke was on song as Turloughmore 
claimed their second win.  

Photo: Daire Brennan/Sportsfile
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DARRAGH Burke struck two goals as 
three-in-a-row chasing St Thomas’ 
dished out a colossal 35-point trim-

ming to relegated Portumna in a Galway 
SHC score-fest. 

Burke and Oisin Flannery’s goals 
helped St Thomas to an impressive 2-23 
to 0-13 lead at half-time, and there was no 
way back for the four-time All-Ireland 
champions who only scored two second-
half points. 

With little to play for in this clash seeing 
as St Thomas’ had already secured their 
quarter-final spot, and Portumna’s relega-
tion was already confirmed, it was no 
shock that this game lacked intensity. 

With Darragh Burke and Eanna Burke 
pointing early on St Thomas’ charged into 
the lead, and despite scores from Jack 
and Joe Canning, Conor Cooney hit back 
with another two for the champions. 

St Thomas’ were well in charge at the 
first water break and led 1-15 to 0-8, but 
six minutes later Flannery got the final 
touch to the net following a scramble in 
the square, which helped them to a 13-

point half-time lead. 
The oneway traffic continued after the 

break and goals from Darragh Burke and 
Conor Cooney in the space of a minute 
saw this run out a 4-38 to 0-15 win for St 
Thomas’. 

In Senior B Ahascragh/Fohenagh 
sealed promotion to Senior A for 2021 in 
dramatic fashion thanks to two injury-time 
goals from Padraic Mannion and Niall 
Glynn against Mullagh in Ballinasloe. 

Mullagh looked 
certain winners with 
time running out with 
Davy Glennon and 
Ronan Glennon on 
song, but after 
Padraic Mannion’s 
move into full 
forward the two 
goals turned 
this game 
on its 
head. 

A Johnny Finnerty goal had given 
Ahascragh/Fohenagh a great start after 
eight minutes, but a powerful second quar-
ter saw Mullagh hit 1-7 unanswered – 
including Cathal Dervan’s goal – to put 
them seven clear at the interval. 

Two Mark Kelly points and another 
from Padraic Mannion trimmed that lead, 
but four wides in as many minutes blunted 
Ahascragh/Fohenagh’s comeback, only 
for the late double to spare their blushes in 
a 3-15 to 1-18 win. 

With their place in the quarter-final 
already guaranteed an under-strength 
Turloughmore fell to relegated Clarin-
bridge, and despite five first-half points 
from Ronan Badger, they trailed 0-17 to 0-
13 at the interval. 

Six of those Clarinbridge scores came 
from Evan Niland, and the Galway player 

helped his side hit the first five points 
of the second half, while TJ Bren-

nan’s five points also helped 
them to a convincing 0-

23 to 0-17 win.

GALWAY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Champions run riot against 
beleaguered Portumna 

Darragh Burke hit two goals as St Thomas' 
hammered Portumna in the Galway SHC.  

Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile
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FORMER All-Star nominee Eoghan 
Kerin is itching to get back to the 
Galway defence after Covid-19 

halted his return after surgery last March. 
And the return of the right-marking 

corner-back will be a boost to Galway 
manager Pádraig Joyce who suffered 
mixed news recently with centre-back 
John Daly ruled out for the season but 
experienced midfielder Fiontán Ó Curraoin 
also making a comeback and a lengthy 
spell on the sideline. 

Kerin, after playing his first game in 11 
months, says he is happy to leave his 
injury woes behind and rediscover his best 
form in time for the inter-county season. 

Kerin was on the losing side as his 
Annaghdown club slipped up against 
Mountbellew-Moylough but says he was 
satisfied to tog out with his club for the first 
time since last September. 

The two-time Connacht winner had 
surgery on an ankle injury last autumn and 
was due to return to training in March, but 
the Covid-19 outbreak halted his return. 

As Kerin returned his county teammate 
John Daly watched on the day after his 
own knee surgery and Kerin admitted he 
felt for the county centre-back. 

“It’s a sickener for John. He was flying 
it all year with Galway as well so it’s a 
massive blow. He's a great guy,” said 
Kerin who debuted in 2016 under Kevin 
Walsh’s management. 

“John has been unfortunate to miss a 
couple of years in his underage career as 
well. But there is no better guy in terms of 
applying himself now to get right for next 
season. It’s a sickener for him and it puts 

things into perspective that the rest of us 
are still able to play.” 

While the defender was feeling his way 
back into competitive football, there was 
other good news for county manager 
Joyce as Fiontán Ó Curraoin launched his 
own comeback from injury. 

Ó Curraoin lined out for Mícheal 
Breathnach’s against Moycullen and Kerin 
says it’s a great feeling to make such a 
comeback. 

“It’s huge, it’s great. This was my first 
game since the James’ game last year. It’s 

just great to get out on the pitch again. I 
had only started training before the lock-
down kicked in. You have to take these 
things as an opportunity to get yourself 
right. Fiontán has been unlucky the last 
few years so it’s great to see him out play-
ing again. And we’ll be out against him in 
the next few weeks as well. 

“Fiontán has proven that and he has 
gotten himself into really good condition 
again. A few more lads that were carrying 
knocks before the lockdown have done it 
too so it has been a positive.”

Kerin keen to get back into county set-up
Galway and Annaghdown corner back Eoghan Kerin 
is happy to put his injury woes behind him.  
Photo: Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile.
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CAHERLISTRANE manager Larry Bane is 
hopeful that Meath footballer Oisin 
O’Brien might yet play for his native 

Galway after playing a starring role for his 
home club in a surprise win over county final-
ists Tuam Stars. 

O’Brien, a member of the Galway side which 
won the 2007 All-Ireland minor title, made his 
debut for Meath against Louth last December in 
the O’Byrne Cup and started against Kerry and 
Galway in the Allianz League before Covid-19 
struck. 

He joined Navan O’Mahonys last year after 
moving east to take up a teaching post and his 

performances caught the eye of Meath 
manager Andy McEntee who drafted him into 
the squad last winter and looked poised for his 
championship debut before the disruption. 

O’Brien transferred back to Caherlistrane 
two weeks ago and was the key figure as they 
scored six points without reply in the closing 20 
minutes to oust neighbours and arch rivals 
Tuam Stars by 1-9 to 1-7 in the opening round of 
the Galway SFC. 

“We had some great performances and Oisin 
was superb, especially near the end when he 
came out the field and took control and he kept 
driving them on, holding on to the ball and 
leading the way. 

“He’s a fine footballer and I would really, 
really love to see him in with Pádraic Joyce and 
Galway. He’s definitely a scorer, a great man to 

have in around the goal with speed and able to 
play off left and right,” said Bane, who is in his 
fourth stint as manager, having played adult 
football for Caherlistrane for 22 years. 

O’Brien was back in training with Caherlis-
trane at 8.30am on Sunday morning as they 
turn their attention to Donie Buckley’s Clare-
galway in the next round. 

O’Brien got a few runs with Galway in the 
FBD League and challenge matches but was 
unable to secure a spot and jumped at the 
chance to play for Meath last winter. 

“He’s living in Navan and obviously made an 
impression up there last year but that doesn’t 
surprise any of us. He’s county class. We are 
delighted to get him back and hopefully push 
on from here,” added Bane, uncle of former 
Galway star Cormac Bane.

Bane sees the talent in Meath’s O’Brien
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GALWAY senior footballer Damien 
Comer thinks the GAA could learn 
from giving priority to the club game 

in 2020 and feels it should try to tweak its 
calendar to retain the set-up long term. 

Comer (26), played a key role in secur-
ing a spot for his club Annaghdown in the 
senior grade for 2021, and the former 
county captain says giving sole focus to 
the club game has given the county’s top 
players a new lease of life. 

“I think there is probably something to 
it. I think the GAA will find that if there was 
a way of keeping it for years. It has actually 
been very refreshing,” Comer told The 
Backdoor Football Show. 

“Normally you are coming back to your 
club at the end of a long slog. You are 
playing FBD in January, you are training all 
over Christmas.  

“You have the national league and a 
championship until you get knocked it out 
and then you go back to your club. Every 
county player wants to play some amount 
of football with their club, but you are 
nearly overplayed at that stage.  

“Whereas this year it’s fresh, everyone 
is mad for a bit of football and now you are 
playing with your club first.  

“You have all the time in the world that 
there is no county training and you can put 
it into your club. It’s actually very enjoyable 
and it’s something that I’d say the GAA 
should try and keep going forward.” 

Last year Galway’s inter-county cham-
pionship run ended in defeat to Mayo in 
round four of the qualifiers. Even at that 
stage Kevin Walsh’s side had been training 
for nine months, and Comer feels his club 
football then had to be shoehorned into a 
small window, almost as an afterthought. 

“Most county teams are training from 
October and November onwards and you 
might only be getting going with your club 

at that stage. It turns nearly into a 14-
month slog,” said Comer, who made his 
Galway senior debut six years ago. 

“It’s harder, just the load you have. You 
are training hard for nine months. To try 
and perform at your best with your inter-
county and then coming back to the club 
trying to perform at the top level as well in 
the time, sometimes it can be a lot of the 
body. I think when you condense it the way 
it is now and it has been forced on us by 
Covid-19, it has been a good set-up.  

“You can see by the numbers at train-
ing, and I’m sure every club is probably the 
same. The numbers at club training is way 
over what it ever used to be.  

“Everyone is eager, the short season 
we are enjoying it and cherishing the fact 
that we can go back playing, meeting new 
people again. It’s great like that.  

“I think it can be managed, even if you 
finish your championship early it can be 
hard. Club players are enjoying starting 
early as well.”

Comer fond of 2020 structure
Damien Comer is tackled by Tyrone's Liam Rafferty, left, and Ronan 
McNamee resulting in a penalty during the Allianz Football League 
Division 1 encounter at Tuam Stadium.  

Photo by David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile
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COROFIN manager Kevin O’Brien 
said that setting records is not what 
motivates his evolving squad but 

there was a clear message at Pearse 
Stadium that they are again the team to 
beat in Galway this year as they trounced 
Oughterard by 7-17 to 0-11. 

They haven’t lost a championship 
match since going down to Dr Croke’s in 
the All-Ireland semi-final in February 2017, 
but O’Brien said that unbeaten run, now at 
a remarkable 36 games, is not something 
they spend much 
time chatting 
about. 

Neither does 
the quest for an 
eighth Galway title in a 
row, while their hopes of a 
fifth Connacht crown in succes-
sion and a fourth All-Ireland on 
the trot have already fallen foul of 
Covid-19. 

“It’s not something we talk about but 
you can see the guys who came in today 
are pushing the lads all the time and it’s a 
cultural thing and something they buy into. 

“The players are willing to learn all the 
time and try different things. They put 
pressure on each other and it’s easy for us 
to facilitate it and guide them,” said 
O’Brien. 

This unique clash between the reigning 
All-Ireland senior and intermediate cham-
pions was always going to be an uphill 
battle for an Oughterard side back in the 
top flight for the first time in 18 years. 

They badly needed Ronan Molloy and 
Enda Tierney to finish off good goal 
chances in the opening half when they 
had the wind, with Corofin then turning the 
screw for skipper Michael Lundy to set up 
Dylan Wall and Mike 
Farragher for goals to lead 
by double scores at 2-8 to 
0-7 at the break. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Darragh Silke, who finished with 1-7 
from play, led the onslaught after the 
restart with Lundy finding the net before 
they pulled away with three goals in just 
over four minutes from Jason Leonard, 
Dylan Canney and Silke in a four-minute 
spell before sub Matthew Cooley became 
their eleventh scorer when he hit their 
seventh in the closing stages of a contest 
where they landed 7-16 from play. 

Meath footballer Oisin O’Brien, having 
transferred back to his native club 
Caherlistrane, produced a superb display 

as they produced the shock of the opening 
round when they defeated last year’s final-
ists Tuam Stars by 1-9 to 1-7. 

Tuam, who drew with Corofin in the 
Galway final last year before going down 
by a goal in the replay, were expected to 
be too strong for their neighbours but they 
were held scoreless for the closing 20 
minutes as Caherlistrane landed six points 
without reply. 

Claregalway, with Donie Buckely part 
of the coaching team after his departure 
from Kerry, were pipped by Killannin by 0-
11 to 0-10, while two goals from Donal Ó 
Cualáin in the final ten minutes saw Barna 
win their first championship match in six 
years when they edged out neighbours An 
Spidéal by 2-7 to 0-10. 

Conor Bohan scored two goals as 
Maigh Cuilinn chalked up an impressive 3-
12 to 1-6 win over Micheal Breathnachs, 
while Liam Costello was the hero for Mill-
town when he landed a late winner to 
deny a strong finish by An Cheathru Rua 
to snatch a 0-10 to 1-6 win. 

Robert Finnerty, son of manager 
Anthony, the former Mayo player, got the 
opening goal in the final quarter for 
Salthill/Knocknacarra as they scored a 3-
13 to 0-10 over city neighbours St 
Michael’s, with strikes from Robert Walzer 
and John Maher completing the job in the 
dying moments. 

Late points from Leo Donnell and 
Michael Daly helped 
Mountbellew/Moylough edge out Annagh-
down in the final game of the round after 
Eoin Finnerty scored the only goal of the 
match just before the break.

GALWAY SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Corofin machine 
purrs once again 

Matthew Cooley of Corofin scores his side's seventh goal against Oughterard at 
Pearse Stadium in Galway. Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile.
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MOST of the Bearna players 
and management had been 
out since early morning the previ-

ous day searching for the two paddle 
boarders from their neighbourhood who 
were missing on Galway Bay, but a glori-
ous few days for the parish were 
completed when they shocked 
Salthill/Knocknacarra by 0-13 to 0-11. 

It was a second victory of the 
campaign for a Bearna side who hadn’t 
won a regular championship match prior to 
that since 2014 but they were good value 
for their triumph against a Salthill/Knock-
nacarra managed by former Mayo forward 
Anthony Finnerty who had been tipped to 
be one of the few sides who might chal-
lenge Corofin this season. 

The feelgood factor from the rescue of 
cousins Ellen Glynn (17) and Sara Feeney 
(23), whose family have been steeped in 
Bearna GAA over the decades, continued 
when they led by 0-9 to 0-6 at the break. 

And with with Cian Ó hIarnán, Oisin 
O’Gormaile and Donal Ó Cualain 
outstanding, Bearna never allowed a 
Salthill side who had Sean Armstrong 
starting for the first time in two years get 
back in the contest. 

Eoin Kerin got the only goal of the 
game as St Michael’s held off An Spideal 
by 1-9 to 0-10 in a clash between two 
sides who had lost their opening games. 

Annaghdown had also lost their open-
ing match and with county players Damien 
Comer and Eoghan Kerin outstanding they 
looked good for victory when they led 
going into the closing stages but Maigh 
Cuilinn finished strongly to notch their 
second win by 4-9 to 1-14, with skipper 
Dessie Conneely leading the way with 1-6, 
while Paul Kelly, Niall Walsh and Conor 
Bohan also found the net in an impressive 
win which ended Annaghdown’s interest in 
the championship. 

The experienced Paul Conroy led the 
way as St James’ got their campaign back 
on track with a thrilling 3-20 to 2-16 win 
over Milltown. They led by 0-8 to 0-6 at the 
break before the goals flowed after the 
restart with Daniel McNulty, Aaron 

Connolly 
and Dave 
O’Connell find-
ing the net for 
the city side in 
response to efforts 
from Mark Hehir 
and Eoin 
Mannion. 

St James’ 
will now play All-Ireland intermediate 
champions Oughterard in a preliminary 
quarter-final after Matthew Tierney and 
Ryan Monaghan provided the late points 
which yielded a 2-14 to 2-13 win. 

Mountbellew/Moylough booked a quar-
ter-final spot as they maintained their 
winning start with a 0-22 to 2-7 win over a 
Micheal Breathnach’s side who bow out of 
contention after a battling display. 

The four teams in Group 3 of the 
championship will face winner-takes-all 
ties in the third and final round of games in 
two weeks. Tuam Stars missed two penal-
ties but still bounced back from an open-
ing round loss to Caherlistrane to edge out 
Killannin by 0-14 to 1-9, with Ryan Cald-
well getting the only goal from a penalty. 

And Donie Buckley’s Claregalway 
recovered from a first round defeat to 
Killannin to set up a crunch tie with Tuam 

Stars when they scored an impressive 4-
12 to 0-10 win over Caherlistrane. 

Corofin extended their unbeaten 
championship run in Galway to 47 
matches as they backed up their record 

27 points win over Oughterard last week-
end with a 4-18 to 0-7 drubbing of 
Monivea/Abbey to book their place in the 
knockout stages. 

The All-Ireland champions could afford 
to rest several players and still have 23 

points to spare over a Monivea/Abbey side 
who were understrength due to soccer 
commitments and an injury list which 
included county player Cillian McDaid. 

Sub Colin Kelly got two goals for a 
Corofin side chasing an eighth county title 
in a row, while strikes from Dylan McHugh 
and Mike Farragher leave them just three 
goals short of the 100 mark since their 
unbeaten run started back in 2013 as 
Monivea/Abbey became the 18th team 
they have defeated in Galway in that time. 

A goal from former Galway player 
Johnny Duane wasn’t enough to prevent 
St James from falling to an opening round 
loss to An Cheathru Rua, with Paudi 
MacCormac in top form for the 
Connemara side as they bounced back 
from defeat last weekend to keep their 
knockout hopes alive with a 0-15 to 1-10 
win.
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Marcus Mac Donnchadha of Salthill-Knocknacarra in action against Ethan 
Fiorentini of St Michael's during the Galway County Senior Football  
Championship.                                                        Photo: Piaras Ó Mídheach/Sportsfile

Salthill/Knocknacarra and  
Bearna players take to the  
field after heroic rescue
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By DECLAN ROONEY 
Media West Ireland 

 

GALWAY hurling manager Shane O’Neill says 
that having tried out 55 players before his 
maiden season came to an abrupt halt in 

March, his squad for the upcoming championship is 
wide open. 

The Limerick native only took charge of the 
Tribesmen in mid-November and after a hectic start 
to the year with seven competitive games in two 
months, he is getting ready to start all over again for 
his first championship with Galway. 

The return of Johnny Glynn from the United 
States and Joseph Cooney from Australia will give 
O’Neill and his selectors Fergal Healy and David 
Forde further food for thought. 

O’Neill, who led his native Na Piarsaigh in 2016 
to become the only Limerick side to win the All-
Ireland club championship, said it has been a roller-
coaster since taking charge. 

“Initially it was a great start and the games were 
coming thick and fast in the league. Then all of a 
sudden, we had the whole thing stalling. 

“It was difficult enough but we got to know the 
boys in a different type of way over the lockdown 
period. I got to know them personally, differently than 
if we were going to training all the time. The various 
calls and challenges that we had on board. 

“Overall we are happy enough and we are really 
looking forward to seeing the club matches now and 
seeing them perform,” said O’Neill. 

He used the Walsh Cup, the Allianz League and 
challenge matches to try out as many players as 
possible, with wins over Westmeath, Tipperary and 
Cork sending them through to a league quarter-final 
with Wexford before Covid-19 struck. 

They will resume with a Leinster semi-final show-
down with Wexford at the end of October or start of 
November and O’Neill is looking forward to the 
belated start to the championship. 

He is busy at the moment taking in as many 
games in the Galway club championship as possi-
ble. 

“We were appointed on 15 November so from 
then onwards it was a bit hell for leather. Then it 
became the total opposite. But we had to manage in 
different ways just to keep everything ticking over 
and try to keep some sort of competitiveness there. 

“What we have said is that we have seen 
upwards of 55 players over the winter period. We 
have a panel of 36 at the moment but it’s a fluid 
panel, it isn’t defined. 

“We are seeing how guys are getting on with their 
clubs now. We are taking in a lot of matches just to 
see how they go. we’ll reassess the squad after that. 

“We expect that we will have a few injuries, it’s 
just the nature of the whole thing. We’ll have to 
reassess that 36,” he added.
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O’Neill keeping keen eye  
on club game for new talent

Galway manager Shane O’Neill watches on 
as his players warm up ahead of a league 
game with Tipperary.  

Photo: Sam Barnes/Sportsfile.
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EXCERPT FROM CELEBRATING 53 YEARS OF CONNACHT U-21 FOOTBALL BOOK

PLAYED in a downpour in Tuam Stadium, Galway 
claimed the inaugural Connacht U-21 title with a tight 
victory over Mayo. Goals from Ray McLoughlin and Mick 
Connaughton in the 46th and 49th minutes triggered a 
Mayo comeback after Galway had dominated to that junc-
ture, but the Tribesmen held solid in the end to register the 
win. 

Galway laid the foundations for this victory in the 
first-half after which they led 3-4 to 1-2 thanks largely to 
two Christy Tyrrell goals direct from 21-yard frees, while 
Joe Niland also found the net for Galway in between 
Tyrrell’s two goals. Connaughton had found the net for 
Mayo just before half-time to give them some hope of a 
comeback, but crucially Frank McDonald missed a penalty 
for the boys in green and red early in the second-half, 
which halted their progress. Fourteen minutes from time 
McLoughlin’s goal lifted Mayo and they were well on the 
charge when Connaughton added his second direct from 
a free three minutes later. 

Tyrrell and Peter Crisham kicked points for the 
Galway men after those goals though, while late points 

from Billy Fitzpatrick and Connaughton reduced the lead 
to a point. But Galway had built up enough of a lead to 
survive and they took the honour of the first winners of 
the U-21 provincial title. 

 
Scorers – Galway: C Tyrrell 2-1 (2-1f), J Niland 1-0, T 
Keenan 0-2, P Crisham 0-2, J Glynn 0-1 
Mayo: M Connaughton 2-2 (1-0f), R McLoughlin 1-0, F 
McDonald 0-2 (2f), W Fitzpartick 0-1 
GALWAY: M Moore; M Howley, M Keane, M Tarpey; F 
Canney, M Coen, C McDonagh; T Sands, J Glynn; L 
Sammon, C Tyrrell, T Keenan; L Octigan, P Crisham, J 
Niland. Sub: Padraig Finn (Corofin) for Sammon. 
MAYO: V Wehrly; B Groarke, V Nally, C Hanley; M Sulli-
van, V Keane, S O’Connor; M O’Malley, C Dolan; M 
Connaughton, F McDonald, W Fitzpatrick, R O’Loughlin, 
T Staunton. Subs: P Hughes for Groarke, A Kitching for 
Staunton. 
Referee: P Lang (Sligo).

1964 Connacht U-21 Final 
 

Christy Tyrrell goals hand Galway 
the first U-21 title 

 
 

GALWAY 3-6   -:-   MAYO 3-5

Christy Tyrrell Colie McDonagh Tom Sands
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Winning the 1966 All-Ireland U-21 title meant an 
awful lot to Dermot Earley Senior, according to his son 
Dermot. It was the only All-Ireland championship winning 
medal that the Roscommon man ever won despite a fantas-
tic career. Earley Snr, who passed away in June 2010, was 
part of the defence forces and had been living in Kildare 
since 1965 when he joined the army as a cadet. 

After victory over Donegal in the semi-final, Roscom-
mon beat the Lilywhites 2-10 to 1-12 in the final at Croke 
Park. It was the first ever U-21 crown for Roscommon, and 
Earley Snr was just 18 at the time. 

“He always said if you are good enough you are old 
enough. But he was a big fella,” said Earley Jnr. “Roscom-
mon people are so passionate about their football, and so 
passionate about the GAA. He certainly wanted to win it 
for his own people. The year before he was a minor, and 
played in the All-Ireland semi-final in Croke Park against 
Derry, and missed a penalty, and they lost. So to come back 
and then to get another opportunity was nice. It was the 
only All-Ireland he had, so it was very special to him as 
well. The fact they beat Kildare, he was living in Kildare, 
and we all grew up in Kildare. So I would have known a 
lot of the ’65 All-Ireland winning Kildare side. And they 
were going for two in a row and Roscommon beat them.” 

Earley Snr began the game at centre-forward but was 
switched to midfield as Kildare assumed control and 
Roscommon needed a target man. 

Roscommon, who had defeated Galway, Leitrim and 
Mayo on their way to the Connacht crown, turned the 
game around the Michael Glavey’s clubman was the star. 

“Dad was a humble type of guy, so he never talked 
about his massive achievements. But the stories from that 
final in ’66, I have heard from that game, were from the 
Kildare angle. Dad was centre forward and then he went 
to midfield. And when he went to midfield he really made 
a difference. I met a good few footballers from Kildare, and 
they said that he bet them on his own,” said Earley Jnr. 

In 2010 a few months before his passing, good friend 
and now Dublin All-Ireland winning manager, Jim Gavin, 
managed the Dublin U-21s to All-Ireland success. He 
visited the Earley household with the cup, and it meant a 
lot to all concerned. 

“Jim Gavin was very close to dad. Dad was sick at the 
time, and we have a lovely picture of when he came to the 
house, dad holding the cup. It was a nice moment and I 
was very grateful for that. When you asked dad questions 
about the U-21 game he would tell you. But he never 

boasted about the things he did. That’s the way 
he was as a person. That’s why people liked 
him so much because he was so humble 
about his achievements,” said Earley Jnr. 

Earley remembers first Connacht  
winners of the U-21 All-Ireland

Dermot Earley 
 in action for  
Roscommon  
in 1985. 

Roscommon's Dermot Earley celebrates 
with his son David after their victory over 
Armagh in the 1980 All-Ireland senior 
semi-final at Croke Park. A painting on the wall of the main stand in 

Michael Glavey’s GAA club in Ballinlough 
painted in memory of the late Dermot Earley.
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EXCERPT FROM CELEBRATING 53 YEARS OF CONNACHT U-21 FOOTBALL BOOK

ROSCOMMON looked set for defeat in this encounter as 
they trailed by six points with ten minutes remaining, but 
goals from Jim Keane and Jimmy Finnegan in the space of 
two minutes stunned Kildare and saw Roscommon 
crowned All-Ireland champions for the first time. 

Kildare, with 13 survivors from the 1965 winning 
team, lined out with ten senior inter-county players in their 
ranks, and looked sure to hold on to their late lead, but the 
Connacht side rallied well at Croke Park. A strong run 
from Dermot Earley unlocked the Kildare defence and the 
youthful Michael Glavey’s man sent Keane in for an 
unstoppable goal. Straight from the kick-out Roscommon 
piled on the pressure when John O’Connor pointed via the 
post, and moments later Finnegan’s mazy run came to an 
end when he drilled low to the net for the second Roscom-
mon goal. 

A point from Keane four minutes from time stretched 
the Roscommon lead to two points, but Kevin Kelly kicked 
a free for Kildare to put the minimum between the sides. 

With time almost expired the Lilywhites laid siege on the 
Roscommon goal, but the Connacht men managed to 
divert a couple of aerial attacks in the closing stages to hold 
solid. In the opening minutes Roscommon had impressed 
when they opened out an 0-3 to 0-0 lead, but five points 
without reply saw the defending champions with an 0-5 to 
0-3 lead midway through the opening half. But Roscom-
mon battled well before half-time with four points in a row 
as they held a 0-7 to 0-5 lead at the break, before that lead 
was deleted by a couple of quick points from the Kildare 
attack after the interval. The lead was Kildare’s a short time 
later when Dunny found the net, but the two-minute scor-
ing spree turned the game on its head and gave Roscom-
mon the win. 

 
Scorers – Roscommon: J Finnegan 1-1, J Keane 1-1, D 
Earley 0-4, J Kelly 0-3, J O’Connor 0-1.   
Kildare: K Kelly 0-7, P Dunny 1-2, L Casey 0-1, N Beahan, 
P Mangan 0-1. 
 
ROSCOMMON: P Reynolds; P Clarke, P Nicholson, C 
Shine (c); G Mannion, P Moclair, T Heneghan; MJ Keane, 
J O’Connor; J Finnegan, D Earley, J Cox, M Cummins, J 
Keane, J Kelly. Sub: M O’Gara for Cummins. 
KILDARE: O Crinnigan; D Wynne, S Cash, J McTeague; 
J O’Reilly, P Nally, T Keogh; P Mangan, L Casey; T Carew, 
P Dunny, T Walsh; K Kelly, M Mullins, N Behan. Sub: M 
Mannion for Casey.  
Referee: J Martin (Tyrone)

1966 U-21 All-Ireland final 
 

Late late show give Roscommon victory 
 
 ROSCOMMON 2-10   -:-   KILDARE 1-12

Kildare's Dermot Earley Jnr celebrates with his dad Lt. General Chief of Staff 
Dermot Earley after Kildare’s 2008 qualifier win over Limerick.

Roscommon’s path to glory 1966 
 
Connacht championship first round:  

Roscommon beat Galway 
Connacht championship semi-final:  

Roscommon 2-6 Leitrim 1-8 
Connacht championship final:  

Roscommon 1-15 Mayo 0-9, Roscommon 
All-Ireland semi-final:  

Roscommon 2-2 Donegal 0-5, Ballybofey 
All-Ireland final: October 2 1966:  

Roscommon 2-10 Kildare 1-12, Croke Park 
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Into the West,  
Padraig Corcoran, Toneybane,  

Foxford, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 

Make cheques payable to:  
Connacht Council
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